AN OFFICIAL
LEGAL NEWSPAPER FOR
ANOKA COUNTY

THURSDAY | FEBRUARY 28, 2013 | Vol. 2 No. 12 | FREE
MAYORS’ PRESS CONFERENCE AT CAPITOL

Circle Pines mayor joins effort to secure more
LGA funding for city governments
Circle Pines mayor Dave Bartholomay joined four fellow mayors in a Feb. 21 press conference
at the State Capitol where they showed their support for Gov. Dayton’s plan to restore funding
of Local Government Aid (LGA).
LGA was a creation of the state legislature forty years ago, and is a formula
used to redistribute state taxpayer dollars to city governments. However, the
distribution of the monies has been
hotly debated over those four decades
— centering around the needs of certain smaller cities over other larger
ones and the lack of accountability in
the spending of these funds. City governments have taken the state taxpayer
dollars (referred to as a “welfare system
for city governments” by critics) and
deposited them in their general funds for
spending as they see fit.

Mayors Dave Kleis (St. Cloud), Debbie Goettel (Richfield) and
Dave Bartholomay (Circle Pines) at LGA press conference
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Mayor Dave Kleis of St. Cloud, the eighth largest city in the state with a population of over
65,000, said in a press release, “LGA is critical to provide essential services that property
taxpayers cannot absorb.”
Kleis was among the contingent in the press conference organized by St. Paul mayor Chris
Coleman, who is a strong supporter of the LGA program. Besides Coleman, Richfield mayor
Debbie Goettel and West St. Paul mayor John Zanmiller also offered remarks. Minneapolis
mayor R. T. Rybak was not able to attend the press conference but was identified as the chair
of a task force formed by the governor for the purpose of restoring funds to the LGA program
and developing new means of distributing those funds. Kleis is co-chair of the task force,
which is expected to complete its work before the end of this year.
Rep. Pam Myhra (R-Burnsville, Dist.
56A) has introduced House File 604
to clarify the 2012 law she chiefauthored requiring more transparency for public employee separation
agreements. Her 2012 bill passed the
legislature unanimously, was signed
into law by the governor, and went
into effect May 5, 2012.

“Last year’s separation agreement bill called for more transparency, so taxpayers
and parents can understand why large sums of public funds are paid out for individuals to leave their jobs,” said Myhra.
House File 604; amending Minnesota Statutes 2012, section 13.43, subdivision 2;
gives more specific guidelines for disclosure of the reasons for payouts involving
$10,000 or more of public funds. Additionally, HF 604 clarifies the employment
positions subject to disclosure of underlying data and removes language recently
identified by the Information Policy Analysis Division of the Minnesota Department of Administration, as allowing exceptions for compliance with the law.
Co-authors of the bill include Rep. Peggy Scott (R-Andover), Rep. Mary Liz Holberg (R-Lakeville), Rep. Will Morgan (DFL-Burnsville) and Rep. Steve Drazkowski (R-Mazeppa). The bill has been referred to the House Civil Law Committee, on which Scott and Holberg serve. Rep. John Lesch (DFL-St. Paul) and Rep.
Susan Allen (DFL-Minneapolis) are the respective Chair and Vice Chair of the
committee.
The initial bill that was passed in 2012 and the new HF 604 were inspired by recent
incidents of public employees being paid exhorbitant sums of money to leave their
jobs, while keeping the details behind those decisions away from the public eye.
Myhra’s bills aim for transparency in such closed-door matters.
Among these recent incidents had the Burnsville School Board authorizing the
payment of over $250,000 to the school district’s Human Resources Director,
Tania Z. Chance, in exchange for her resignation and to drop a complaint she had
filed against school district superintendent Randall Clegg. Clegg later announced
he intends to retire from the job once his contract expires.
A few weeks ago, the principal of Henry Sibley High School, Robin Percival, was
paid over $64,000 to quit her job by the West St. Paul-Mendota Heights-Eagan
school board. School district officials would only say that there had been a complaint against the principal, which was investigated but no disciplinary was taken.
“My bill last year received strong bipartisan and public support. I hope to build on
that support for transparency this legislative session,” said Myhra. “Based on statements from school districts and local governments, they also want more transparency and I look forward to working with them.” —ACR staff , House press release
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SEN. BRANDEN PETERSEN SIGNS ON
AS CO-AUTHOR OF
GAY MARRIAGE BILL
by Cyndy Brucato — MinnPost
Republicans were active on the gay marriage
issue last week, with one GOP senator
elaborating on his role as a co-author
supporting legalization and a spokesman for
the GOP Senate caucus confirming members Sen. Branden Petersen
are considering alternative legislation.
(R - Andover, Dist. 35)
“I think limited-government conservatives are interested in engaging
on this issue,” said Sen. Branden Petersen in a statement, “...as a
strong proponent of limited government, conservative principles and
individual liberty, I’m proud to support legislation that would extend
the freedom to marry to same-sex couples in the state of Minnesota
I strongly believe that true freedom means freedom for everyone.”

Proponents of the LGA program have consistently argued that city government services
would be drastically diminshed without it.

NEW LEGISLATION
INTRODUCED TO
MAKE PUBLIC
EMPLOYEE PAYOUTS
MORE TRANSPARENT

CITY OF HAM LAKE

In an interview, Petersen said the general tone of his fellow caucus
members is one of openness. “Not all are supportive of my ideas [but]
I think there are people who are starting to come to terms on the issue.”
Senate GOP Communications Director Brad Biers said Minority
Leader David Hann had no comment on Petersen’s position but
said there was a “casual discussion” of whether Republicans would
counter with more limited legislation that would legalize civil unions
or domestic partnership status for gay couples.
Petersen said he’s already had “a lot of feedback” from people in
his district in Andover. “It spans the whole spectrum. People are
vehemently opposed and elated and everything in between,” he said.
In his own case, Petersen said he believes that people in his district are
more sophisticated and will consider the principles behind his decision.
MinnPost.com is a nonprofit, member-supported news site that provides high-quality
journalism for people who care about Minnesota.

