
After coming up empty handed at the State GOP Convention, State Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka) filed for 
the U.S. Senate Primary while questioning Congresswoman Michelle Bachmann’s actions that led to the 
eventual endorsement of Mike McFadden.
Abeler arrived at the convention in Rochester in his 1980’s ambulance to make his case to the party faith-
ful.  He had hoped to receive the endorsement for U.S. Senate, but came up empty handed.

Abeler has made health care a central theme 
to his campaign.  His campaign ambulance 
has his name and photo with the slogan “It’s 
Serious Business” emblazoned on both sides.  
On the campaign trail, he has talked about be-
ing able to work in a bipartisan fashion and of 
his experience in health care, first as a chiro-
practor by profession, and second as a mem-
ber of the House Health and Human Services 
Finance & Policy Committees.
In his speech before delegates, Abeler spoke 
of massive debt, Obamacare, and federal pol-
icy.  He talked of his past work cutting bil-
lions out of the state budget and noted that 
he was considered one of the leading health-
care experts in the legislature.  Abeler has 
received over a dozen awards from health 
related organizations in his 16 years in the 
Minnesota House.

He also poked at an opponent by stating that problems will not be solved 
with free beer or shock and awe fireworks.  Both statements were directed to 
the McFadden campaign which offered free beer and appetizers the evening 
before the convention began and had fireworks and a balloon drop after his 
convention speech.

In the end, Abeler could not convert his experience into delegate support.  
Out of approximately 2000 delegates, he was only able to garner the support 
of 133 in the first round of voting and was eliminated after the second round.  
In a parting speech to delegates, he thanked those who supported him, but 
remained silent as to his future intentions.  After 10 ballots had been cast 
over two days, Mike McFadden received the endorsement.
On Tuesday, three days after the convention, Abeler announced that he had 
officially filed for the U.S. Senate seat and will continue on to the primary 
in August.

In a statement, Abeler noted that very few Republican endorsed candidates 
have actually ended up winning a statewide election.  He also stated that 
many remain skeptical of McFadden and, “think his lack of substantive political 
knowledge and experience will make it difficult to make a real difference in 
Washington, let alone contend with a highly formidable candidate as Al Franken.” 

Abeler also questions Bachmann’s last minute support of McFadden, noting 
that it was only after McFadden’s campaign passed around a letter quoting 
Bachmann that he was able to secure the endorsement.  Abeler said, “her 
support appears to be less based on something inspirational like McFadden’s 
message or qualifications, but on his “resources.”

St. Louis County Commissioner Chris Dahlberg was leading the U.S. Sen-
ate endorsement vote for the first seven ballots.  On the eight ballot, as the 
Bachmann endorsement letter was being circulated amongst the delegates, 
McFadden surged ahead to tie Dahlberg.  By the time the ninth ballot was 
cast, delegates had all received and digested the content of the Bachmann 
letter.  The results of the ninth ballot sent McFadden surging ahead and Dahl-
berg was handed his first loss.  By the tenth ballot, McFadden had secured 
the necessary 60% of the vote needed for endorsement.

Abeler’s filing for the U.S. Senate primary means his service in the Minne-
sota House has come to an end.  He was first elected in 1998 and will retire 
after 16 years of service.  
Full text of Abeler’s press release announcing his filing for the U.S. Senate 
primary: 
“Rep. Jim Abeler to challenge McFadden - and the status quo - in U.S. Sen-
ate primary.
“Just days after an emotionally-charged Minnesota GOP Convention, the 
16-year MN House veteran and US Senate candidate Jim Abeler announced 
today that he will in fact mount a challenge to businessman Mike McFadden 
in a primary election - in spite of the fact that McFadden received the party 
endorsement.
“This decision by Abeler will undoubtedly spark controversy among 
conservatives who value the endorsement process, and their frustration is 
very understandable. So many elections have been plagued by a lack of 

“Branding” brings to mind the selling of soap or cereal, or 
what goes on the rumps of cattle to show they are yours.

You probably didn’t know it’s a buzz word in city hall too. 

What could “branding” possibly have to do with 
government? 

It’s an advertising campaign. This may include a new city 
logo, website and printed materials that ‘sell’ the city, to its 
own residents and businesses, and maybe lure new residents 
and new businesses. 

At least that’s 
the gist of 
what I made 
out of the 
nonsensical 
few pages that 
were included 
in the June 2nd meeting packet of the Columbia Heights 
Economic Development Authority.

I’m not sure the city staff or officials of the EDA know what 
they are getting either.  There was no discussion as to how 
they would measure the outcome or the value they got for the 
taxpayer’s dollar.

Usually when you have your car fixed, you can tell it’s been 
fixed. When you buy groceries, you get a receipt to check 
against the items brought home to be sure you got everything 
you paid for.

A $30,000 contract for 3 to 4 months of work to devise an 
advertising campaign was awarded to a Minneapolis firm 
called Replace (formerly known as Spunk Design Machine). 
Three firms in all had been interviewed by Mayor Gary 
Peterson, city councilor Bruce Nawrocki and city staff. 

Columbia Heights is kind of on the back end of this idea. 
City governments in the metro have been spending money on 
“branding” and “marketing” for a long time. Some even have 
full-time “marketing directors” on the city payroll.

When it came time during the June 2 EDA meeting to award 
the contract, Nawrocki’s words were not sugar-coated: “this 
is a waste of money.” He remained firm and was the only one 
of the six who voted against the expenditure.

Former city councilor Marlaine Szurek, who in the end went 
along with the idea, also made many sharp comments.

“We should have done this 15 years ago,” Szurek said, 
acknowledging “we have been doing this type of thing all 
the time I’ve been here . . . nothing works.” Whenever asked 
about where she lives, Szurek admitted she is often too 
embarrassed to answer the question.

Mayor Gary Peterson, who has been on the city council 
for 30 years, responded to Szurek’s comments, “we need a 
change of perception; we’ve got to get more excitement in 
this city.” Peterson said more or less that these thoughts were 
contributing to the overall negativity sometimes felt in the 
city.    

Szurek, trying to be positive but still guarded, asked “are we 
going to get our money’s worth? I’m hopeful something will 
come of it.”
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Funding secured 
for Armstrong 
Blvd-Hwy 10 
interchange in 
Ramsey

EDA TO SPEND $30,000 ON CONSULTANT

Ramsey City Administrator 
Kurt Ulrich announced by 
press release Monday that the 
state taxpayers’ contribution 
for the Armstrong Blvd.-
Hwy. 10 construction project 
is expected to be between 
$8 million and $10 million.  
Once all funding sources 
have been confirmed, the bid 
process for the project will be 
held this fall and construction 
could begin late this year or 
by next spring, 2015.
The intersection has been a 
safety hazard for drivers. The 
city’s press release stated, “a 
substantial portion of U.S. 
Highway 10 in Ramsey runs 
parallel to a set of Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) 
train tracks. In the event a 
train passes through the City 
of Ramsey during a time of 
emergency, public safety 
personnel are physically 
cut-off from U.S. Highway 
10. Over the past decade, 
increased traffic along both 
U.S. Highway 10 and the 
BNSF train tracks [have made] 
safety concerns a priority.” 
Praise went all around to 
Anoka County, MNDOT and 
elected officials. “This is how 
things get done when people 
work together,” said Rep. Jim 
Abeler of Anoka.  Ramsey 
mayor Sarah Strommen added, 
“I believe this is a critical 
step toward the upgrade of 
U.S. Highway 10 to freeway 
status.” — ACR staff

GOP STATE CONVENTION ENDORSES JOHNSON FOR GOVERNOR, McFADDEN FOR U.S. SENATE

Abeler files for U.S. Senate primary
Questions Bachmann’s actions

Rep. Jim Abeler and his wife Barb at the convention dais, 
flanked by Republican Party chair Keith Downey (l) and Sen. 
Michelle Fischbach (r). 

