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REWRITE OF BALLOT QUESTION TITLE RAISES IRE

LEGISLATORS FILE SUIT AGAINST
STATE OFFICIALS by ACR Staff
A coalition group of citizens and churches, Minnesota for Marriage, has filed a lawsuit in Minnesota
Supreme Court against Secretary of State Mark Ritchie and Attorney General Lori Swanson.
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A press conference was held July 9 by John Helmberger, chair of the group. He cited Minnesota
Statute 204B.44 (errors and omissions) as the legal argument for the lawsuit.

The vacancy in District 6 on the ISD #11 AnokaHennepin School Board was filled July 9, as
Coon Rapids resident Jeff Simon, of 12252
Thrush St., N.W., was appointed to the seat.

The suit asserts that the actions of the Secretary of State and Attorney General in changing the title of
the Marriage Protection Amendment ballot question were unlawful.

The seat became open after Kathy Tingelstad’s
resignation at the board’s March 5 meeting.

Mr. Ritchie issued a news release June 28 that the approved title for the Nov. 6 general election ballot
question would be, “LIMITING THE STATUS OF MARRIAGE TO OPPOSITE SEX COUPLES.”
His news release stated that Minnesota Statute 204D.15 says the Secretary of State “shall provide an
appropriate title” for each constitutional amendment. The news release also stated, “the Governor’s
veto of the legislation, Senate File 1308, invalidated the title designated by the legislature.”

At that meeting, the school board voted to accept
a settlement of a lawsuit that Tingelstad said had
been “brought by 19 lawyers from mostly outof-state organizations” that asserted the school
district had not addressed bullying of gay students in the schools. With the lawsuit, Tingelstad
said she felt that she had been a target of bullying herself, as well as the school district. She
was also the lone vote on the school board in
opposition to the settlement.

The title that had been passed by the Senate with 49 votes in the affirmative, read: “RECOGNITION
OF MARRIAGE SOLELY BETWEEN ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN.”
The Minnesota for Marriage press conference featured
a number of Republican state legislators who were
supporting the lawsuit. First to speak was Sen. Warren
Limmer (SD 32 — Maple Grove), the bill’s chief
sponsor, who said, “I’m saddened to see a Secretary of
State get involved in a partisan political issue like this.”
Limmer said the two state elected officers have no
constitutional authority to rewrite the title.
Limmer’s words continued to cut: “I’m amazed at the
boldness of Secretary of State Ritchie and Attorney
General Swanson, to ignore the policy-making authority
of the legislature.”

After Tinglestad’s immediate resignation, the seat
remained vacant until July 9. School Board chair
Tom Heidemann explained at the meeting that
part of the reason for the delay was that the board
wanted to wait for the redistricting process to be
completed.
Sen. Warren Limmer speaking at July 9
press conference regarding lawsuit.

Sen. Limmer pointed out several times during the press conference that Sen. Scott Dibble of
Minneapolis, who is gay, offered an amendment to the title which became, “Recognition of Marriage
Solely Between One Man and One Woman” and was passed by the Senate with bi-partisan support.
Referring to that original title, Limmer explained, “our goal was to create in the title, fairness,
simplicity and a neutral description of the question before the legislature.” He charged that Mr.
Ritchie’s new language “is designed to mislead and sway the voter.”
Deputy Majority Leader Sen. Julianne Ortman (SD 34 — Chanhassen) offered some pointed jabs
toward Attorney General Lori Swanson for giving what she thought was poor legal advice to
Secretary of State Ritchie. Several times during her presentation, Ortman labeled the rewrite actions
as “interference.”
Describing the state statute which prompted the legal action, Ortman stated, “in the event that there is
an omission, an error or wrongful act . . . that has occurred with the preparation of the ballots, a voter
or a legislator can bring forth a challenge...”
Ortman also said she feels that the legislation, which was vetoed by the governor, and the title, cannot
legally be separated.
“The ballot question asks voters if they want to uphold current statutory law. That’s why the proposed
change is alarming. It changes the question. . . [the question to voters was] ‘do you want to continue to
uphold state law?’, which is our statutory definition of marriage — not change anything”, Ortman
explained.
A later news release from the Minnesota for
Marriage group added, “This case is about
the rights of the people and the legislature to
function in a representative democracy
without the interference of the executive
branch of government,” said Rep. Steve
Gottwalt. “It is also about preserving the
constitutional integrity of the amendment
process. The Minnesota Constitution grants
the power to amend the constitution to the
Legislature and the people. Here, the
Secretary of State is attempting to interfere
by disregarding the given ballot title and
replacing it with a misleading and incorrect
proposed title.”

Seven people applied for the position, all but one
were Coon Rapids residents: Jennifer Drummy,
William F. Hammes, Roger I. Johnson, Kelly J.
Larrabee, Patrick J. Murray, Simon, and Tiffany
Strabala of Andover. The district includes the
eastern side of Coon Rapids and southwest Andover.
Heidemann said the school board narrowed the
applicants to four finalists interviewed June 21.
Heidemann also read aloud a document that
listed 14 points of criteria that the board used in
making their determination. Among those points
were:
Does the applicant complement the diversity of the
school board and does the applicant’s professional
education complement the school board?
Is the applicant likely to run for the seat in the next
election; can support the legislative lobbying and
activities of the school board; is a parent of children
in the A-H schools; is an “established member of the
community”; knowledge of education issues; is an
active volunteer in schools, the school district or
community; can give a compelling reason for
wanting the seat; and proficient writing skills.

The points of
criteria were
not included
in the online
meeting
packet of the
school board;
nor were the
applications
and
Jeff Simon takes the oath of office
resumes of
the finalists. for a seat on the Anoka-Hennepin
School Board.