County Board Observations…
“Where’s the Beef!” - Star Tribune - Unions challenge
Anoka County’s repealing of prevailing wage rule
In yesterday’s print edition of the Star Tribune, and posted
on their website, is another “he said / she said” finger
pointing article about the Anoka County Board by reporter
Paul Levy. This one is titled “Unions Challenge Anoka
County’s repeal of prevailing wage rule.”
So what is “Prevailing Wage?” One state defines it as
follows: “Prevailing Wage is defined as the hourly wage,
usual benefits and overtime, paid in the largest city in each
county, to the majority of workers, laborers, mechanics.
Prevailing wages are established, by the Department of
Labor & Industries, for each trade and occupation employed
in the performance of public work. They are established
separately for each county, and are reflective of local wage
conditions.”
Needless to say, it is a highly contentious issue. Some say it drives costs up because
it distorts the true cost of labor, while others say that it is needed to ensure that fair
wages are paid and prevents cheap out of state labor from taking local jobs.
I am not writing about the merits of “Prevailing Wage”. That is a topic that has been
covered by many people who are more educated on the issue than I am. My focus is
on how the Star Tribune has reported the way the Anoka County Board addressed this
issue at a meeting earlier this month.
The Star Tribune article and the type of journalism it promotes really bugs me as a
publisher. Where are the hard facts? It reminds me of when I was a kid and would
watch the old lady in the Wendy’s commercials. She would say “Where’s the Beef!”
Well Star Tribune, “Where are the facts!”
This Star Tribune prevailing wage article is pretty much devoid of any hard facts or
analysis. It is purely finger pointing, and sensational journalism. It fails to provide
readers with information so they can make an intelligent decision on their own.
The first issue in the article that caught my attention was the statement from the
unions claiming that they were “deprived” of a public hearing.
Did the article explore this depravation claim? No. Was the county required to hold
a public hearing? The article does not say. If the county is not required to hold a
public hearing, could the union be deprived of one? How can you be deprived of
something that you were not entitled to get in the first place? There is no evidence
that the reporter researched this issue or that he asked the unions under what grounds
COUNTY BOARD OBSERVATIONS continued on page 4
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Generous Public Employee Contracts
bill passes House

GOP leaders rule out reprisals against caucus members who
vote for gay marriage by James Nord — MinnPost

Feb. 15 — The House this week approved five public employee contracts
and two compensation plans, covering approximately 35,000 workers. I
have significant concerns with the bill which passed in the House, but I
also am highly disappointed in the committee process.

Supporting same-sex marriage legislation which likely would require
some bipartisan support to pass in
Minnesota may have just gotten
easier for some Republicans.

The contracts grant 2% pay increases and step
increases for eligible employees (approximately half). All contracts include a continuation of employers covering 100% of employee health insurance premium and 85%
of dependent coverage (premiums estimated
to increase 9% in 2013). Who do you know
in the private sector that has 100% of their
health care premium paid by their employer?

For Republican lawmakers and some rural
Democrats, the divisive issue will be very
difficult to navigate.
So far, neither Democrats nor Republicans
have counted legislative votes, and both
sides said they wouldn’t take official caucus positions on the issue.

The latest numbers from the seven contracts
approved to date with 11 more contracts to be
approved show a $249 million increase in the
2014-15 all-funds budget.

But GOP legislative leaders said that Republican members wouldn’t face punishment from their caucuses for supporting the
measure, should they choose.

This Democrat plan gives government workers a 2% pay raise just one month after most
Minnesotans received a 2% reduction in takehome pay. The contracts spend millions more of taxpayer dollars, but fail
to include much-needed reform to contain taxpayer costs. Our unfunded
liability to the state pension systems has a shortfall of approximately
$16.7 billion, yet Democrats refused to address this issue.
Republicans tried to improve the bill in the committee process, but
Democrats were not interested in conducting due diligence. In fact, one
state Representative said in a public meeting that his subcommittee was
nothing more than a rubber stamp for employee contracts. That comment
should make us all cringe. Thank goodness someone called him out on this.
You can click here to see it happen on video: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=tMN39_keUxY
The bottom line is the governor and his fellow Democrats are yet again
favoring bigger government over smarter government. This is a key reason
they are calling for massive tax increases on middle-class Minnesotans. Private-sector taxpayers are not reaping the rewards of generous state contracts,
yet are stuck paying bill. We will never get our state’s budget in order for the
long haul with that kind of thinking and lack of accountability at the Capitol.

“People are elected to vote what they believe to be the right thing, and that’s how we
should operate,” Senate Minority Leader
David Hann told reporters Feb. 15. “I don’t
anticipate there’s going to be punitive actions taken against members based on how
they vote, and I certainly don’t support that.”
House Minority Leader Kurt Daudt agreed.
Both Republican leaders personally favor
preserving Minnesota’s current state law
defining marriage as between one man and
one woman. It’s unclear, though, how much
relief Hann’s reassurance will provide onthe-fence lawmakers, especially suburban
Republicans whose districts voted against
the failed constitutional amendment to ban
gay marriage last November.
For instance, House Deputy Minority

Leader Jenifer Loon (R-Eden Prairie) has
declined to say how she would vote. An Associated Press report shows in other states,
bucking party lines to support such proposals has cost some Republican lawmakers.
The public face of the campaign to legalize
gay marriage launched on Feb. 14 with a
huge rally at the Capitol.
The amendment-turned-lobbying campaign, Minnesotans United For All Families, has marshaled thousands of volunteers
in support of same-sex marriage, and many
individual lawmakers deeply support the
plan. Even so, DFL legislative leaders have
remained quiet.
House Speaker Paul Thissen acknowledged that the major DFL legislative
leaders personally support legalizing gay
marriage. But he and Senate Majority
Leader Tom Bakk declined to even guarantee that any proposal would land on
the House or Senate floors, let alone pass.
Bills that will have 34 votes are going to get to the floor of the Senate,”
Bakk joked, referring to the number of votes required to pass legislation. “Those that don’t probably won’t.”
“I expect you’re going to see hearings”
on gay marriage legislation,” Bakk said.
“But my thought is we will try and get
the budget off of the floor in the Senate
and into conference committee before we
take up any significant policy initiatives.”
MinnPost.com is a nonprofit, member-supported
news site that provides high-quality journalism for
people who care about Minnesota.