‘Branding’
Columbia
Heights
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Thankfully, this session is behind us
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The 2014 legislative session adjourned on 
May 16, the first time the legislature has 
finished early in many years. In a biennium 
many are calling ‘the most productive in a 
generation,’ the 2014 Session’s theme was 
‘giving back to Minnesotans.’ The DFL-led 
legislature and Governor ended the session 
by cutting $550 million in taxes for more 
than 2 million Minnesotans and businesses. 

For the first time in 13 years the Legislature 
increased the State Budget Reserve, 
adding $150 million into a ‘rainy day 
fund.’ In this bonding session the state 
invested over $1 billion in infrastructure 
improvements, which will create thousands 
of jobs and continue Minnesota’s strong 
economic growth, while completing needed 
infrastructure projects. 

The bonding bill which invests heavily 
in business and economic development, 
higher education, transportation and public 
infrastructure was passed on the very last 
day of session. Sen. John Hoffman (DFL-
Champlin, Brooklyn Park and Coon Rapids) 
spent months advocating on behalf of 
several projects that were ultimately funded 
in the final bonding bill. 

“Having completed a full biennium as a first-
term State Senator — I’m so proud of the 
work we’ve accomplished. In particular, I’m 
thrilled the bonding bill includes significant 
dollars that are headed to Champlin, 
Brooklyn Park and Coon Rapids as well 
as the entire Northwest Suburbs. These are 

important projects that will improve the 
quality of life in our communities,” said 
Sen. Hoffman. 

The nearly 80-year-old Elm Creek Dam 
at the Mill Pond project in Champlin was 
granted the $2.75 million plus an additional 
$250,000 from the DNR. The equally high-
profile Highway 10 interchange project was 
also fully funded. “The Elm Creek Dam is 
the first Champlin bonding project funded 
by the state, and I am very pleased we were 
able to deliver,” said Hoffman. He added, 
“The $8 million allocated to the Highway 
10 project is essential for economic 
development in the area and will solve a 
major public safety issue on this ‘gateway 
to the north’ highway.” 

Other projects that received funding in 
the bonding bill include the Brooklyn 
Park Armory, which was granted $1.244 
million for renovations. The Minnesota 
Historical Society-run Oliver H. Kelley 
Farm – a working 1860’s farm, was also 
granted its full request of $10.562 million. 
“I’m so grateful to both the Senate and 
House bonding committees for visiting 
these projects and for really understanding 
the great need in our community for these 
repairs. The Committee had an up-hill battle 
in terms of choosing from the more than $3 
billion worth of projects across and state, 
and the fact that so many of our projects 
received funding is a real testament to their 
importance,” said Sen. Hoffman. — Press 
release prepared by DFL Senate Caucus

Nawrocki added that he thought the $30,000 spent now would lead to more 
spending on further related efforts. 

Peterson thought this comment shows more negative thinking again.

Peterson chuckling and carefree, said, “$30,000 is a mere pittance. We’ve 
wasted money before!”

He recalled the city had once hired a consultant from Florida for $20,000 
and never saw the woman again. Szurek deadpanned, “maybe she bought a 
new car with it.”

City Manager Walter Fehst said he was impressed by the Replace firm and 
the work it had done for the Seward Co-Op grocery store in Minneapolis. 
He was confident that even Nawrocki would agree the firm was a good choice.

Szurek chortled as she recalled the competition for this contract, saying that 
one firm was obviously out of touch and hadn’t done its homework. “They 
said we had a golf course and that the Starlite Motel was a great plus!” (the joke 
being that the city has no golf course nor is the Starlite Motel in the city — it’s 
in Hilltop) — and by the way, don’t these PR firms read the news? The Starlite 
Motel was recently shut down due to code violations and reader comments on 
the Star Tribune’s website said it had “the best hourly rates in town.”

Nawrocki thought the Replace firm ought to be talking to the residents of 
the city rather than city staff or businesses since few of them live in the city 
and wouldn’t have as much at stake.  Szurek said she was pleased to hear 
there is no plan to do a large-scale survey of city residents, feeling that that 
exercise has been done to death.

Szurek’s comments about the long history of dashed dreams in Columbia 
Heights made me recall the period she was speaking of, the late 1990s, 
when the city was given gratis the talents of architectural students. The 
group was known as the Minnesota Design Team and a number of public 
meetings were held to take input. Many ideas were drawn up but nothing 
much came of it.

I also recall around that time that Jim McComb was asked to come to a city 
council meeting. He has been a long-time consultant for large shopping 
centers and retail developments. I distinctly recall McComb’s presentation 
to this day, where he seemed to be half serious and half incredulous (at least 
that was my perception) that he was even talking to Columbia Heights officials. 
He was asked why can’t there be a Barnes and Noble in Columbia Heights?

The answer is simple. People do not have disposable income in Columbia 
Heights. The city has only 19,000 people and a quarter of the housing 
is rental. It has one of the lowest median income rates in the metro. The 
audience for Barnes and Noble, Caribou Coffee and Macy’s is not to be 
found in Columbia Heights. City officials at the time, almost all of whom 
are still there today, seemed to think the city could compete against the 
hoi-polloi shopping district at 50th and France. All they have done since 
is grumble about too many dollar stores and too many auto parts stores. 
(Recently they started an “Arts Commission” to try to siphon off some 
“arts” business from Northeast and Uptown Minneapolis.)

The psyche of government employees and their self-important attitudes was 
exemplified by city manager Walter Fehst’s statements made during the 
April 28 city council meeting.

When councilor Bruce Nawrocki asked questions about Fehst’s imminent 
hiring of a new city clerk, Fehst was adamant that the council wouldn’t have 
any input in his decision. The council has a secretary, which has typically 
been the city clerk doing double duty. Nawrocki thought the council should 
have some input, at least as a courtesy, in the hiring of anyone who would 
be performing the council secretary duties. To this, while the rest of the 
council sat silent, Fehst went ballistic and ended up in a screaming match 
with Nawrocki like none I have ever heard in a government meeting. (The 
video is on the city web site).