Sen. Julianne Ortman (foreground) answers questions

“Secretary of State Mark Ritchie’s and
from the press while Rep. Peggy Scott listens.
Attorney General Lori Swanson’s meddling
with the title of the Marriage Protection
Amendment is a perfect example of why we need the marriage amendment,” said John Helmberger,
Chairman of Minnesota for Marriage and a plaintiff in the lawsuit. “Some poli-ticians are so blinded
by ideology and beholden to special interests, like gay marriage activists, that we simply can’t be
confident they will follow the law or respect the will of the people. The only way to protect the
definition of marriage is to secure it in the constitution where activist judges, ambitious politicians and
special interests can’t meddle with it.”
LEGISLATORS FILE SUIT continued on next page, A-2

Jeff Simon
has two
children attending an A-H school. He has
degrees in Business Administration and
Guidance Counseling. Simon’s term will run to
January 2014.
Simon and another applicant, Patrick Murray,
ran for the seat in 2009 against Tingelstad, who
had been appointed in January 2009. In the 2009
general election, Tingelstad won with 57% of
the vote, Murray 23% and Simon 17%. Simon
also applied for the January 2009 appointment
after the seat had been vacated by Jerry Newton,
who had just won election to the State House.

ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

LEGISLATORS FILE SUIT

JULY 19, 2012
continued

from previous page, A-1

Minnesota statute 204B.44 is quoted below:
204B.44 ERRORS AND OMISSIONS;
REMEDY.
Any individual may file a petition in the manner
provided in this section for the correction of any of
the following errors, omissions, or wrongful acts
which have occurred or are about to occur:
(a) an error or omission in the placement or printing
of the name or description of any candidate or any
question on any official ballot;
(b) any other error in preparing or printing any
official ballot;
(c) failure of the chair or secretary of the proper
committee of a major political party to execute or
file a certificate of nomination;
(d) any wrongful act, omission, or error of any
election judge, municipal clerk, county auditor,
canvassing board or any of its members, the secretary
of state, or any other individual charged with any
duty concerning an election.
The petition shall describe the error, omission, or
wrongful act and the correction sought by the petitioner.
The petition shall be filed with any judge of the
Supreme Court in the case of an election for state
or federal office or any judge of the district court in
that county in the case of an election for county,
municipal, or school district office. The petitioner
shall serve a copy of the petition on the officer,
board or individual charged with the error, omission,
or wrongful act, and on any other party as required
by the court. Upon receipt of the petition the court
shall immediately set a time for a hearing on the
matter and order the officer, board or individual
charged with the error, omission or wrongful act to
correct the error or wrongful act or perform the duty
or show cause for not doing so. The court shall issue
its findings and a final order for appropriate relief
as soon as possible after the hearing. Failure to
obey the order is contempt of court.

Ritchie also changes title of the “Voter ID”
constitutional amendment question. On July 9,
Secretary of State Mark Ritchie’s office put forth
another re-write of a constitutional amendment
question for this year’s state general election.
The “Voter ID” amendment, which would require
voters to show a photo identification card at the
polling place, has also had its legislature-approved
title changed by Mr. Ritchie.
The legislature’s title, “PHOTO IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR VOTING” has been
changed to “CHANGES TO IN-PERSON &
ABSENTEE VOTING & VOTER REGISTRATION; PROVISIONAL BALLOTS”. The
change was made by the Secretary of State, with
the approval of the Attorney General.
The new title has been criticized for its omission
of the words “photo” and “identification”.
In May, a lawsuit to keep the amendment off the
November ballot was filed with the Minnesota
Supreme Court by the American Civil Liberties
Union of Minnesota. The ACLU used the same
statute, 204B.44 as the bedrock of its suit. —
ACR staff

SESSION WEEKLY MAGAZINE
TO CEASE PRINT PUBLICATION
The Public Information Services office of the
Minnesota House of Representatives alerted the
subscribers of Session Weekly magazine by firstclass mail last week, that they should not expect
the magazine to be published in the coming
legislative session.
Lee Ann Schutz. the editor of Session Weekly
explained in the letter that the award-winning
magazine could no longer be sustained as a print
publication. In 2000, 21,226 copies were mailed
to subscribers; last year that number had dropped
to 4,442.
The magazine was launched in the early 1980s
and was a non-partisan comprehensive compiler
of capitol news and actions of the legislature in a
readable style that reached beyond political
insiders. It was produced by House Public Information Services. It is expected that some form of

Session Weekly will appear on the internet, however comments from subscribers on various web
sites regarding the news of the shutdown were
more grim.
Many commenters questioned whether the coverage would be as comprehensive as the print magazine — they feared the news gathering would be
reduced to something on the order of “Twitter”
blasts.
A daily digest-style offering, Session Daily, has
been produced for the House Information
Services’ web page for many years. An archive
of past Session Weekly magazines is available on
the same web page. — ACR staff

COUNTIES AND CITIES
CLAMOR FOR LEGISLATUREʼS
BONDING BILL FUNDS
Fighting like cats and dogs are 90 Minnesota
cities and counties that have applied for a share
of the $47.5 million that will be doled out by the
Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development. The money became available as part of the legislature’s public works
bonding bill. The lobbying for this economic
development funding will be shifted to the
governor. DEED and the governor’s office are
expected to announce the awards in late August.
There are no requests from inside Anoka County,
however there are many projects in other parts of
the state that will be lobbied for, including:
• St. Paul: $27 million for a new Saints baseball
stadium in the downtown
• Rochester: $25 million addition to Mayo Civic
Center
• Duluth: $10 million for a public ramp; $5.8 million for Wade Stadium repairs and upgrades
• Biwabik, IRRRB: $5 million for Giants’ Ridge
• Mankato: $14.5 million for renovation and
expansion of Mankato Civic Center
• Metropolitan Council: Southwest Light Rail
Transit Line, $14 million
• Ramsey County: remediation of the TCAAP
property in Arden Hills, $5.9 million
• Sartell: construct Public Safety bldg., $3.3 million; street improvements $2.2 million.
• Sibley-Renville Fiber Joint Powers Board:
Fiber optic lines installation, $5 million.
• Three Rivers Park District, Cross-Country
improvements in Bloomington, $3.65 million
• West St. Paul: Sports Dome construction,
$3.45 million.
• Woodbury: Sports Center expansion, $1.5 million
• Winona: $4.73 million, street improvements
• Lake City: $650,000 public library expansion
• Maplewood: East Metro Public Safety Training
Center construction (firefighting), $1.28 million
• Minneapolis Parks Board: Sculpture Garden,
$750,000.
• Marshall: Regional Amateur Sports Center,
$4 million.
• Dakota County: trails and visitors centers,
$3 million.
• Chisholm-Hibbing Airport: Terminal
enhancement, $2.5 million.
• Edina: Promenade and Greenway expansion,
$1.5 million.
• Hibbing: Curling Club upgrades, $1.2 million.
• Perham: Community Center improvements,
$630,960.
The total amount being requested is $288 million,
of which $47.5 million is available. — ACR staff