National Org for Marriage vows to spend $500K to defeat GOP legislators who vote for gay marriage
By Joe Kimball — MinnPost

Feb. 25—Minnesota legislators who may face a vote
on legalizing gay marriage have a new consideration
on the issue.
In addition to listening to their consciences and constituents, they now have word from the National Organization for Marriage that the national group will spend
$500,000 to defeat any Republican legislator who votes
for gay marriage.

And the group will support any DFL legislators who
vote against it.
“Marriage is not a partisan issue, and NOM does not
hesitate to oppose weak Republicans and support strong
Democrats,” said Brian Brown, NOM president.
The group is initially targeting GOP state Sen. Branden
Petersen, who last week said he’s planning to co-sponsor a gay marriage bill.
“Republicans like Branden Petersen don’t realize that
not only is voting to redefine marriage a terrible pol-

House passes Uniform Electronic
Legal Material Act

board with a budget that doesn’t impose taxes on our
small businesses and hard-working families. Unfortunately, the motion was rejected.

Feb. 25 — Last week, I was proud to work with colleagues on both sides of the aisle to pass the Uniform
Electronic Legal Material Act. This bill requires that
official electronic legal material
– including the Constitution, state
laws, statutes, or rules – be authenticated by providing a method
to determine that it is unaltered,
preserved (either in electronic or
print form), and accessible for
use by the public on a permanent
basis. Increasingly, state governments across the country are
publishing laws, statutes, agency
rules, and court decisions online.
This legislation is aimed at determining how legal materials will
be preserved for the long term.
If a state preserves legal material electronically, it must
provide for back-up and recovery and ensure the integrity and continuing usability of the material. As a coauthor on this bill, I was happy to see that it passed with
unanimous bipartisan support!

One of the issues I’ve worked on for a few years has
been a shared parenting proposal that gives more equal
time for unmarried parents to spend time with their children. I had a conference call with stakeholders on this
topic last week. We passed a bill last session on this issue, but Governor Dayton did not sign it. I’m hoping to
work across the aisle again this year to get a bill passed
and signed by the governor.

Governor Dayton’s tax plan came to the House floor last
week. I used the opportunity to express my concerns
about how the governor’s proposed tax increases would
hit middle class families the hardest. Along with my Republican colleagues, I supported a motion that would
have forced Governor Dayton to go back to the drawing

The governor also calls for $44
million to be used in providing
opportunity scholarships or “vouchers” that empower
parents to send their kids to early childhood programs
of their choice. This proposal would be a positive step
forward for our schools and has the support of a number
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Governor’s Business-to-Business
Sales Tax Plan
Feb. 25 — K-12 Budget: Last
week, a House committee reviewed the details of Gov. Mark
Dayton’s proposed K-12 budget
for the next biennium. His bill
would increase school spending
by $344 million over the next
two years, but unfortunately
neglects to pay back the $1.1
billion dollars in delayed K-12
payments until 2017.

FEBRUARY 28, 2013

icy, it is also a career-ending vote for a Republican,”
Brown said in a statement. “NOM will do everything
in our power to defeat any Republican who votes in
favor of same-sex marriage. Legislators need look no
further than what happened to GOP Senators in New
York. Four of them were responsible for passing gay
marriage. We helped take out three of those Senators by
repeatedly informing their constituents of their betrayal
on marriage.
NATIONAL ORG FOR MARRIAGE cont. on page 3
of Republicans.
Business-to-Business Taxes:
The Governor’s tax plan will begin to make its way
through the committee process this week. One of the
most controversial items, with concerns voiced by Republicans and Democrats alike, has been the proposed
tax on business-to-business services such as advertising, legal, and accounting services.
Taxing business-to-business services such as these is
what is known as “tax pyramiding.” Tax pyramiding is
when taxes are added to the line of production when
goods and services are produced. Adding extra costs, in
this case the business to business taxes, raises the cost
of doing business. These costs are passed on to consumers in the form of higher prices or reduced services.
There is great cause for concern from both sides of the
aisle about the impact this tax provision would have on
businesses and jobs across Minnesota, and I will continue to monitor its progress closely as session continues.
Looking Ahead:
This week on February 28th, we will receive the latest revenue forecast from the Minnesota Department
of Revenue. This will be the last forecast released before the budget is passed later in session, and will be an
important step to determine exactly where our state’s
finances are at.
This forecast will determine exactly how much our
state’s budget gap will be, and the parameters we have
to work with in crafting a state budget for the 2014-

2015 biennium.
PAGE 2
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EATING OUR OWN

ST. FRANCIS ISD 15 SCHOOL BOARD APPOINTS ROBERTS TO RUSTAD SEAT

After Senator Branden Petersen publicly stated that he
will support a bill legalizing gay marriage if certain conditions are met, the response from some conservatives
was hateful, petty, and fairly ignorant.

At a Special Meeting Feb. 20, the St. Francis school
board hoped to put its removal of school board member
Matthew Rustad behind them as they appointed Oak
Grove resident David Roberts to the board, after interA prime example is the Facebook posting of one Anoka viewing a total of six candidates.
County conservative who labeled Petersen a “piece of Rustad was removed from office by a 4-2 vote of the
s**,” and wished that Petersen and
school board on Dec. 10, 2012, stemming from a conhis father-in-law (who is gay) “get
troversy where Rustad was found to have plagiarized
what they deserve.”
a column he submitted to the school district’s monthly
newspaper, The Courier.

The Watchdog isn’t going to defend Petersen’s stand on this issue
or argue in favor of gay marriage.
We know that many of our loyal
readers disagree with him on this
issue and passionately so.

OPINION

That’s fine and it’s the constitutional right of our readers
to support or oppose candidates for office.
But we need to be more adult about this, folks. Overall,
we’re on the same team.

Using the style of a candidate forum, the school board
interviewed all candidates at the same time, rather than
conducting individual interviews. Six prepared questions were posed to all six candidates:
1. What motivated you to apply for this position?
2. What do you see as the biggest challenges the
school board faces?
3. How do you envision the interaction between the
school board and the community?