Fehst went on a tear, screaming that he had “gotten some things built in 
this city” and once again, began to belittle Nawrocki’s 53-year history in 
Columbia Heights politics. He insinuated that he was more qualified to hire 
employees than Nawrocki, accusing him of hiring or appointing “buddies” 
of his when he was mayor.  (A point here about the hiring of “buddies”: It’s 
not necessarily a bad thing. One example of where it was needed was in 
Kansas City, Missouri. A new mayor was elected and caught flak when he 
made his wife his chief aide. The reason for this was that she was the only 
person in city hall he could trust. After leaving office, the former mayor 
now works for Governing Magazine, a respected government journal.)

Fehst’s comment about “getting things built” reveals the thinking of many a 
city manager. Any new building is a notch in the belt; it goes on the resume. 
No one gets awards for doing their job efficiently, competently. No one gets 
an award if I get my public information requests fulfilled. No one gets an 
award for respecting the taxpayer’s dollar.  

What do they point to? 

“What have you built? What improvements did you make? Did you build a 
monument to yourself?”  

Getting the notch in the belt is more important than any financial 
repercussions that may come with spending.  ACR

The 2014 legislative session is now in the rear mirror — thankfully. 
It was billed as the “Unsession”, but it proved to be more about 
continued government growth.  Governor Dayton high-fived the 
elimination of over 1,000 obsolete laws, but this was mostly a 
charade.  Meanwhile Democrat legislators were proposing bucket-
loads of new legislation, new programs, regulations, intrusions.  
The large omnibus spending bill had 1,029 new provisions by itself!
Unnecessary $2.4 billion in tax increases:  Following four years 
(2009-2012) in which Republicans emphasized no new taxes 
and priority-only spending, Democrats in 2013-14 raised taxes 
by a historic $2.4 billion when they didn’t need to.  Republicans 
unanimously voted “no”.  With new taxpayer money, they hiked 
spending by a historic $4 billion, or 12 percent.
Increased property taxes:  Democrats promised to lower 
property taxes.  Now, according to the state’s Dept. of Revenue, 
Minnesotans are facing the highest property tax levies in state history, increasing by $125 
million statewide.  The exception is Anoka County where property taxes dropped by 1% - 
10% depending on the city and school district you live in.  Local elected officials here are 
delivering on promises to tax citizens less. 
Increased cost of goods and services:  Taxes on business get passed on to consumers -- 
that’s a fact in study after study by the MN Dept. of Revenue and others.  Yet, Democrats 
raised taxes on businesses by $1 billion!  Later, when they realized what a disastrous effect 
these taxes would have (on industries —w warehousing, storage, computer repair and 
telecommunications equipment), they repealed them and trumpeted these as tax cuts!
Increased childcare costs:  Democrats ignored pleas from small business owners and 
passed legislation that forces a unionization vote of in-home childcare providers.  This will 
increase childcare costs for moms and dads who work outside the home, as well as divert 
funding intended for low-income families to union bosses.
Increased energy costs:  Renewable energy mandates will raise home heating costs 
while shifting more energy production to unreliable sources such as wind and solar.  The 
new solar mandate also requires ratepayer subsidies.   
Pay raises for politicians:  Democrats placed a constitutional amendment on the 2016 
ballot designed to increase salaries for legislators.  They also approved a pay raise for the 
governor, constitutional officers and commissioners.
New offices for politicians:  Democrats sneaked a provision into the 2013 tax bill for a $90 
million office complex for Senators.  Spent wisely, theses tax dollars could have filled more 
than 3.5 million potholes or employed more than 1,400 teachers.
Bailed out underwater public pension funds:  Democrats bailed out failing teacher 
retirement plans in Duluth and St. Paul.  They committed over $420 million in taxpayer 
money over the next 28 years to cover the pensions of 3,000 Duluth teachers and $200 
million more for retired teachers in St. Paul.  This may not be enough.  Payouts are exceeding 
contributions, yet Democrats are listening to the public sector unions and resisting reforms.
Historic Spending Increase:  To put it in perspective, the majority party increased overall 
spending by more than $1,500 for every man, woman and child in Minnesota.  And this 
spending comes at the expense of freedom, jobs and economic opportunity.
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CONVENTION WRAP-UP

The 2014 GOP State Convention is in the books, and 
all in all, it was a pretty successful affair. The Party 
walked out of Rochester with solid candidates for the 
Constitutional offices as well as endorsed candidates 
for the two most high-profile seats on the ballot.

THE SENATE RACE

The endorsement contest in the U.S. Senate race 
yielded somewhat of a surprise when Mike McFadden 
walked away with the victory.

The result was somewhat surprising because it 
showed a pragmatic, realistic side to the delegate 
base, which contains the most ideological and strident 
of any party’s activists.

This is especially true since McFadden came into 
the convention as the object of scorn among many 
delegates for his perceived unwillingness to court 
delegates and reluctance to clearly articulate his 
viewpoint on many issues.

McFadden should be given credit for executing a 
solid convention strategy, but success in life is also a 
product of timing, and he benefitted from a unique set 
of circumstances that created a favorable environment 
for a candidate of his type.

The first was the ghost of Kurt Bills. Not only did he 
lose to Amy Klobuchar in 2012, he lost in spectacular 
and rather embarrassing fashion.

Bills’ claim that he would win with a “grassroots” 
campaign went over with voters like New Coke, the 
Betamax, and the Edsel.

Delegates recognized that statewide campaigns, 
especially for U.S. Senate, need money and lots of 
it. A candidate without money is like a race car with 
three tires.

McFadden smartly centered his strategy on a narrative 
of being well-funded while being “conservative enough.”

The second factor was the Franken factor. In addition 
to being a horribly unlikable and insufferable jackass, 
Franken “won” a close election that featured some 
“unusual” twists and turns.

The delegates have a burning desire to beat 
Franken and McFadden tapped into that desire 
by demonstrating that he was the candidate with a 
realistic plan to do so.

The final factor was that the competition was rather 
weak, with each candidate featuring large flaws.

Chris Dahlberg started with miniscule name 
recognition, no ties to the donor base, and no 
experience running a major race.

Julianne Ortman seems to simply be a polarizing 
personality where ever she goes, and this race was 
no different.

The Watchdog got feedback that frequently centered 
on her personality. People tend to either like her a lot 
or dislike her a lot.

Whether it’s her own BPOU, her caucus, or some other 
campaign, she tends to be a polarizing personality.

This isn’t an opinion of this publication. It is simply 
the feedback we’ve received over time from her 
colleagues and others who know and work with her.

Jim Abeler was never in the race, which surprised 
no one except Jim and the three college interns who 
worked for him.

And just to prove that he’s totally out of touch with 
reality, he now running in a primary — with all 
$13,000 he’s got in the bank.

THE RACE FOR GOVERNOR

The convention produced an endorsed candidate, but 
did little to clear the field.

State Senator Dave Thompson of Lakeville dropped 
out after the third ballot, but the other four major 
candidates stayed in, declaring their intention to take 
things to an August Primary.