VIKINGSʼ STADIUM POINT MAN
GIVEN AWARD BY NEWSPAPERS
As part of the Leaders in Public Policy 2012
program at the Saint Paul Hotel, Vikings Vice
President of Public Affairs and Stadium Development Lester Bagley was given the “Public Policy
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Achievement (Sports)” award July 10. Named
annually by Politics in Minnesota and the St.
Paul Legal Ledger Capitol Report, the public
policy awards “recognize individuals and
organizations that have made significant
contributions toward Minnesota’s political, public
policy or civic environment during the state’s
current fiscal year or legislative session.” Bagley
was honored alongside Gov. Mark Dayton, as
well as stadium bill authors Sen. Julie Rosen and
Rep. Morrie Lanning.
“Lester’s unwavering passion and commitment to
the stadium effort make him very deserving of
this award,” said Vikings Owner-President Mark
Wilf. “The Vikings organization is proud of Lester
and his tremendous accomplishment for the State
of Minnesota, the Vikings and our fans.”
Despite an extremely difficult political environment and economy, Bagley oversaw the public
discussion and advocacy effort surrounding a new
stadium on behalf of the Vikings. With his
guidance, a coalition of elected officials, Vikings
fans and business, labor and community leaders
organized to advance the stadium issue at the
capitol, and on May 10, 2012, the efforts culminated
with the House and Senate passing legislation to
construct a $975 million multi-purpose stadium
in Minneapolis. Just days later on May 14,
Governor Mark Dayton signed the bill into law.
“Without Lester Bagley, there would have been
no stadium bill passed in the last legislative
session,” said Governor Dayton.
“This legislation would not have passed without
Lester’s leadership and perseverance,” said
Senator Rosen, who authored the Senate version
of the stadium bill. “It was an honor to work with
Lester and his team.”
With the stadium bill behind him, Bagley has
turned his attention to the design and construction
of the new facility. Over the next four years, the
Vikings will work closely with the newly-created
five-member Stadium Authority to ensure that a
world-class facility is constructed for the State,
the team and Vikings fans. Ground-breaking is
expected in spring 2013, followed by nearly three
years of construction, with the stadium opening
in 2016. — Vikings team blog entry, July 10

SCHURBON OF ANOKA
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
APPOINTED BY GOVERNOR
The Anoka Conservation District's (ACD) Water
Resources Specialist, Jamie Schurbon, was
recently appointed by Governor Dayton, to the
Metro Area Water Supply Advisory Committee.
A large part of the committee's role is to assist
the Metropolitan Council in planning water
supply needs of the metro, primarily through
their Master Water Supply Plan. Lowering of
regional water tables and long term depletion of
aquifers is an issue of growing concern.
The Metropolitan Council’s Master Water Supply
Plan is a result of 2005 legislation that charged
the Metropolitan Council with guiding
sustainable water use in the Twin Cities
Metropolitan Area (Minnesota Statute 473.1565).
The plan lays out an adaptive approach to water
supply management, guiding long-term water
supply planning at the local and regional level.
The plan includes a dynamic process for the
collection of new information, update of
analytical tools, and improvement of guidance to
address anticipated water resource issues and
ensure supplies are developed sustainably.
Schurbon has served as the Water Resource
Specialist at the Anoka Conservation District
since 2001. In recent years, he provided the local
leadership for the Anoka County geologic atlas
project, which maps underground geology and
water resources. He advises water resources
management with Anoka County’s five
watershed organizations and many of the 21
cities. He operates approximately 60 surface and
groundwater hydrology monitoring sites
annually, and analyzes hydrological trends.
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“The crime of taxation is not in the
takinʼ of it, itʼs in the way itʼs spent.”
— Will Rogers
Rep. Peggy Scott
District 49A
477 State Office Bldg.
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul MN 55155
Office: (651) 296-4231
E-mail:
rep.peggyscott@house.mn
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Opinion

PLEASE CONSIDER FOSTERING A CHILD
I have recently learned that there is a shortage of foster homes for the placement of children. Improving the life
of a child is one of the most important things a person can do. This is why I would like to urge anyone reading
this to consider the possibility of becoming a foster parent.
This is not a decision that should be taken lightly. Here are some of the things, I have learned, that anyone
thinking of becoming a foster parent should consider:
1) Flexibility: There will be various appointments that foster children will need to keep with the biological
parents, therapists, doctors, schools, and social workers. You need to be willing to work within the system that is
in place. The goal is reunification of parents and children.
2) Become licensed for more than one child. Many cases involve the placement of siblings from the same
family. The ideal situation is to keep siblings together.
3) Financial stability: If you or your spouse has recently lost your job, this will NOT take the place of that
income. Feeding and clothing is one expense, running to appointments (gas) is another. You should be at a place
financially that is comfortable.
4) Have a good support system. Have family and friends that you can count on to help with your own kids, if
needed. It's also a plus if your extended family is supportive of your commitment to invest in the lives of foster
kids.
5) Timing must be right. To take on being a foster parent in order to stay home with your own children is not the
best motivation. If you have gone or are about to go through other life transitions, you will want to postpone
foster parenthood.

6) Foster parents must be willing to work through behavior problems and provide consistency and structure.
These kids are in the foster care system for a reason and may act out. Are you ready to handle a fist through a wall of your home?
The rewards of being a foster parent are also great. Investing your life and love in the lives of children badly in need of trustworthy, consistent, and
caring families can be life-changing. Your rewards are not monetary; they are the hugs and smiles that result from offering love and stability to a
child through often unimaginable circumstances.
“A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account was, the sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove . . . But the world
may be different because I was important in the life of a child." — Forest E. Witcraft

VOTING: A RIGHT OR A PRIVILEGE?
Earlier this year the Minnesota House and
Senate passed a proposed constitutional
amendment that would require voters to show
a government issued photo identification
before casting their ballot. The bill passed
both bodies with solely Republican votes. In
the last two years, few topics have received as
much attention or been debated more than the
bill simply known as “photo I.D.”
Last year the
legislation was
The Taxpayersʼ
debated for months in
League
numerous committees
and finally passed,
but was then vetoed
by Governor Dayton.
This year, the tactic
has been to put the
question directly to
the voters in the form
of a constitutional
amendment. Upon
final approval by the
legislature the
question of requiring a photo I.D. for voting
would be placed on the November ballot,
without the need of the governor’s approval.