And while we won’t be advocating gay marriage, we
4. How would you strengthen community relations?
will be happy to defend Petersen’s record thus far at the
Capitol and point out that he’s a true libertarian who is
5. Why do you feel you are qualified to be a school
willing to cast his vote in favor of less government and board member?
individual freedom.
6. Tell us of your current involvement ([in the last]
Remember last year when he took on the Teachers’ Union four to six years) in either your local community or
and chief authored a bill to cut back teacher tenure and within your school district.
allow districts to make layoff decisions based on merit
Applicants were limited to 90-second responses. Two
and not seniority?
applicants were hampered by the time constraint, ValPretty bold stuff for a freshman from a swing district.
erie Holthus of Andover and Betsy Roed of Oak Grove.
And how about that 2012 Taxpayer’s League score? Holthus had a difficult time containing her comments
within the short time frame however Roed’s difficulty
Perfect 100%. Lifetime score of 85.
was the ability to speak that long as it was evident that
He also sports an “A” rating from the National Rifle
illness had made her hoarse.
Association.
Applicants’ answers to Questions 2, 3 and 4 covered
He is Pro Life and votes that way.
mostly the same ground — that the public’s perception of
The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) the school board needs to improve and that school board
has scored Petersen at 100% regarding his votes that af- members ought to be more active in the community by
fect small businesses in Minnesota.
participating in events and organizations. Holthus was
Hence, you folks out there screaming about Petersen be- particularly specific in this area and cited a number of
activities that school board members should become
ing a RINO and a traitor need to back off.
involved in.
It’s simply not true. Petersen has proven his bona fides
Although Rustad was not mentioned by name nor his
and can call himself a conservative and a libertarian.
removal, the word “trust” was used a few times by some
If you don’t like his stand on gay marriage, feel free to of the interviewees in the context that the school board
disagree. You have the right to withdraw your support needs to repair its stature in the community. Roed said
from Petersen and to work against him when next stands she was tired of the negatives and wanted to speak of
for re-election.
positives.
When 2016 rolls around, the Watchdog will survey Pe- Former school board member Renee Lipinski of
tersen’s overall body of work in the Senate and pass judg- Zimmerman was among the applicants and said that
ment then. In the meantime, we will be happy to thank she felt budget cuts were among the greatest challenges
Petersen for his commitment to free market capitalism, the school board faces today. Holthus provided
school choice, low taxes and limited government.
board members with a handout from the organization
Moreover, it’s a joke to see some of these anti-gay marriage groups jump on Petersen and use his him to raise
money to fight what they themselves brought on with
their hare brained constitutional amendment last year.
Remember their claims?

PAGE 3

Minnesota 2020 that showed the financial picture for
education in the state.
Darrel Untereker of Cedar said he applied for the open
seat because he wanted to be sure the school board had
a large compliment of applicants to choose from.

Let’s put a gay marriage ban on the ballot in 2012! It Besides Lipinski, another former elected official was
will drive conservatives to the polls! It will drain money considered. Former Oak Grove city councilor Juanita
away from the DFL! People will love it!
Reed-Boniface said she had considered running for a
school board seat a few years ago and is now retired
How did that all work out?
from the University of Minnesota Extension Service.
Liberals outvoted us, we got outspent all around, and we
Holthus’s background includes unsuccessful runs for
lost our historic majorities in the legislature.
Andover’s city council and the St. Francis ISD #15
We got killed in some suburban districts because of the school board, but is currently in her ninth year as a
marriage amendment.
Planning Commission member in Andover, and was
Frankly, the majority of conservatives in this state are also on the Parks Commission there for six years. She
sick and tired of hearing from the same group of incom- said she is a work experience coordinator at Andover
petent self-described GOP “strategists” who keep giving High School and was involved in the efforts to build the
YMCA/Community Center in Andover.
us losing propositions.

ISD #15 school district despite having acquaintances’
attempts to dissuade him. At that point, Roberts decided
to become involved in school district activities to form
his own opinions. He told the board members that he
feels it’s important to support board decisions even if
the member voted on the losing side. Roberts’ overall
message this evening was one of unity which would
lead to successful levy referendums, he said.
Roberts was given the oath of office by board chair
Amy Kelly and took his seat immediately, participating
in a two-hour closed session regarding labor negotiation
strategies.

NATIONAL ORG FOR MARRIAGE
continued from page 2

They are now out of office. We will not hesitate to do
the same thing in Minnesota.”
While announcing the stance he expects Republican
legislators to take, Brown urged DFLers not to listen to
their party leaders.
“We urge Democrats in the Minnesota Legislature to
vote their values, and not what their party bosses tell
them. Standing for true marriage is the right thing to do
for Minnesota families, and especially for children. The
fact is that Minnesota children, and all children, have a
right to expect laws that promote them being raised by
a mother and father. We will support those legislators,
Democrats and Republicans alike, who vote for Minnesota family values, just as we have done in other states.”
The group says its state political fund spent $2.2 million
in the an effort to pass a state constitutional amendment
that was defeated by voters in November.

Minnesota Council of Nonprofits opposes
Dayton’s plan to tax members’ services
By Joe Kimball — MinnPost
Feb. 26 —The Minnesota Council of Nonprofits has
joined the groups lining up to oppose some of Gov.
Mark Dayton’s proposed budget.
The Council says it supports much of the plan such as
the parts about raising revenue and reducing regressivity but doesn’t want to see many nonprofits included in
the proposal to extend the sales tax to include services.
Business associations and groups also have railed
against the plan to tax services such as accounting, advertising, legal and consulting services. (While adding
services to the tax, the governor’s plan called for cutting
the existing 6.875 percent sales tax to 5.5 percent.)
Many services provided by nonprofits would remain
untaxed under the governor’s proposal, including those
involving human services and health, said Susie Brown,
the Council’s policy director.
And some nonprofits those that operate “exclusively
for charitable purposes,” according to the law already
are exempt from the current sales tax and would continue to be exempt from the proposed tax on services.
But other services provided by nonprofits, including
music lessons, swimming lessons, legal services and
financial counseling, would be subject to the expanded
services tax.