Former House Speaker Kurt Zellers and businessman 
Scott Honour didn’t compete for the endorsement, 
while former state Rep. Marty Seifert declared his 
intention to go to the primary after Hennepin County 
Commissioner Jeff Johnson secured the endorsement.

This primary race promises to be a barn burner — 
and very expensive.

Scott Honour has personal wealth to spend while the 
other three candidates are veteran candidates who 
know how to raise 
money. How much 
can Honour spend? 
Can he spend enough 
to drive a strong pace 
that bleeds out the 
other three?

The other three will 
be competing for 
essentially the same 
donor base. Can one 
of the three emerge 
as the champion 
fundraiser? Can any of the three expand the big dollar 
donor base?

Johnson can boast of being the endorsed candidate 
while Zellers and Seifert have the rolodex, having 
served as House GOP caucus leaders.

Like Mike McFadden, can Honour make the case 
that he should be the guy because he has the money 
to survive a hotly contested primary and still have 
the resources necessary to take on a well-funded 
incumbent in Mark Dayton?

After all, that message was well received by the 
delegates regarding the Senate endorsement.

While Honour would be well served to make the case, 
he needs to exercise some caution and recognize the 
situations are somewhat different.

First, Mike McFadden has occupied that political 
space, so to speak.

There is a risk that Honour’s opponents could say 
that the rich-middle-aged-white-guy-business-tycoon 
profile is the wrong message for the GOP to send 
with not only one, but both candidates at the top of 
the ticket.

Like it or not, this is a populist state and men who 
have experienced success in the business world 
don’t find that the skills and experience necessarily 
translate to political success.

Wheelock Whitney and Brian Sullivan are two names 
that come to mind. We could throw in John Grunseth 
as well, but that implosion may have been related to 
other “unpleasantness.”

It will also be interesting to see the narratives that 
Johnson, Zellers, and Seifert craft for themselves.

There are certainly some obvious pieces of each 
narrative. Johnson is endorsed and can unify the base. 
Seifert is the only rural candidate. Zellers is electable 
and pragmatic, yet conservative choice.

But will a candidate assume the mantle of social 
conservative, for example?

It will be interesting to see what the candidates say 
about gay marriage, as the Minnesota Family Council 
(MFC) is still fighting the last war, asking candidates 
to commit to working to repeal the recent law, which 
just won’t happen, especially with the DFL in control 
of the Senate until at least 2016.

Like those Japanese fighters who hid in caves until 
the 1950s, the MFC hasn’t gotten word that the gay 
marriage fight is over. They initiated the fight and the 
other side ended it. End of story.

Will any of the candidates work to claim the “liberty” 
mantle?

Johnson would appear to be in the best position to 
claim that mantle, especially as an early supporter of 
medical cannabis.

Will the candidates work to claim the “corporate” 
mantle, which appeals to the large donors but can 
alienate some, even in the GOP base?

For Watchdogs, this will be an incredibly interesting 
race and one that has not been seen in modern 
Minnesota GOP history.

How each candidate evolves and messages their 
candidacy will surely command the attention of the 
Republican faithful.

THE CIRCULAR FIRING SQUAD — II
Back in mid-March, we reported that state Rep. 
Jenifer Loon (R-Eden Prairie) was under assault 
by certain elements who were angry about her vote 
in favor of gay marriage while claiming that they 
were also angry about certain other unspecified 
transgressions.

Loon’s local GOP unit denied her the endorsement 
and sent delegates home without an endorsed 
candidate.

There will now be a GOP primary in the district, as 
the person who challenged Loon at the endorsing 

convention has filed to run against Loon.

Of course, no elected official is entitled to a free pass 
to the endorsement and it is also the right of any 
legally qualified person to run.

Sheila Khine, whose web site notes that she has been 
involved in the GOP only since 2006, will take on 
Loon to determine who wins the August primary 
and goes on to represent the GOP in the November 
election in a district that trends reliably Republican.

Again, it appears that this is all about the gay marriage 
vote.

Here’s what certain groups think of Loon’s voting 
record: 

• 2013 Taxpayer’s League of Minnesota score of 92%. 
• NFIB “Friend of Small Business” 100% rating. 
• 2013 Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 100% rating.
• 2013 MCCL rating of 100% 
• “A” rated by the National Rifle Association

So it isn’t about the fiscal issues, it’s about one social 
issue.

And that’s fine if that’s what motivates a candidate 
to run. They should just be up front about it.

While the Watchdog opposes gay marriage, it’s time 
to put the issue behind us. It’s over and done.

It’s time to focus energies on defeating liberals as 
we acknowledge that which unites us in that task, 
not divides.

But we also find it just a bit ironic that the Minnesota 
Family Council, the group that thinks gay marriage 
is the biggest deal in the history of the universe, also 
likes Jen Loon, even though they are behind the 
attacks.

Would you believe that this group recently gave 
Loon a 92% approval rating?

Hey it’s a free country, schizophrenic or not.

This publication strongly believes that energy would 
be far better spent taking on some true liberals.

The Anoka County Watchdog is a place where concerned 
taxpayers can find fact-supported information and 
other resources about governmental waste and abuse 
in Anoka County.  My intent is to provide you, the 
taxpayer, with the information you need to hold your 
local politicians accountable.
Visit my website and sign up for our free weekly 
e-mail update at:  www.AnokaCountyWatchdog.com 
or contact me personally at 
harold@anokacountywatchdog.com.  

Sincerely, 
Harold E. Hamilton, owner.    

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Always on the lookout for governmental waste,
fraud, and abuse in Anoka CountyAnoka County Watchdog
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Republican State Convention  
continued from page 1

                                     Week of June 1, 2014             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

$3K+/WEEK NATIONAL EQUIPMENT 
manufacturer seeks energetic self starters. 
Independent contractor. Be your own boss. 
Pickup truck required. Opportunity to make 
a lot of money. Call Pat 612/269-2465. 
Send resume to: jplow54@yahoo.com

10 PERCENT OF AMERICANS 
have a drug/alcohol addiction. You can’t 
fi ght it alone! Start your recovery now. Most 
insurance accepted. Call 800/688-0562

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3 day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH TV RETAILER 
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 
mos.) & High Speed Internet start-
ing at $14.95/month (where avail-
able.) Save!  Ask About same day In-
stallation! Call now! 800/297-8706 

ARE YOU IN 
big trouble with the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt fast. 
Seen on CNN. A BBB. Call 800/402-0732

CANADA DRUG CENTER 
is your choice for safe and affordable med-
ications. Our licensed Canadian mail order 
pharmacy will provide you with savings of 
up to 75% on all your medication needs. 
Call today 800/259-1096 for $10.00 off 
your fi rst prescription and free shipping. 