Phil Krinkie

Why this issue has encountered such a partisan
divide is difficult for most people to understand.
My first foray into the debate over photo I.D.
came in 2001 when I was Chair of the House
State Government Finance Committee. That year
in the Omnibus State Government Finance bill
there was a provision that would have required
a photo I.D. to vote. The issue received little
debate and the bill passed the House with 69
votes. Despite the lack of debate on the issue
as it passed in the House; during the monthlong negotiations with our DFL counterparts
in the State Senate, they refused to even
discuss the issue of photo I.D. I was as
perplexed than as I am now as to why liberals
believe that identity verification with a photo
I.D. is an impediment to voting.

Since the House passage of photo I.D. in 2001
we have moved into a time where more and
more exchanges of personal information are
taking place without face to face interactions.
Nearly 12 million Americans were victims of
identity theft in 2011; maybe it is this epidemic
that has made protecting and verifying
identification not only a priority but a standard
practice in our society. Today, showing a
photo I.D. has become as common as being
asked for the last four digits as your social
security number. We are asked to show a
photo I.D. to cash a check, rent a car, buy
alcohol or cigarettes or board an airplane; it’s
a part of our American culture.
The simple fact is that providing a photo I.D.
at the polling place will help ensure the
integrity of our election process and no one
will be prevented from voting; even if they
can’t produce one on the spot.
Liberals don’t have a problem with needing a
photo I.D. to board an airplane; they even
approve of full body scans and pat downs to
protect our personal safety. But they concede
that all you have to do in order to cast a ballot
is show a recent utility bill.
Liberals believe in fiercely enforcing all of our
other age based laws; supporting government
orchestrated sting operations to bust retailers
who fail to ask for photo I.D. when selling
cigarettes to a minor. But when it comes to
voting the same standards don’t apply. We
have provisional drivers licenses for young
drivers, but liberals don’t want provisional
ballots for voters without proper identification.
The Minnesota Constitution already spells out
the requirements to cast a ballot. According to
the Constitution; you must be a citizen of the
United States for three months and be 18 years
of age. You must have resided in the precinct
for 30 days preceding the election in order to
be entitled to vote. It also states that no person
shall be entitled or permitted to vote if they

have been convicted of a felony (unless their
rights have been restored); or if they are under
guardianship or otherwise deemed not mentally
competent.
Voting is a right that every eligible citizen
should exercise. But with every “right” there
comes responsibilities. The responsibility to
properly register to vote. The responsibility of
every voter to know their polling place and
hours of operation. It might even be a good
idea to learn about the candidates and issues
that will be on the ballot before you vote. The
opportunity of every eligible citizen in our
Republic to cast a ballot is a great privilege
and we should do everything possible to
protect the integrity of their vote. Photo I.D. is
not an impediment to voting; it should be a
fundamental part of voting.
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REP. TOM HACKBARTH
(Dist. 48A)
651-296-2439
July 12. Wolf season extended;
LCCMR recommendations.
Citizens spoke up, the DNR
listened and now our state's new
wolf-hunting/trapping season
will be extended by 25 days,
from Jan. 6 to Jan. 31.
The Legislature passed a law this
year allowing Minnesotans to hunt and trap
wolves. The DNR is responsible for
implementing corresponding rules and
regulations. Citizens expressed concern over
some of the DNR's proposed rules, leading to
modifications.
Primarily, Minnesotans objected to the early
closing date. Our goal in creating the wolf season
is to help manage our state’s wolf population for
depredation purposes. The additional 25 days
will encompass a greater portion of prime wolf
season and help us achieve our goal with no
biological drawbacks; it will not extend into the
breeding season.
The DNR reports it received 7,351 citizen
responses to a survey conducted to help
implement the wolf season. Changes in addition
to the longer season also are in place. (See http://
news.dnr.state.mn.us/2012/07/12/dnr-announceswolf-season-details/ ) to see the full report.
We will revisit this issue in 2013, after the first
season is conducted. The Legislature and the
DNR will both come forward with ideas for
additional improvements after we have time to
take a look at the results.
Until then, thank you to all the people who
provided the DNR with input to bring about these
initial changes. You have made a real impact.
On a different natural resources note, the
Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota
Resources (LCCMR) has finalized a list of
recommendations to receive funding through a
constitutionally dedicated fund supported by the
lottery.
I co-chair the LCCMR, a bipartisan panel of 17
legislators and citizens. We trimmed a list of 170
proposals we received earlier this year down to
48 recommendations, totaling approximately $31
million. That is roughly $2 million less than we
had available. We will present the list to the
Legislature during the 2013 session.
More information is on the LCCMR web site,
http://www.lccmr.leg.mn/