NONPROFITS OPPOSE PLAN cont. on page 5

The marriage amendment, Tom Emmer, Kurt Bills, Allen After one hour of questioning followed by closing
statements, David Roberts was ultimately chosen for
Quist.
the seat through a process similar to Instant Runoff
Goodness, this crowd managed to lose photo ID! It was Voting (a/k/a Ranked Choice Voting) where the school
an 80% positive issue going into the election.
board members ranked their choices 1 through 6 on
We’ve had enough of your bad advice and we’re paying handwritten ballots.
the price.
District auditor Adrienne Mutzenberger announced
We haven’t turned our back on conservative ideals. during the meeting that her tabulations and the ballots
We’ve just grown tired of your amazing ability to turn would be retained by school superintendent Ed Saxton.
those universal ideals into losing campaigns.
Roberts owns a business in Columbia Heights and
Unlike Midas, everything you people touch turns into... took residence in Oak Grove a few years ago. He said
during the meeting that he enrolled his children in the
Branden Petersen isn’t the problem.
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Ham Lake Snowbowl
Results & Photos
Sandy H. from Blaine was the $500 winner of the
medallion hunt and she found the medallion after
the day 4 clue was posted on the website.
Christian C. from Johnsville Elementary drew the
winning design for this year’s Snowbowl button.
Paul and Deneena Hughes won first place in
the snowsculpture contest with a sculpture they
named “Overwhelmed”.
First place in the Men’s Division for Broomball
was “One More Year Mpls.”
First place in the Co-Rec Division for Broomball
was “District V-Richfield”
— Courtesy of the Ham Lake Chamber of Commerce

County Board Observations…
“Where’s the Beef!” - Star Tribune - Unions
challenge Anoka County’s repealing of prevailing
wage rule
continued from page 1
they felt that they were owed a public hearing.
In my research, I quickly found the law that addresses
the county’s authority to establish a prevailing wage
requirement. There is nothing there about a public
hearing being required. A quick key word search of
state laws show only limited number of situations when
a county board is required to hold public hearings. My
findings matched my personal observations as someone
who has attended over a thousand local government
meetings. The county board is required to hold a
public hearing to do the following: Appoint a vacant
seat, enact an ordinance, establish a lake improvement
district, public water and sewer systems, and when
making certain land use decisions, etc.
I found no evidence that the county board was required
to hold a public hearing for amending a resolution.
According to the meeting agenda and minutes, this
issue was listed as Resolution #2013-23. There was
no public hearing scheduled, and I can find nothing
that indicates that one was required. You would hope
that if the county board failed to hold a required public
hearing, that our elected county attorney, who attends
meetings, would have spoken up.
I believe it certainly changes the impact of the story if
the readers knew that while the unions wanted a public
hearing, it does not appear that they were entitled to one
under law and therefore were most likely not deprived
of any rights, real or imaginary.
The article also provides nothing to the readers which
may help place this issue into a larger context. Having
answers to questions like “How many counties have
prevailing wage requirements?” is critical for a reader
to form their own opinion. Additional questions that
come to mind are, “How many projects would this
affect?” or, “How does Anoka County compare to other
metro counties?”. There is no evidence that the reporter
asked any of these questions.
A quick Google search found a report by the Minnesota
Department of Administration dated April 12, 1991,
which stated that only five out of eighty-seven counties
had passed a local prevailing wage requirement. Those
counties were Anoka, Hennepin, Ramsey, St. Louis,
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(L to R) Council member Gary Kirkeide,
Commissioner Julie Braastad, Mayor Mike Van Kirk.

and Washington. In other words, less than half the
population of the state and only 6% of the counties.
To answer the question of how many projects this
affects, why didn’t the reporter contact the County
Administrator Jerry Soma? He has personally answered
every call and email I have placed to him as a newspaper
reporter, and we are only a fraction of the size of the Star
Tribune. A quick Google search showed that anytime
state or federal funds are used, prevailing wage applies.
So it strongly appears that this change only applies to a
select few projects that use purely county funds. So all
of those mega projects we hear about like new bridges,
highways and stadiums would not be affected.
The reporter did speak to the two commissioners who
voted NO. He even quotes Commissioner Kordiak
as saying, “There was no opportunity to comment, no
discussion among County Board members.” But failing
to follow-up on this quote actually does the readers
a disservice. It gives the impression that the chair
prevented fellow commissioners from speaking on the
issue, and the reader does not know what to believe
because they are provided no facts.
The reporter had an obligation to follow up the question
by asking Kordiak if he was actually prevented from
speaking at the meeting like his quote suggests. It
appears that the reporter instead was focused on
amplifying accusations and finger pointing instead of
providing readers with information in which they could
make their own informed decisions. Most readers are
probably unaware of the fact that two members can
always propose amendments and call for a vote. From
reading the meeting minutes, it does not appear that
Kordiak offered any amendments, any compromises,
and/or made a request to table and seek additional
information. But letting the readers know this certainly
would have reduced the shock value of the article.

Then in closing, the reporter dedicates the final third
of the article not to fact finding, but instead to a claim
made by a union member that Commissioner Look said
bad things about their people. Of course there are no
recorded phone calls, no voice mails, no text messages.
Instead of getting a quote from Look about the public
policy decisions behind his vote, we get a quote in
response to pointless finger pointing.
I can’t wait to critique the next Star Tribune article on
Anoka County.

Why you don’t put your name on your vehicle
Part II
In my last column, I talked about the parking problem
that Commissioner Carol LeDoux had at the January
22, 2013 Anoka County Board meeting. This was the
meeting that was held at Circle Pines City Hall, which
is next door to the Anoka County Library — Centennial
Branch. The commissioner showed up late to the
meeting and instead of parking in the main lot behind
the buildings, where the other six commissioners and
staff parked, she chose to park in one of the few spots
located in front of the building. These were spots
which were clearly marked “15 minute parking”,
and are reserved for library patrons quickly returning
library books or dropping something off at City Hall.
One reader challenged me and said, “show me the proof,
all I see is a sign, I don’t believe it.” Ok. Here is the
photo of Commissioner LeDoux’s car parked in the 15
minute parking spot during the county board meeting.
Take note of the parking sign front and center, and also
the sign on the library building, in the upper left corner.
Oh, and if you missed it, take note of the lettering on the
back window of the vehicle.