MISCELLANEOUSEQUIPMENT SALES MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide 

in 260+ newspapers
only $279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979
or this newspaper ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience

of 3 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

unity among conservatives, and this has made it possible 
for less desirable, yet united Democratic campaigns to 
virtually walk to victory.
“However, in recent years, very few Republican endorsed 
candidates have actually ended up winning. Furthermore, 
the most essential purpose of the endorsing/primary 
season is to determine which candidate is best suited 
to serve the state. While McFadden was thought to be 
such among a relative handful of delegates in this year’s 
Convention, there still exist many others who remain 
skeptical, and think his lack of substantive political 
knowledge and experience will make it difficult to make 
a real difference in Washington, let alone contend with a 
highly formidable candidate as Al Franken.
“This general lack of enthusiasm for McFadden was also 
indicated at the Convention itself, as his support was far 
from unanimous. In fact, it took 10 ballots over 2 days to 
finally reach the endorsement. On the second day, with a 
“no endorsement” looking like a real possibility, it was 
only after Congresswoman Michelle Bachmann stepped 
in and gave her support for McFadden that the minimum 
threshold was achieved. What is the most troubling, 
however, is that her support appears to be less based on 
something inspirational like McFadden’s message or 
qualifications, but on his “resources.”
“This brings us to the heart of the newfound energy in 
the Abeler campaign.
“Not only will he be challenging McFadden, but also 
the very notion that money is the only thing that matters 
in politics. American politics, and American culture in 
general, has been deeply plagued by this idea, and it 
truly distorts the free nature of our system.
“The difference in political experience and qualifications 
between McFadden and Abeler is like night and day. 
McFadden is a first-time politician, while Abeler is 
widely thought to be one of the best healthcare legislative 
minds in St. Paul today. His work as the Chairman of 
the Health and Human Services Finance Committee 
turned out to be historic, as he secured major reforms, 
the largest tax cut, and the largest spending cuts in the 
history of Minnesota.
“And contrary to national norms, the spending cuts 
didn’t become an election issue because they were so 
carefully made. And later, even DFL Governor Dayton 
didn’t undo a single dollar even though he proposed 
raising taxes by over $3 billion.
“The fact that all of this was overlooked at the 
convention in Rochester - home to the Mayo Clinic, the 
world’s leader in health care, during a unique and critical 
time where health care issues are at the forefront of the 
nations concerns, creates a peculiar irony that cannot 
go unnoticed. It appears that it has gotten to the point 
where even the most blatantly brilliant qualifications are 
rendered meaningless in the shadow of financial might.
“This is precisely why Abeler believes it is entirely 
appropriate, and even necessary, to continue his 
campaign. But this time, he proposes a new and unique 
challenge to the people of Minnesota: continue to 
support the status quo of the financial domination of 
American politics, or rekindle the principle that people 
are primary.
“Washington needs more of Minnesota Main Street, and 
less of Wall Street, New York, and Hollywood.
“This suddenly intriguing Minnesota election could very 
well serve as an example to the nation, and even begin a 
new era of desperately needed political reform - where 
candidates are actually chosen based on qualifications.
“Minnesota will make that decision on Primary Day, 
Tuesday, August 12.
“Then in November, Minnesota will have to decide: do 
we want to be represented by a retired comedian who 
has governed from the back of the pack or by a proven 
leader who works with others to get the job done?
It is serious business.”

HAM LAKE
Ham Lake City Hall

15544 Central Ave NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304

Ph: 763-434-9555
www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us
Hours: M-Th 7 AM - 4:30 PM  

Fri: 7 AM-12 NOON
June 9 & 23
Planning Comm., 6 pm 
Mon. June 16
City Council, 6 pm Mon. 
Wed. June 18
Park & Tree Comm., 6 pm

OAK GROVE
Oak Grove City Hall

19900 Nightingale St. NW
Oak Grove, MN 55011

Ph: 763-404-7000
www.ci.oak-grove.mn.us

2nd and last Mondays
City Council, 7 pm
(no meeting May 26 - holiday) 
3rd Wednesday
Parks Comm., 6:30 pm
3rd Thursday
Planning Comm., 7 pm

ANOKA CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT

1318 McKay Dr NE #300
Ham Lake, MN  55304

Ph.: (763) 434-2030
anokaswcd.org

Mon. June 16
Board of Supervisors, 5 pm

North Metro TV
Cable Commission

Ham Lake, Blaine, Spring Lake 
Park, Lino Lakes, Lexington, 

Centerville, Circle Pines
Wed. June 18
Cable Commission., 6 pm,   
 Spring Lake Park City Hall,  
 1301 81st Ave NE

QCTV Cable Commission
Ramsey, Andover, Champlin, Anoka
Thurs. June 19
Cable Commission, 11 am,   
 Anoka City Hall

GOVERNMENT 
MEETINGS 
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Bottom left: Jim Abeler’s 
campaign vehicle;
Top middle: the flyer that 
helped McFadden win 
endorsement for U. S. 
Senate; Top right: Sen. Roger 
Chamberlain speaks on 
behalf of Chris Fields (left), 
who was elected Deputy 
Chair of the Minnesota 
Republican Party. Also 
elected party secretary was 
Heather Todd.  Above: charts 
showing the ballot results 
for the U. S. Senate and 
Gubernatorial endorsements.
(ACR graphics)
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ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF CRIME REPORT
ANDOVER

Burglaries 
May 21 — 149xx Eagle St NW – unsecure garage; 
bow and arrows
May 26 — 13xx 148 Ln NW – unsecure garage; golf 
clubs, tools
Thefts & Damage to Property 
May 17 —165xx Yakima St NW - vandalism to chicken fence 
May 18 — 14xx 154 Ln NW – vandalism to a home; 
lights smashed, dented siding
May18 — 13xx 153 Ln NW – vandalism to a vehicle; 
side mirror 05.21 136xx Crosstown Blvd NW – unsecure 
vehicle; purse
May 19 — 40xx 146 Ave NW – unsecure vehicle; cash
May 20 — 11xx 160 Ave NW – unsecure vehicle; wallet
May 23 — 147xx Jay St NW – female reporting her 
personal information was fraudulently used to open a 
Verizon account
May 26 — 32xx 154 Ln NW – unattended cell phone 
stolen from the location
May 27 — 157xx Kiowa St NW – vandalism to a vehicle; 
broken hood ornament and side emblem
May 28 — 144xx Jonquil St NW – shattered vehicle 
window; DVD player, ipod, sunglasses
Arrests
May 16 — Station PKWY NW/Hanson Blvd NW – 4th 
Degree DWI; a deputy stopped a driver for failing to 
stop at a stop sign. The male appeared intoxicated. 
Field sobriety tests were conducted and failed. The 
male was arrested. (.15)
May 19 — 13800 Block of Northwoods Dr NW – DAC-
IPS; a deputy stopped a driver for driving without a 
valid driver’s license. The male was arrested.
May 20 — Andover Blvd NW/Prairie Rd NW – 5th 
Degree Possession of a Controlled Substance, DAR; a 
deputy stopped a driver for a signal violation. The driver 
did not have a valid driver’s license. During the search of 
the vehicle narcotics were located. The male was arrested.