New Laws Effective
July 1, 2012
The following is a list of selected new laws
passed during the 2012 legislative session that
take effect July 1, 2012.
The asterisk following the bill number denotes
the language that became law. Summaries of all
laws passed by the 2012 Legislature are available
online at http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hinfo/
Newlaws2012-0.asp
BUSINESS AND COMMERCE
Travel insurance gets new definitions. To adapt
to the changing modes of travel and traveler
expectations, changes need to be made to state
statute regarding travel insurance.
A new law “modernizes the definition of travel
insurance and regulates how travel agents
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disseminate travel insurance information,”
according to Rep. Jennifer Loon (R-Eden Prairie),
who sponsors the law with Sen. David Brown (RBecker). Of note, the new law clarifies that travel
insurance does not include major medical plans,
which provide comprehensive medical protection
for travelers with trips lasting six months or
longer, including those working overseas as an
expatriate or military personnel being deployed.
HF2544/SF2069*/CH157
EDUCATION
Buying lunchroom equipment. Schools will no
longer need Department of Education approval to
purchase lunchroom equipment with surplus
funds from their food service fund. School
administrators noted that making updates to
lunchrooms was too cumbersome under the
previous law. Rep. Mike LeMieur (R-Little Falls)
and Sen. Paul Gazelka (R-Brainerd) sponsor the
law.
HF2376*/SF1971/CH138
ENVIRONMENT
Accelerating the fight against aquatic invasive
species. Helping business owners, fighting the
spread of invasive species and improving water
management are among the major themes of this
year’s omnibus environment and natural resources
law. Sponsored by Rep. Denny McNamara (RHastings) and Sen. Bill Ingebrigtsen (R-Alexandria), the law establishes an advisory inspection
process to help businesses proactively comply
with regulations. Rather than find out the hard
way that they’re in violation of state laws or rules
and face financial penalties, the idea is that
businesses can contact state agencies and request
an advisory inspection. If an inspector identifies
violations, the business can avoid any penalties as
long as they’re corrected within 60 days. Several
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agencies are exempted from the provisions,
including the Department of Revenue.
The law also states that the exemption from
penalties does not apply to conduct involving
fraud and various other circumstances. The law
increases civil penalties for transporting certain
aquatic invasive species and doubles the fines for
repeat offenders. Conservation officers will also
be granted authority to order watercraft and other
equipment to be removed from waters when
necessary, and the Department of Natural
Resources can require mandatory inspections at
water access sites. The state’s ban on placing
watercraft with invasive species attached into
public waters is expanded to include all waterrelated equipment. HF2164*/SF1830/CH272
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Paramedic services reimbursed. In 2011, the
Legislature directed the human services commissioner to determine which community paramedic
services could be covered under Medical
Assistance and determine payment later for those
services.
A new law authorizes community paramedics to
now be reimbursed for such services, effective
July 1, 2012, or upon federal approval, whichever
is later.
For example, Medical Assistance may cover
chronic disease monitoring, medication compliance,
and immunizations and vaccinations for eligible
recipients when the services are provided by a
community paramedic. These services are
covered for individuals who frequently use
emergency rooms, or for whom the provision of
community paramedic service would prevent

NEW LAWS continued on page C-1
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Circle Pines

Circle Pines

Circle Pines
Anoka County Government Center
2100 3rd Ave
Anoka, MN 55303-5024
Ph.: 763-323-5700
www.co.anoka.mn.us
Thurs. July 19
Human Services Cmte — 8:30 am,
Rm 710, ACGC
Information Technology Cmte —
10:30 am, Rm 772, ACGC
Community Corrections Advisory Bd —
Noon, Rm 710, ACGC
Veterans Services Subcommittee —
12:30 pm, Rm 238, ACGC
Finance & Capital Improvements Cmte
— 1 pm, Rm 772, ACGC
Intergovernmental-Community Relations
— 3 pm, Rm 772, ACGC
Fri. July 20
Public Safety Cmte — 3 pm, Rm 1140,
Anoka Co Public Safety Ctr, Andover
Mon. July 23
Library Board “Special Meeting” —
5:30 pm, Library System offices next
to Northtown Library
Tues. July 24
Management Cmte — 8:30 am, Rm 772,
ACGC
County Board — 9:30 am, Rm 705 ACGC
Mon. Aug. 6
Public Works Cmte — 9 am, Rm 772,
ACGC
Tues. Aug. 7
Parks & Rec. Cmte. — 9 am, Bunker
Beach Water Park
Wed. Aug. 8
Waste Mgmt & Energy Cmte — 8:15 am,
Rm 772, ACGC

Circle Pines City Hall
200 Civic Heights Circle
Circle Pines, MN 55014
Ph: 763-784-5898
www.ci.circle-pines.mn.us
Tues. July 24
City Council — 7 pm
Tues. Aug. 7
Park Board — 6:30 pm

Columbia Heights

Circle Pines

Columbia Heights City Hall
590 40th Ave NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Ph: 763-706-3600
www.ci.columbia-heights.mn.us

Mon. July 23
Library Task Force — 6:30 pm, City
Hall Conf. Rm 1
City Council — 7 pm
Wed. July 25
Parks & Rec. Comm. — 5:30 pm,
Murzyn Hall
Mon. July 30
HRA — 7 pm, Parkview Villa, 965
40th Ave. N.E.

Columbus

Circle Pines

Columbus City Hall
16319 Kettle River Blvd.
Columbus, MN 55025
Ph: 651-464-3120
www.ci.columbus.mn.us
Thurs. July 19
Park Board — 6:30 pm
Wed. July 25
City Council — 7 pm
Wed. Aug. 1
Planning Comm. — 7 pm

Circle Pines
Andover City Hall
1685 Crosstown Blvd NW
Andover, MN 55304
Ph: 763-755-5100
www.ci.andover.mn.us
Thurs. July 19 & Aug. 2
Parks Comm. — 7 pm
Tues. Aug. 7
City Council — 7 pm
Anoka City Hall
2015 1st Ave. N.
Anoka, MN 55303-2270
Ph: 763-576-2700
www.ci.anoka.mn.us
Mon. July 23 & Aug. 6
City Council— 7 pm
Mon. July 30
City Council “work session” — 5 pm
Bethel City Hall
23820 Dewey St. / PO Box 64
Bethel, MN 55005
Ph: 763-434-4366
www.bethelmn.govoffice2.com
Call City Hall for information

Blaine

Circle Pines

Blaine City Hall
10801 Town Square Dr NE
Blaine, MN 55449
Ph: 763-784-6700
www.ci.blaine.mn.us
Thurs. July 19
City Council “workshop” — 6:30 pm
Tues. July 24
Park Board — 7 pm
Thurs. Aug. 2
City Council “workshop” — 6:30 pm
City Council reg mtg — 7:30 pm

Centerville

Circle Pines

Centerville City Hall
1880 Main St
Centerville, MN 55038
Ph: 651-429-3232
centervillemn.com
Wed. July 25
City Council — 6:30 pm
Wed. Aug. 1
Parks & Rec. Cmte. — 6:30 pm
NOTE: Meetings are subject to change
of time or date — call ahead to verify

Coon Rapids

Coon Rapids City Hall
11155 Robinson Dr.
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
Ph: 763-755-2880
www.coonrapidsmn.gov
Thurs, July 19
Planning Comm. — 6:30 pm
Sustainability Comm. — 6:30 pm
Historical Comm. — 7:30 pm
Thurs. Aug. 2
Bd of Adjustment & Appeals — 6:30 pm
Mon. Aug. 6
Parks & Rec. Comm. — 6:30 pm
Wed. Aug. 8
City Council — 7 pm