One question that is not addressed in the article is
whether Anoka County’s $10,000+ standard for
applying prevailing wage rules was reasonable. A
quick Google search turned up a Dakota County
resolution from 1995, Resolution 95-55, which appears
to state that prevailing wage in that county only applies
to dollar amounts of $2 million or more, or 200 times
higher than Anoka County. Was the issue that prevailing
wage rules were a problem, or that the dollar amount
was so low that it was affecting things that it never was
intended to after failing to index a 23-year old policy
with the rate of inflation. Since this appears to never
have been researched by the reporter, and the question
never asked, we will never know.
FEBRUARY 28, 2013
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G OV E R N M E N T M E E T I N G S C A L E N DA R
ANOKA COUNTY

Anoka County Govt. Center
2100 3rd Ave.
Anoka MN 55303-5024
Ph.: 763-323-5700
www.co.anoka.mn.us

Mon. Mar. 4
Library Board Future Services
Cmte, 5:30 pm, Library Offices
next to Northtown Library
Thurs. Mar. 7
Parks & Rec. Cmte, 9 am,
Bunker Hills Regional Park,
Rangers offices
Tues. Mar. 12
Management Committee, 8:30 am,
Rm 772, ACGC
County Board, 9:30 am, Rm 705,
ACGC
Anoka County HRA, 10:30 am,
Rm 705, ACGC
Wed. Mar. 13
Waste Mgmt & Energy Cmte,
8:15 am, Rm 772, ACGC
Mon. Mar. 18
Public Works Committee, 9 am,
Rm 772, ACGC
Library Board, 5:30 pm, Library
offices next to Northtown Lib.

FRIDLEY

Fridley City Hall
6431 University Ave NE
Fridley, MN 55432
Ph: 763-571-3450
www.ci.fridley.mn.us
Mon. Mar. 4
Charter Comm., 7 pm

Parks & Rec. Comm., 7 pm
Wed. Mar. 6
Appeals Comm., 7 pm
Thurs. Mar. 7
HRA, 7 pm
Mon. Mar. 11
City Council, 7 pm
Tues. Mar. 12
Environmental Quality &
Energy Comm., 7 pm
Wed. Mar. 20
Planning Comm., 7 pm

HAM LAKE

Ham Lake City Hall
15544 Central Ave NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304
Ph: 763-434-9555
www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us
Hours: M-Th 7 AM - 4:30 PM
Fri: 7 AM-12 NOON

Mon. Mar. 4 & 18
City Council, 6 pm
Wed. Mar. 20
Park & Tree Comm., 6 pm
Mon. Mar. 11 & 25
Planning Comm., 6 pm
Wed. Mar. 27
Charter Comm., 6 pm

LINWOOD TWP

Linwood Town Hall
22817 Typo Creek Dr. NE
Linwood, MN 55079
Ph: 651-462-2812
linwoodtownship.org

Tues. Mar. 5
Road & Bridge Cmte., 7 pm

NONPROFITS OPPOSE PLAN from page 3
So, too, would the accounting and legal services that
nonprofits use.

Tues. Mar. 12
Annual Town Meeting., 6 pm
Tues. Mar. 18
Planning Comm., 7 pm
Tues. Mar. 26
Town Board, 6 pm

OAK GROVE

Oak Grove City Hall
19900 Nightingale St. NW
Oak Grove, MN 55011
Ph: 763-404-7000
www.ci.oak-grove.mn.us

Tues. Mar. 12
City Council “work session” —
5:30 pm; Council regular mtg,
7 pm; followed by HRA
Thurs. Mar. 14
EDA, 7:30 am
Park & Rec. Comm., 6:30 pm
Tues. Mar. 19
Public Works Cmte.; City
Council “work session”, 6 pm

SPRING LAKE PARK
ISD #16
1415 81st Ave NE
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432
Ph.: (763) 786-5570
springlakeparkschools.org

Tues. Mar. 5
School Board, 6:45 pm
Tues. Mar. 26
School Bd “work session”, 6 pm

ANOKA CONSERVATION QCTV Cable Commission
DISTRICT
2nd and last Monday of month
Ramsey, Andover, Champlin, Anoka
City Council, 7 pm (EDA
follows council mtg on last
Monday)
3rd Wednesday
Parks Comm., 7 pm
3rd Thursday
Planning Comm., 7 pm

RAMSEY

Ramsey Municipal Center
7550 Sunwood Dr. NW
Ramsey, MN 55303
Ph: 763-427-1410
www.ci.ramsey.mn.us

Thurs. Feb. 28
City Council “work session”
A New Day, A New Beginning
Strategic Planning, 5:30 pm
Mon. Mar. 4
EPB, 6:30 pm
Tues. Mar. 5
City Council commission
interviews; Strategic Planning
“work session”, 6 pm

1318 McKay Dr NE #300
Ham Lake, MN 55304
Ph.: (763) 434-2030
anokaswcd.org

Mon. Mar. 18
Board of Supervisors, 5 pm

CENTENNIAL ISD #12
4707 North Rd
Circle Pines, MN 55014
Ph.: (763) 792-6000
isd12.org

Mon. Mar. 18
School Board, 6:30 pm

FRIDLEY ISD #14
6000 W Moore Lake Dr
Fridley, MN 55432
Ph.: (763) 502-5000
fridley.k12.mn.us

Tues. Mar. 12
School Bd “work session,”
5:30 pm, Public Comment
7 pm, Business Mtg 7:30 pm,
Fridley City Hall

Thurs. Mar. 21, 5 pm, Anoka
City Hall

North Metro TV
Cable Commission

Ham Lake, Blaine, Spring Lake Park, Lino
Lakes, Lexington, Centerville, Circle Pines

Tues. Mar. 5, Operations Cmte.,
10:30 am, NMTV, 12520 Polk
St. N.E., Blaine
Wed. Mar. 20, 6 pm, Cable
Commission meeting, Spring
Lake Park City Hall, 1301 81st
Ave NE, SLP