COLUMBUS
Thefts & Damage to Property 
May 27 — 172xx Potomac St NE – vehicle wheels 
stolen from the yard
Burglaries 
May 27 — 51xx 190 Ln NE – unsecure garage; paint 
sprayer, weed wiper

EAST BETHEL
Thefts & Damage to Property 
May 24 — 11xx 233 Ave NE – damage to mailbox 
May 27 — 22xx Viking Blvd NE – license plate stolen 
off a vehicle
May 29 — 14xx 234 Ln NE – UPS package stolen after 
delivery
Arrests 
May 19 — Hwy 65 NE/209 Ave NE – Warrant Arrest; 
a deputy stopped a driver for an equipment violation. 
The driver had two confirmed warrants. The male was 
arrested.
May 20 — 37xx 197 Ave NE – Warrant Arrest; deputies 
went to the location attempting to locate a male with a 
warrant. The male was located and arrested.
May 24 — 237xx Hwy 65 NE – 4th Degree DWI; a 
deputy stopped a driver for poor driving conduct. The 
driver appeared intoxicated. Field sobriety tests were 
conducted and failed. The female supplied a urine test. 
The female was arrested.

HAM LAKE
Thefts & Damage to Property 
May 16 — Andover Blvd NE – license plates stolen 
off a vehicle
May 19 — 151xx East Vermillion St NE – mail stolen 
from the mailbox, boat trailer stolen from the yard
May 21 — 3xx 172 Ave NE – three doors damaged; 
dead bolts and knobs
May 24 — 165xx Bataan St NE – unsecure shed; bike
May 30 — 176xx Hwy 65 NE – business; wallet sto-
len from a purse left unattended
Burglaries
May 23 — 13xx 133 Ln NW – forced enrty into a 
garage; vehicle, golf clubs, tools 
May 27 — 174xx Lexington Ave NE – 150ft of un-
derground cable wire stolen from the location
Arrests/Incidents
May 24 — 136xx Hwy 65 NW – 5th Degree Domestic 
Assault; deputies responded to a girlfriend/boyfriend 
domestic. The male was arrested. 
May 26 — 34xx Constance Blvd NW – 2nd Degree 
Assault; deputies responded to a male assaulting a 
female. The male was arrested.
May 27 — 13400 Block Central Ave NE – 5th 
Degree Controlled Substance; deputies responded 
to a husband/wife domestic. During the search of the 
individuals narcotics were located on both of them. The 
male and female were arrested.

LINWOOD TOWNSHIP
Thefts & Damage to Property
May 23 — 214xx Viking Blvd NE – mail stolen from mailbox
May 25 — 22400 East Martin Lake Dr NE – shattered 
vehicle window; 2 purses 
May 26 — 22400 East Martin Lake Dr NE – shattered 
vehicle window; GPS, DVD player

NOWTHEN
Thefts & Damage to Property
May 19 — 198xx Nowthen Blvd NW – business; 
handrail damaged by a vehicle
Arrests 
May 24 — 224xx St Francis Blvd NW – 4th Degree 
Assault; deputies responded to a report of a client 
assaulting staff at the location. The male was arrested. 
May 28 — 224xx St Francis Blvd NW – 5th Degree 
Assault; deputies responded to a report of 9 clients 
rioting at the location. Five males were arrested.

OAK GROVE
Thefts & Damage to Property
May 18 — 204xx Eidelweiss St NW - unsecure vehicle; 
GPS, ipod, cell phone
Arrests
May 17 — 203 Ave NW/Lake George Blvd NW – a 
deputy stopped a driver for pulling a trailer without a 
license plate on it. The male was released for further 
investigation. The deputy learned that the trailer was 
stolen from Anoka. A pick up and hold was put out for 
the male.
May 28 — 26xx 201 Ave NW – 5th Degree Assault; 
deputies responded to an assault that occurred 
between 3 males. One of the males was arrested.

Got something to say?
editor@AnokaCountyRecord.com
You can send your letters, announcements and columns by e-mail 

Publish your assumed name in the
Anoka County Record

$40 flat fee (lowest price in Anoka County)
2014 Publication Schedule, instructions and ad rates 

are posted as a PDF file on our website

www.AnokaCountyRecord.com
You can also find all our back issues here and

sign up for e-mail notification
when a new edition has been posted

Your newspaper 
has agreed to par-
ticipate in the 2x2 
Display Ad Network 
program by running 
these ads in the main 
news section of your 
newspaper (not the 
classified section of 
your newspaper). At 
times, advertisers 
may request a specif-
ic section.  However, 
the decision is ulti-
mately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may 
need to be decreased 
slightly in size to fit 
your column sizes.

Please do not bill for 
these ads. If you have 
questions, please call 
MNA at 800/279-
2979.  Thank you.

2x2 & 2x4 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 6/1/2014 METROThe
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

DRIVERS/LOCAL DRIVERS
$750 GUARANTEE WEEKLY
$250 QTRLY SAFETY/ATTENDANCE

LOOKING FOR A DEDICATED  HARD WORKER. 
Full Time Tractor-Trailer Driver needed for a Private 
Fleet Operation based in Rogers, MN. Drivers make 
hand deliveries to Walgreen’s stores Tuesday thru
Saturday with some layovers & team runs.
All drivers must be willing & able to unload freight.

* Drivers earn $21.75/hr (OT after 8 hours) or $0.4075/mi
* Life, Dental, & Health Insurance
* 401K
* Paid Holidays & Vacation

Drivers must be over 23 years old, have 18 months 
tractor trailer exp or 6 months T/T exp with a
certificate from an accredited driving school, 

& meet all DOT requirements.
Please email resume to b.kriel@callcpc.com

or contact CPC Logistics at 800-914-3755
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FOREST LAKE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT # 831  SPECIAL ELECTION RESULTS
TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2014

Approval of School Building Bonds
Shall the School Board of Independent School District No. 831 (Forest Lake Area Schools), Minnesota, be 
authorized to issue general obligation school building bonds in an amount not to exceed $188,205,000 for 
acquisition and betterment of school facilities?

Precinct

Voters 
registered 
as of 7 am

Persons 
Registered 

on 
Election 

Day

Total 
Number of 
Persons 
Voting YES NO

82 8139: lSD 831 P1 MAY-SCANDIA 2674 42 842 310 532
02 8175: lSD 831 P2 UNO LAKES 2232 13 307 150 124
02 8176: lSD 831 P3 LINWOOD 3271 43 649 246 402
02 8177: lSD 831 P4 COLUMBUS-EAST 
BETHEL-HAM LAKE 4111 36 982 356 659

82 8140 : lSD 831 P5 FOREST LAKE-HUGO 12188 207 3547 1413 2133
13 8433: lSD 831 P6 CHISAGO CITY-STACY-
WYOMING 4352 79 1196 526 670

Totals 28828 420 7523 3001 4520

Number of accepted regular, armed forces and temporarily overseas absentee ballots: 292
Turnout  25.7%
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MEET WITH YOUR 
LEGISLATORS