Circle Pines

East Bethel

East Bethel City Hall
2241 - 221st Avenue NE
East Bethel, MN 55011
Ph: 763-367-7840
eastbethel.govoffice.com
Wed. July 25
Econ. Develop. Authority — 6:30 pm
Wed. Aug. 1
City Council — 7:30 pm
Wed. Aug. 8
Park Comm. — 7 pm

Fridley

Circle Pines

Fridley City Hall
6431 University Ave NE
Fridley, MN 55432
Ph: 763-571-3450
www.ci.fridley.mn.us
Mon. July 23
City Council — 7 pm “pre-agenda”;
7:30 pm meeting
Thurs. Aug. 2
HRA — 7 pm

Ham Lake

Circle Pines

Ham Lake City Hall
15544 Central Ave NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304
Ph: 763-434-9555
www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us
Hours: M-Th 7 AM - 4:30 PM
Fri: 7 AM-12 NOON

Mon. July 23
Planning Comm. — 6 pm
Mon. Aug. 6
City Council — 6 pm

Hilltop City Hall
4555 Jackson St. NE
Hilltop, MN 55421
Ph: 763-571-2023
Call City Hall for information

Circle Pines

Lexington

Lexington City Hall
9180 Lexington Av
Lexington, MN 55014
Ph: 763-784-2792
www.ci.lexington.mn.us
Thurs. July 19
City Council — 7 pm (“workshop”
after meeting)
Thurs. Aug. 2
City Council — 7 pm
Mon. Aug. 6
Park Board — 6:30 pm

Lino Lakes

Circle Pines

Lino Lakes City Hall
600 Town Center Pkwy
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
Ph: 651-982-2400
www.ci.lino-lakes.mn.us
Mon. July 23
City Council “work session” — 5:30 pm;
“Special Work Session” — 7:30 pm
Wed. July 25
Environmental Bd — 6:30 pm
Thurs. Aug. 2
EDAC — 8 am

∂

Linwood Township

Linwood Town Hall
22817 Typo Creek Dr. NE
Linwood, MN 55079
Ph: 651-462-2812
linwoodtownship.org
Tues. July 24 & Aug. 14
Town Board — 6 pm
Mon. July 30
Parks & Rec. Comm. — 7 pm
Wed. Aug. 1
Fire Dept. Mtg. — 7 pm
Tues. Aug. 7
Road & Bridge Cmte. — 7 pm

Circle Pines

Nowthen

Nowthen City Hall
8188 199th Ave NW
Nowthen, MN 55330
Ph: 763-441-1347
www.nowthenmn.govoffice2.com
Call City Hall for information

Circle Pines

Oak Grove

Oak Grove City Hall
19900 Nightingale St. NW
Oak Grove, MN 55011
Ph: 763-404-7000
oakgrove.govoffice.com
2nd and last Monday of month
City Council — 7 pm (EDA follows
council mtg on last Monday)
3rd Wednesday
Parks Comm. — 7 pm
3rd Thursday
Planning Comm. — 7 pm

Ramsey

Circle Pines

Ramsey Municipal Center
7550 Sunwood Dr. NW
Ramsey, MN 55303
Ph: 763-427-1410
www.ci.ramsey.mn.us
Thurs. July 19
Mayor’s Town Hall Meeting — 7 pm
Tues. July 24
City Council “work session” — 5:30 pm,
reg mtg 7 pm, HRA follows
Thurs. Aug. 2
Planning Comm. — 7 pm,

Circle Pines

St. Francis

St. Francis City Hall
23340 Cree St. NW
St. Francis, MN 55070
Ph: 763-753-2630
stfrancismn.org
M-Th 7AM-5:30 PM (Closed Fri)
Meetings held at ISD #15 offices
4115 Ambassador Blvd NW
City Council
1st & 3rd Mondays — 6 pm
Planning Comm.
3rd Wednesday — 7 pm

Spring Lake Park

Spring Lake Park City Hall
1301 81st Ave NE
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432
Ph: 763-784-6491
slpmn.org
Mon. July 23
City Council “workshop”: assistant to
the city administrator applicants — 6 pm
Planning Comm. — 7 pm
Mon. Aug. 6
City Council — 7 pm

Circle
Pines
ANOKA
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT
1318 McKay Dr NE #300
Ham Lake, MN 55304
Ph.: (763) 434-2030
anokaswcd.org
Mon. Aug. 20 — 5 pm

NEW LAWS cont. from page B-2
admission to or allow discharge
from a nursing facility or prevent
readmission.
Rep. Tara Mack (R-Apple Valley)
and Sen. Julie Rosen (R-Fairmont)
sponsor the law.
HF2060/SF1543*/CH169
MILITARY AND VETERAN
AFFAIRS
Honor guards given equal priority
Honor guards are paid up to $50
each time they provide services,
such as playing “Taps,” at the
funeral of a military veteran.
Effective July 1, 2012, the veterans
affairs commissioner cannot
prioritize these payments based on
whether the honor guard units are
sponsored by organizations that
have charitable gambling operations.
Previously, when funding ran low,
honor guards sponsored by charitable gambling organizations could
see their payments delayed until
the end of the year due to
permissible language.
The new law is sponsored by Rep.
Dean Urdahl (R-Grove City) and
Sen. Mike Parry (R-Waseca).
HF1903*/SF1814/CH149
PUBLIC SAFETY
Notifying an abuse victim’s parents
An extra phone call will need to be
made when a child is a crime
victim.
Sponsored by Rep. Bruce Vogel
(R-Willmar) and Sen. Gary Dahms
(R-Redwood Falls), a new law will
add to the custody order in a
divorce agreement so that each
party must “notify the other party if
the minor child is the victim of an
alleged crime and shall provide the
name of the investigating law
enforcement officer.” It will also
require law enforcement to
immediately notify a local welfare
agency if the child is a victim of
neglect, physical abuse or sexual
abuse outside the family.
Parents who are under a protective
order or in the Safe at Home
program will have the notification
provided through a third party so as
to avoid direct contact with their
former spouse.
HF1899/SF2297*/CH153
North Metro Telecommunications
Commission

Operations Committee
Tues. July 31, 10:30 am
North Metro TV, 12520 Polk St NE, Blaine