Meetings listed on
this page are
subject to change —
call ahead to verify

LINWOOD TOWNSHIP ANNUAL
MEETING TO BE HELD MARCH 12

The Annual Meeting of Linwood Township will take
“We don’t think this makes sense,” Brown said. “Re- place on Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at the Town Hall,
sources that come from the community or the government 22817 Typo Creek Dr. NE.
to help people would then be diverted back to the state.”
This is a meeting that concerned citizens should make
Asked if it seems like the group likes tax changes, except every effort to attend as this is where the operation of the
when it affects them, Brown said that’s not the case here. Township is controlled.
“Reducing nonprofits’ ability to provide core services, Specifically, eligible voters residing within the Township
or reduce citizens’ ability to have access to services isn’t will set the operating levy for the year 2014 and may
good policy. It doesn’t make sense,” she said.
also vote on other matters brought before the assembly.
I asked Brown if the same kinds of discussions about This means that the individuals present will represent
exemptions for nonprofits came up in the 1960s, when the wants and needs of the entire Township’s population
Minnesota first instituted the sales tax. It was 3% then. of close to 5000 residents, including setting the levy for
the year 2014. Last year, the Township Auditor, David
She said they haven’t yet researched that history.
Mol, presented an overview of the Township’s financial
The governor’s staff says these nonprofit-provided status and anticipated monetary status for the coming
year.
services would be exempt:
• Crisis intervention services
• Drug prevention services
• Day care
• Nursing homes
• Residential care facilities for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, mental illness
or substance abuse problems
• Foster care
• Life skills training
• Emergency and relief services
• Rehabilitation counseling services
• Fees for camps.

Subsequent reports were then presented by various
Board Members and Committee Chairs for each department or committee. Local residents are then given the
opportunity to question the amount allocated for that
particular department and offer suggestions as to whether the department should be improved, enlarged or offer
any other suggestions they deem pertinent.
Following those discussions a motion will be called for
with a specific dollar amount for the setting of the 2014
levy. Should the motion fail a subsequent motion will be
called for. This procedure will be repeated until a specific levy amount passes.
Commission openings

MinnPost.com is a nonprofit, member-supported news site that
Linwood Township currently has openings on the Road
provides high-quality journalism for people who care about
Review Committee, and two commissions: Park and
Minnesota.

Website ANOKACOUNTYRECORD.COM
E-Mail EDITOR @ANOKACOUNTYRECORD.COM
Your editorials, columns, rants and announcements
are always welcome for publication.
Our next issue will be published March 14.
Go to our website and sign up
for our E-Mail Notification List —
we’ll let you know when the
new edition is available online!
ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

Recreation, and Planning and Zoning. All are recommending bodies to the Town Board.
The Road Review committee does planning and overseeing of Township roads. Meetings are held on the first
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall.
The Planning and Zoning Commission evaluates land
use applications and has its meetings at 7 p.m. in the
Town Hall on the third Tuesday of the month.
The Park and Recreation Commission suggests plans
and oversees the developments of Linwood’s parks. It
meets the fourth Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. in
the Town Hall.
FEBRUARY 28, 2013

Any resident in the Township of Linwood who would
like to get involved in any of these committees or commissions may send a letter of interest to the Linwood
Town Board, 22817 Typo Creek Drive NE, Stacy, MN
55079.
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ANOKA COUNTY BOARD MEETING SUMMARY

ANOKA COUNTY BOARD MEETING SUMMARY

The Anoka County Board met on January 22, 2013. Standing county
committee information reports and action items were considered,
and action was taken as necessary. The following resolutions were
adopted: #2013-10, #2013-11, #2013-12, #2013-13, and #2013-14 union contracts; #2013-15 - speed zone study; #2013-16 - pedestrian
trail bridge; #2013-17 - human services payments; #2013-18 - Corrections Comprehensive Plan; #2013-19 - designation to sign notification; #2013-20 - Parks grant application; #2013-21 - Parks 50th
Anniversary; and #2013-22 - cancellation of forfeiture. A full copy
of the agenda, minutes, accounts, and claims greater than $2000
may be found on the Anoka County Web site: www.anokacounty.us
(Published Feb. 28, 2013, Anoka County Record)

The Anoka County Board met on February 12, 2013. Standing county
committee information reports and action items were considered,
and action was taken as necessary. The following resolutions were
adopted: #2013-23 - prevailing wage rate, #2013-24 - highway gift,
#2013-25, #2013-26, #2013-27 - right of way, #2013-28 - road postings, and #2013-29, #2013-30 - land classifications. A full copy
of the agenda, minutes, accounts, and claims greater than $2000
may be found on the Anoka County Web site: www.anokacounty.us
(Published Feb. 28, 2013, Anoka County Record)

CIVIL ENGINEER INTERN – WATER RESOURCES
CITY OF HAM LAKE
The City of Ham Lake is accepting applications for a Civil Engineer
Intern. The primary objective of this position is to assist in inspection
and documentation of the condition of storm water ponds in the City.
Applicants shall be a university student enrolled in a civil, environmental, or other closely related engineering program with a minimum overall GPA of 2.5. $11.50 per hour. A City application is required. Application deadline is March 28, 2013 at 4:30 p.m. For a job description
and an application packet, visit our web site at www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us
(Published Feb. 28, 2013 Anoka County Record)

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION OF
TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS
CITY OF HAM LAKE
Minnesota Statues, Section 331A.01
At the meeting of the Ham Lake City Council on February 19, 2013,
the public corporation at which the governing body must designate
its official newspaper for the year, the governing body may designate
in the same manner publication of transportation projects on the
local public corporation’s Web site. Publication on the Web site
may be used in place of or in addition to any other required form of
publication. Each year after designation publication on the Web site
for transportation projects, the local public corporation must publish
in a qualified newspaper in the jurisdiction and on Web site, notice
that local public corporation will publish any advertisements for bids
on its Web site.
Sharon Ayshford
City Clerk
February 25, 2013
(Published Feb. 28, 2013 Anoka County Record)

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR
DRINKING WATER IN THE PONDS
Bacteriological and Total Chlorine Residual Monitoring
Requirements Not Met
This NOTICE only pertains to water in The Ponds
development in Oak Grove
The Oak Grove public water supply is required by Minnesota Rules,
Chapter 4720 to regularly sample for coliform bacteria and report
Total Chlorine residual levels. The required sampling was not done for
the period of October 1 through December 31, 2012. Because we did
not monitor during the compliance period, we did not know whether
coliform bacteria were present in your drinking water, and we do not
know the levels of total chlorine that were present in your drinking
water, so we are unable to tell you whether your health was a risk
during that time.
A sample taken since this violation shows that the sample
collected on 1/09/2013 met acceptable limits.
What does this mean to me?
This is not an emergency. You do not need to boil water or use
an alternative source of water at this time.
If you have any questions or comments about these violations,
please contact Rick Juba at 763-404-7000 or Tim Smith at 763-4341441.
Please share this information with all other people who drink
this water, especially those who may not have received this notice
directly. This notice has been posted at the Oak Grove City Hall.
Oak Grove/PWSID #1020039
Distributed: Posted on 2/21/2013 and published in
The Anoka County Record on 2/28/2013