Town Hall Meetings
Sen. John Hoffman 

(SD 36) and 
Rep. Mark Uglem 

(HD 36A)
Sat. JUNE 7 — 8 am

Champlin City Hall 
11955 Champlin Dr

Rep. Melissa Hortman (HD 36B)
Sat. JUNE 7 — 10 am

Brooklyn Park City Hall 
5200 85th Av N

Mon. JUNE 9 — 6:30 pm  
Crooked Lake Library

11440 Crooked Lake Blvd. 
Coon Rapids

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA 
SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 

333
The filing of an assumed name does not 
provide a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of a busi-
ness.
 1. List the exact assumed name under 
which the business is or will be conducted: 
 Lilly Bean’s Ice Desserts
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 4037 University Ave. N.E., Columbia 
Heights, MN 55421
 3. List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and registered 
office address:
 Pink Blossom Cosmetics LLC, 4037  
University Ave. N.E., Columbia Heights, 
MN 55421
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as agent 
of the person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I 
have completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this document is 
true and correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
 FILED: May 12, 2014, # 760593300028
 /s/ Gao Yang
(Published May 22, 2014 & June 5, 2014 

Anoka County Record)

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA 
SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 

333
The filing of an assumed name does not 
provide a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of a busi-
ness.
 1. List the exact assumed name under 
which the business is or will be conducted: 
 HomesOverKnight
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 2833 162nd Ave. N.E., Ham Lake MN  
55304
 3. List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and registered 
office address:
 Jordan Caleb Knight, 2833 162nd  
Ave. N.E., Ham Lake MN 55304
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as agent 
of the person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I 
have completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this document is 
true and correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
 FILED: May 13, 2014, # 760860600029
 /s/ Jordan Caleb Knight
(Published May 22, 2014 & June 5, 2014 

Anoka County Record)

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA 
SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 

333
The filing of an assumed name does not 
provide a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of a busi-
ness.
 1. List the exact assumed name under 
which the business is or will be conducted: 
 Motassim Sorkaty
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 3847 Central Ave NE, 
Columbia Heights MN 55421
 3. List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and registered 
office address:
 Motassim Sorkaty, 3847 Central Ave  
NE, Columbia Heights MN 55421
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as agent 
of the person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, or 
in both capacities. I further certify that I 
have completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this document is 
true and correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
 FILED: May 23, 2014, # 762540500027
 /s/ Motassim Mohamed Sorkaty
(Published June 5, 2014 & June 19, 2014 

Anoka County Record)

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 

333
The filing of an assumed name does not pro-
vide a user with exclusive rights to that name. 
The filing is required for consumer protection in 
order to enable consumers to be able to identify 
the true owner of a business.
 1. List the exact assumed name under 
which the business is or will be conducted: 
 CRG Homes
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 20530 Ivywood Street, Oak Grove, MN 
55011
 3. List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and registered office 
address:
 Construction Resources Group, 
20530 Ivywood Street, Oak Grove, MN 
55011
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose signature 
is required, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required who has 
authorized me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this document is true and 
correct and in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am subject to 
the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this document under 
oath.
 FILED: May 21, 2014, # 76189710002
 /s/ Tania Uhde, Manager

(Published June 5, 2014 & June 19, 2014 
Anoka County Record)

CITY OF HAM LAKE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
VACATION OF PUBLIC LAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a Public Hearing will be held before 
the Ham Lake City Council on the 7th day of July, 2014, at 6:01 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 15544 Central Avenue N.E. Ham 
Lake, Minnesota 55304, to hear comments and questions concerning the 
proposed vacation of the following described land within the City of Ham 
Lake, Minnesota:
A temporary easement for cul-de-sac purposes over, under and across 
that part of Outlot A and Lot 1, Block 1, HIDDEN FOREST NORTH, Anoka 
County, Minnesota, described as follows:

Beginning at the northeast comer of said Outlot A; thence on an 
assumed bearing of North 89 degrees 28 minutes 40 seconds West, 
along the north line of said Outlot A, a distance of 18.8 8 feet; thence 
South 00 degrees 31 minutes 20 seconds West a distance of 64.00 
feet; thence southerly, easterly and northeasterly a distance of 163.18 
feet along a tangential curve concave to the northeast, having a radius 
of 60.00 feet, a central angle of 155 degrees 49 minutes 30 seconds; 
thence northeasterly 32.58 feet along a reverse curve concave to the 
southeast, having a radius of 45.00 feet and a central angle of 41 
degrees 29 minutes 04 seconds to the north line of said Lot 1, Block 
1; thence North 89 degrees 28 minutes 40 seconds West, along a 
line not tangent to said curve, said line also being the north line of Lot 
1, Block 1, a distance of 118.37 feet to the east line of said Outlot A; 
thence North 00 degrees 31 minutes 20 seconds East, along said east 
line, a distance of 66.00 feet to the point of beginning.

Said hearing is conducted pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 412.851.
Dated: June 3, 2014
 Denise Webster, 
 City Clerk
Posted at City Hall between the dates of June 5, 2014 and June 19, 2014.

(Published June 5, 2014 Anoka County Record)

CITY OF HAM LAKE
ORDINANCE NUMBER 14-10

An Ordinance relating to Large Assemblies; permitting summary 
issuance of licenses in certain instances;

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Ham Lake, Anoka 
County, Minnesota, as follows:

Article 7 of the Ham Lake City Code is hereby amended by adding 
thereto the following Article 7-629, to read as follows:
7-629 Summary License Issuance by Administrator
Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions of Article 7-620, the City 
Administrator may summarily issue Large Assembly Licenses without 
referral to either the Planning Commission or City Council under the 
following circumstances:

A. The activity for which the license is sought has been previously 
issued a license, and the new application does not present any 
significant changes in the scope of the previous license, and 
under conditions in which activities under the previous license did 
not generate any significant complaints or verified allegations of 
violations of the conditions of the previous license; or

B. The activity for which the license is sought has not had a previous 
license issuance, and is to take place mainly on or making use of 
city owned property or parks, public roads or trails, public waters 
or other public open space, and the event is sponsored by an 
entity promoting charitable, non-profit, civic, benevolent or public 
awareness causes;

C. The activity does not include any non-licensed dispensing of liquor 
or      non-intoxicating malt liquor;

D.  The activity does not generate any excessive noise from live music;
E.  The activity is sponsored by the City, such as a fireworks display.