ANOKA COUNTY RECORD
Circle
Pines DISTRICTS
SCHOOL
Circle
Pines
Anoka-Hennepin
ISD #11
11299 Hanson Blvd NW
Coon Rapids MN 55433
Ph.: (763) 506-1000
anoka.k12.mn.us
Mon. Aug. 13
School Board “work session” — 6 pm,
Staff Development Center, 2727 N
Ferry St., Anoka

Circle
Pines
Centennial
ISD #12
4707 North Rd
Circle Pines, MN 55014
Ph.: (763) 792-6000
isd12.org
Mon. Aug. 6
School Board — Closed Session 5:30 pm
“work session” follows

Circle
PinesHeights ISD #13
Columbia
1440 49th Ave NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Ph.: (763) 528-4436
columbia.mn.schoolwebpages.com
Call for information

Circle
PinesArea ISD #728
Elk River
815 Hwy 10
Elk River, MN 55330
Ph.: (763) 241-3400
elkriver.k12.mn.us
School Board meetings held at Elk River City
Hall, Council Chambers, 13065 Orono Pkwy
unless otherwise noted:

Mon. July 23 — 7 pm , Elk River City
Hall
Mon. July 30— 6 pm “Work session”,
School District office

Circle
Pines
Forest
Lake ISD #831
6100 N 210th St
Forest Lake, MN 55025
Ph.: (651) 982-8100
forestlake.k12.mn.us
Call for information

CircleFridley
Pines ISD #14
6000 W Moore Lake Dr
Fridley, MN 55432
Ph.: (763) 502-5000
fridley.k12.mn.us
School Board mtgs held at Fridley City
Hall, 6431 University Ave NE; Work
Session — 5:30 pm, Public Comment
— 7 pm; Meeting — 7:30 pm
Next meeting: Aug 21

Circle
St.Pines
Francis ISD #15
4115 Ambassador Blvd
St. Francis, MN 55070
Ph.: (763) 753-7040
stfrancis.k12.mn.us
Mon. Aug. 13 — 6:30 pm Public
comment; School Bd Meeting 7 pm

Spring Lake Park ISD #16
1415 81st Ave NE
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432
Ph.: (763) 786-5570
splkpark.k12.mn.us/
Tue. Aug. 14 — 7 pm

∂White Bear Lake ISD #624
4855 Bloom Ave
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-5418
Ph.: (651) 407-7501
whitebear.k12.mn.us
Mon. Aug. 13 — 7 pm

Circle
Pines
916
Intermediate

School District

2540 Cty Rd F, White Bear Lake
Board meetings at Bellaire School,
District Office Board Room
Ph.: (651) 415-5562
nemetro.k12.mn.us

Wed. Aug. 8 — 6 pm
(“Work session” originally scheduled
for July 31 has been cancelled)

MEETINGS LISTED ON THIS PAGE
ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE —
CALL AHEAD TO VERIFY
NEXT ISSUE : AUGUST 2
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IPAD SUMMARIZES
ADVISORY OPINIONS
AND CHANGES TO
PUBLIC DATA LAWS
The Minnesota Department of Administration’s IPAD (Information and
Policy Analysis Division) has released a
summary of changes in state laws
affecting the Data Practices Act (Chapter 13 of state statutes) and the Open
Meeting Law (Chapter 13D). These
changes take effect Aug. 1, (or unless
otherwise noted) as a result of the
actions of the last legislative session.

CHANGES TO CHAPTER 13
Default Responsible Authority (RA) –
Section 13.02, subdivision 16: Establishes a default RA in local political
subdivisions until one is designated by
the governing body. (Chapter 290, sec. 9)
Judicial Branch Data – Sec. 13.03,
subd. 4: Clarifies that judicial branch
data sent to government entities are
classified by relevant state or federal
law and not court rules. (Ch. 290, sec. 12)
Advisory Opinions – Sec. 13.072,
subd. 2: Requires the Commissioner of
Administration to indicate when an
opinion is not intended to provide
guidance to all similarly situated
persons or entities. (Ch. 290, sec. 13)
Decedent Data – Sec. 13.10, subd. 1:
Clarifies the discharge of a personal
representative. (Ch. 290, sec. 14)
Security Information – Sec. 13.37,
subd. 1 and 2: Requires a short description from an RA explaining the
necessity for a security information
classification. (Ch. 290, sec. 16-17)
Genetic Information Public Health
Exception – Sec. 13.386, subd. 4
(new): Allows the Commissioner of
Health to collect, store, use and
disseminate genetic information as
required or permitted by statute or rule.
The subdivision expires July 1, 2012.
Effective day following enactment.
(Ch. 292, article 4, sec. 1)

Civil Investigative Data – Sec. 13.39,
subd. 4: Provides that civil investigative
data protections do not apply when the
sole issue or dispute is a government
entity’s timeliness in responding to a
data request. (Ch. 290, sec. 20)
Personnel data – Sec. 13.43, subd. 2:
Clarifies that the “complete” terms of a
settlement agreement are public. Expands
the definition of “public official” to
include certain local government officials
making additional data about those
individuals public in specified circumstances. Effective day following enactment and applies to any agreement
entered into or modified after that date.
(Ch. 280)

Employees of Contractors – Sec.
13.43, subd. 19 (new): Classifies as private
certain personal contact information of
a contractor’s or subcontractor’s
employees maintained because of a
contractual relationship entered on or
after Aug. 1, 2012; requires mandatory
disclosures to a government entity for
functions authorized by law and to a
government entity or any person for
prevailing wage purposes. (Ch. 290, sec. 23)
Appraisal Data – Sec. 13.44, subd. 3:
Allows for data on real property
estimated or appraised values to become
public at the discretion of the government entity. Effective day following
enactment. (Ch. 290, sec. 24)
Welfare Data Sharing – Sec. 13.46,
subd. 2: Clarifies that private welfare
data may be shared with investigators
acting on behalf of a county, state or
federal government. (Ch. 216, art. 15, sec. 1)
Welfare Investigative Data – Sec.
13.46, subd. 3: Classifies as public
during an investigation, the existence
of an investigation by the Commissioner of Human Services of possible
overpayments of public funds to a service provider. (Ch. 216, art. 15, sec. 2)