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive
rights to that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in
order to enable consumers to be able to identify the true owner of a
business.
1. List the exact assumed name under which the business is or will
be conducted:
TDSdigital
2. Principal Place of Business:
7892 Century Trail Lino Lakes MN 55014
3. List the name and complete street address of all persons conducting business under the above Assumed Name, OR if an entity,
provide the legal corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership name and
registered office address:
TDS Media Direct, Inc., 7892 Century Trail Lino Lakes MN
55014
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as
the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s)
whose signature would be required who has authorized me to sign
this document on his/her behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify
that I have completed all required fields, and that the information
in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the
applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing
this document I am subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth in
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document under oath.
FILED: February 13, 2013, #646624700025
/s/ Jacob R. Grassel, Authorized Agent
(Published Feb. 14, 2013, Feb. 28, 2013, Anoka County Record)

LEGACY FUND PROGRAMMING AT ANOKA COUNTY LIBRARIES

THE TARVEYS: RURAL FARM SONGS
OF THE MIDWEST
Live at the Library presents The Tarveys at Northtown
Library, 711 County Road 10 in Blaine, Saturday,
March 2nd at 2:00 p.m. This program is free and open
to the public, but seating may be limited.
Join The Tarveys for Rural
Farm Songs of the Midwest,
a collection of original songs
about farming and small
town life in the Midwest.
The music is a testament to
Minnesota’s cultural heritage, describing the people
who work and live on the
land. This music will connect you to Minnesota’s history, heritage, and community.
The Tarveys are presented in partnership
with MELSA, and the program is funded
with money from Minnesota’s Arts and
Cultural Heritage Fund.
For more information call 763-717-3267 or
visit anokacountylibrary.org.

CITY OF OAK GROVE
COUNTY OF ANOKA
STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Oak Grove Planning
Commission’s Regular Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 21,
2013 at 7:00 p.m. to hear the following public hearings in the order
that they appear:
PUBLIC HEARING to consider an Interim Use Permit for Brent Price,
3260 221st Ave NW, for a small catering company to operate as a
home business out of the following legally described property: Lot 2,
Block 2, Ramblin Rum Estates; further described by PID #08-33-2411-0003.
All written and oral comments will be heard.
The hearings of this request are not limited to those receiving
copies of this notice, and if you know of any neighbor or affected
property owner who for any reason, has not received a copy, it would
be appreciated if you would inform them of this public hearing.
Hearing impaired persons planning to attend who need an
interpreter or other persons with disabilities who require auxiliary
aids should contact City Hall at 404-7006 no later than Wednesday,
March 13, 2013.
Sheryl F. Fiskewold
City Clerk
Posted February 27 – March 21, 2013
(Published Feb. 28, 2013 Anoka County Record)

Send your letters and
announcements to
editor@
anokacountyrecord.
com

FREE HELP AVAILABLE TO PREPARE YOUR INCOME TAXES
For taxpayers with low and moderate income, persons with disabilities, with special attention to those 60 years and older.
E-filed tax preparations will be done
between February 1 and April 17, 2013
at the following Anoka County locations:
Anoka Senior Center, 1500 S. 6th St, Anoka
— Wed. (1 pm-4pm), Thurs, (9 am-Noon)
Anoka Historical Society, 2135 3rd Ave N,
Anoka —Sat., (10:30 a.m - 2 pm)
Anoka County Library, Northtown Branch,
Blaine —Sun, (1:30 pm-4:15 pm)**
**You can also complete your own
Fed & State returns (Free) by using
FAST (Fast Assisted Self-Serve
Taxes) during these hours.
Blaine Human Services Bldg., 1201 89th
Ave NE, Blaine — Tue & Thur, (1-4 pm)
Blaine — Mary Ann Young Senior Ctr.,
9150 Central Ave NE, Blaine — Mon,
(9 am-1 pm — by appointment only,
Call 763-786-9375)
Columbia Heights Senior Ctr, 510 Mill St.,
Col. Hts., — Tue & Thur, (9 am-Noon)
Coon Rapids, Epiphany Church-School,
1913 111th Ave NW, Coon Rapids
— Sat. only, (9am-Noon)
Coon Rapids Senior Center, 11155
Robinson Dr NW, Coon Rapids —
Tues. & Wed., (8:30 am-Noon)
Fridley Senior Center, 6085 7th St NE,
Fridley — Wed., (9 am-Noon, &
1 pm-4 pm)
ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

Fridley Unitarian Church, 6565 Oakley Dr
NE, Fridley — Mon, (5:30-8:30 pm)
Ham Lake Senior Ctr, 15544 Central Ave,
Ham Lake — Tues (8:30 am-Noon)

Please bring a copy of your 2010 tax
return and all 2011 tax information;
such as any W-2s from employment,
1099s for pensions, interest, social
security, miscellaneous income, records
of contributions and medical expenses.
To complete the rent credit, we will need
the CRP form from your landlord. For
the real estate refund, please bring your
property tax statement payable in 2012.
This FREE Service is sponsored by the
AARP Tax Aide Foundation, the IRS,
and the MN Dept of Revenue.

BUSINESS OWNERS:
HAVE YOU JUST FILED AN ASSUMED NAME?
THE ANOKA COUNTY RECORD IS A
LEGAL NEWSPAPER IN ANOKA COUNTY
WE BEAT OUR COMPETITION BY A COUNTRY MILE
TWO CONSECUTIVE PUBLICATIONS OF YOUR
ASSUMED NAME LEGAL NOTICE
(REQUIRED BY STATE STATUTE 333.01)

$40.00 Flat Fee
LOWEST PRICE IN ANOKA COUNTY
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL OR E-MAIL

editor@anokacountyrecord.com
763-220-0411
or go to our website

www.AnokaCountyRecord.com
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