Consistent with the foregoing summary license procedures, in reviewing 
an application for a license that may qualify for summary issuance, the 
City Administrator may waive certain other submission requirements for 
license issuance.  The issuance of a summary license does not operate 
to obligate the City Administrator to issue a summary license in any 
subsequent renewal application.
Presented to the Ham Lake City Council on May 19, 2014 and adopted 
by a unanimous vote this 2nd day of June, 2014.
Michael G. Van Kirk, Mayor               Denise Webster, City Clerk
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CITY OF HAM LAKE

SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT

Revenues and Expenditures for General Operations

(Governmental Funds)

Percent

Total Total Increase

2013 2012 (Decrease)

REVENUES

Taxes $  4,184,113 $  4,318,840 -3.12%

Licenses and Permits  398,219  404,316 -1.51%

Intergovernmental  541,193  2,670,505 -79.73%

Charges for Services  189,811  74,099 156.16%

Fines and Forfeitures  54,296  47,003 15.52%

Special Assessments  27,845  38,868 -28.36%

Investment Earnings  49,324  55,823 -11.64%

Miscellaneous  135,472  213,782 -36.63%

Total Revenues $  5,580,273 $  7,823,236 -28.67%

Per Capita $  361 $  509 -29.08%

EXPENDITURES

Current

General Government $  952,996 $  991,128 -3.85%

Public Safety  1,628,938  1,573,850 3.50%

Public Works  1,038,625  990,493 4.86%

Parks and Recreation  265,830  242,014 9.84%

Economic Development  31,377  53,291 -41.12%

Capital outlay

General Government  27,110  154,015 -82.40%

Public Safety  3,292  14,075 -76.61%

Public Works  2,172,159  2,922,102 -25.66%

Parks and Recreation  92,138  38,743 137.82%

Economic Development  16,203  89,934 -81.98%

Debt Service

Principal  115,000  100,000 15.00%

Interest and Other Charges  62,869  66,069 -4.84%

Total Expenditures $  6,406,537 $  7,235,714 -11.46%

Per Capita $  414  $  471 -11.96%

Total Long-term Indebtedness $  2,070,000 $  2,185,000 -5.26%

Per Capita $  134  $  142 -5.80%

General Fund Balance - December 31 $  2,886,902 $  2,922,057 -1.20%

Per Capita $  187  $  190 -1.77%

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of financial information concerning

the City of Ham Lake to interested citizens.  The complete financial statements may be

examined at City Hall, 15544 Central Avenue NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, or on the City's

website at www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us.  Questions about this report should be directed

to Sharon Kutzke, Finance Director, at 763-235-1668.

CITY OF OAK GROVE
COUNTY OF ANOKA

STATE OF MINNESOTA
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Oak Grove Planning 
Commission’s Regular Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 19, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m. to hear the following public hearings in the order that they 
appear: 
 PUBLIC HEARING to consider a Variance for Rick and Carol Fisher, 
880 209th Lane NW, to construct a pole barn closer to the front lot line 
than the principal dwelling at the following legally described property: 
that prt of E ½ of NE ¼ of Sec 14, Township 33, Range 24; further 
described by PID #14-33-24-14-0008.
 All written and oral comments will be heard.
 PUBLIC HEARING to consider a Variance for Brandon Rossmeisl, 
20256 Walden Blvd, to construct an addition which does not meet the 
required front yard setback at the following legally described property: 
Lot 3, Block 6, Walden Estates; further described by PID #22-33-24-23-
0009. 
 All written and oral comments will be heard.
The hearings of this request are not limited to those receiving copies of 
this notice, and if you know of any neighbor or affected property owner 
who for any reason, has not received a copy, it would be appreciated if 
you would inform them of this public hearing.
Hearing impaired persons planning to attend who need an interpreter or 
other persons with disabilities who require auxiliary aids should contact 
City Hall at 404-7006 no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2014.
Sheryl F. Fiskewold          Posted June 3 – June 19, 2014
City Clerk       
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF HAM LAKE
COUNTY OF ANOKA

STATE OF MINNESOTA
TAKE NOTICE, that pursuant to the requirements of Minnesota 
Law, a public hearing shall be held before the Ham Lake 
Planning Commission on Monday, June 23, 2014 at 6:01 p.m. 
at the City Hall located at 15544 Central Avenue NE, for the 
purpose of rezoning certain parcels of land to CD-1 (Commercial 
Development Tier 1), such land situated in the City of Ham Lake, 
Anoka County, Minnesota and which is described as follows to 
wit:

PIN 32-32-23-42-0004
1554 Bunker Lake Boulevard NE
N 330 FT OF E 330 FT OF NW1/4 OF SE1/4 SEC 32-32-23 EX 
RD; SUBJ TO EASE OF REC, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
PIN 32-32-23-41-0006
13620 Eveleth Street NE
UNPLATTED HAM LAKE TWP THAT PART OF THE NE1/4 
OF SE1/4 OF SEC 32-32-23 ANOKA CNTY, MN DESC AS 
FOL-COM AT THE NW CORNER OF SAID NE1/4 OF SE1/4-
TH E ON THE N LINE THEREOF FOR A DIST OF 200 FT-
TH SLY PRLL WITH THE W LINE OF SAID NE1/4 OF SE1/4 
FOR A DIST OF 436.0 FT & THE ACTUAL POINT OF BEG-
TH WLY PRLL WITH THE N LINE OF SAID NE1/4 OF SE1/4 
FOR A DIST OF 200.0 FT TO THE W LINE THEREOF-TH SLY 
ALONGSAID W LINE FOR A DIST OF 218.0 FT-TH ELY PRLL 
WITH THE N LINE OF SAID NE1/4 OF SE1/4 FOR A DIST OF 
200.0 FT-TH NLY PRLL WITH THE W LINE OF SAID NE1/4 
OF SE1/4 FOR A DIST OF 218.0 FT TO THE POIN T OF BEG, 
ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
PIN 32-32-23-41-0007
13640 Eveleth Street NE
UNPLATTED CITY OF HAM LAKE THAT PART OF THE 
NE1/4 OF SE1/4 OF SEC 32-32-23 ANOKA CNTY, MN DESC 
AS FOL-COM AT THE NW CORNER OF SAID NE1/4 OF 
SE1/4-TH E ON THE N LINE THEREOF FOR A DIST OF 200 
FT-TH SLY PRLL WITH THE W LINE OF SAID NE1/4 OF 
SE1/4 FOR A DIST OF 436.0 FT & THE ACTUAL POINT OF 
BEG-TH WLY PRLL WITH THE N LINE OF SAID NE1/4 OF 
SE1/4 FOR A DIST OF 200.00 FT TO THE W LINE OF SAID 
NE1/4 OF SE1/4-TH NLY ALONG SAID W LINE FOR A DIST 
OF 218.0 FT-TH ELY PRLL WITH THE N LINE OF SAID NE1/4 
OF SE1/4 FOR A DIST OF 200.00 FT-TH SLYPRLL WITH THE 
W LINE OF SAID NE1/4 OF SE1/4 FOR A DIST OF 218.0 
FT TO THE ACTUAL POINT OF BEG TOG WITH AN EASE 
FOR INGRESS & EGRESS OVER THE E 33 FT THEREOF & 
EXTENDED NLY TO THE N LINE OF SAID NE1/4 OF SE1/4 
OF S EC 32, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
PIN 32-32-23-41-0012
1612 Bunker Lake Boulevard NE
THE W 200 FT OF N 218 FT OF NE1/4 OF SE1/4 OF SEC 32 
TWP 32 RGE 23 (AS MEAS ALG N & W LINES THEREOF) EX 
RD, SUBJ TO EASE OF REC, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA

At such hearing both written and oral comments will be heard.
DATED:  June 5, 2014
Dawnette M. Shimek
Zoning Official/Building Clerk
City of Ham Lake
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