Welfare Licensing Data – Sec. 13.46,
subd. 4: Moves existing language that
classifies as public data, an applicant
whose license is denied or sanctioned
based on a determination of maltreatment;
classifies as public, the reason for a
license holder or applicant’s disqualification; allows for certain sharings;
and provides the Commissioner of
Human Services with access to background study data on individual
licensees. (Ch. 216, art. 15, sec. 2)
Applicants for Public Appointment –
Sec. 13.601, subd. 3: Makes data that
are public for applicants for appointment
to a public body consistent with data
that are currently public about government employees. (Ch. 290, sec. 37)
CHANGES TO CHAPTER 13D
(OPEN MEETING LAW)
OML Web Posting – Sec. 13D.015:
Clarifies that the web posting requirement
for state-wide bodies that meet by telephone or other electronic means is 10
days prior to any regular meeting. (Ch.
290, sec. 63)

OML Coded Elsewhere – Sec. 13D.08
(new): Creates a new section that cites
other sections of statutes that pertain to
the Open Meeting Law. (Ch. 290, sec. 64)
DNR Licensing Data – Sec. 84.0874:
Classifies as private, electronic licensing
data maintained by the Department of
Natural Resources and allows discretionary sharing with persons and entities
for specified purposes. (Ch. 290, sec. 69)
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage
Council Appraisal Data — Sec. 97A.
056, subd. 13 (new): Provides that acquisition data provided by project recipients
to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage
Council funding may remain private
during negotiations but must become
public. (Ch. 264, art. 1, sec. 4)
Alcohol and Drug Counselor
Licensing Data — Sec. 148F.025,
subd. 4 and 148F.09, subd. 6: Classifies
as private certain alcohol and drug
counselor data. (Ch. 197, art. 2, sec. 6, 19)
Traffic Accident Data — Sec. 169.09,
subd. 13: Allows, upon written request,
an attorney or representative of an
insurer of an individual involved in an
accident to access a traffic accident
report sent to the Commissioner of
Public Safety. Effective day following
enactment. (Ch. 185, sec. 3)
Public Safety Data Sharing — Sec.
256.01, subd. 18d and 18e (new):
Requires the Commissioner of Public
Safety to provide certain driver’s
license data to the Commissioner of
Human Services to determine improper
enrollment in public assistance. Effective July 1, 2013. (Ch. 247, art. 3, sec. 3-4)
Advisory Committee on Capitol Area
Security — Sec. 299E.04: A committee
that meets to assess the safety and
security risks in the Capitol is subject
to Chapters 13 and 13D and has access
to certain not public data. Effective day
following enactment. (Ch. 258, sec. 2)
Vikings Stadium – Sec. 473J.09 (new),
473J.11 (new), and 473J.15 (new): The
Metropolitan Sports Authority is subject
to Chapters 13 and 13D; certain financial
information is not public. Effective day
following enactment. (Ch. 299, sec. 13, 15, 19)
REPEALED
IRRRB Data — Sec. 13.4967, subd. 6a
and 298.22, subd. 12: Repeals not public
classification of certain data maintained
by the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation office; repealed retroactively
from the date of final enactment. (Ch.
290, sec. 72)

CASE LAW UPDATE
In Krout, et al. v. City of Greenfield,
27-CV-10-13395 (Minn. Ct. App. April
16, 2012, unpublished), the City of
Greenfield provided cell phone data of
certain elected officials in response to a
request. The elected officials argued
that they were employees under Minnesota Statutes, section 13.43, making

SECTION C
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certain cell phone data private. The
Court of Appeals held that because the
City did not consider its elected officials
employees, the elected officials at issue
were not employees (the Court declined
to decide whether all elected officials are
government employees). The Court
found that allowing government entities
to make this determination comported
with both the purpose and public policy
of Chapter 13.
SUMMARIES OF RECENT
OPINIONS BY IPAD
COMMISSIONER
APPLICANTS FOR PUBLIC
OFFICE. Opinion 12-007: A city
asked about the classification of
certain data it collected and maintained
about a candidate for public office. The
candidate submitted an Affidavit of
Candidacy and a copy of her driver’s
license as proof of residency. Both the
Affidavit and the copy of the driver’s
license are public pursuant to the
general presumption.
PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
SUMMARY UNDER OML.
Opinion 12-008: A newspaper asked if
a school district complied with the
Open Meeting Law regarding its
summary of the superintendent's performance evaluation. The Board conducted the evaluation during a closed
“workshop” meeting held before its
regular meeting, and provided a summary
at a regular meeting the next month
(see Minnesota Statutes, section 13D.
05, subdivision 3(a)). The workshop
was a special meeting pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 13D.04, subdivision
1, and therefore separate from the regular
meeting that immediately followed
adjournment of the special meeting.
Thus, the Board should have provided
the summary at that regular meeting,
because it was its next open meeting.
Also, public bodies should convene and
adjourn or otherwise conclude meetings
in open session.
SQUAD CAR VIDEOS NOT
PERSONNEL DATA. Opinion 12-010:
An individual who was pulled over by
peace officers and subjected to a strip
search asked for access to the squad car
video of the incident. The City denied
access, saying it was private personnel
data because there is an active internal
affairs investigation. The videotape
contains arrest and/or response/incident
data, and as such, may not be classified
as private personnel data, even if the
City is now using those data in its internal
affairs investigation of the officers.
SEPARATION AGREEMENTS.
Opinion 12-006: A school district asked
about the classification of certain data
in a separation agreement between the
district and a former employee. The
district provided redacted copies of the
agreement in response to data requests
by the media, stating that the redacted
portions contained data classified as
private by Minnesota Statutes, section
13.43, subdivision 4. Some of the
redacted data were public under Minnesota Statutes, section 13.43, subdivision
2(a), as well as the general presumption.
Also, some of the data were properly
classified as private personnel data.
ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT
CONTRACTS. Opinion 12-009: In
response to a request for a copy of the
superintendent’s contract, a school district
provided access to public personnel
data it extracted from the contract, but
refused to provide a redacted copy of
the contract itself. The District should
have provided a copy of the actual
contract, with appropriate redactions if
applicable.
An archive of past opinions of the
IPAD Commissioner and information
on public data practices in Minnesota is
available on the IPAD website:
www.ipad.state.mn.us

