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Citizens collecting signatures
PETITION MAY PUT COL HTS LIBRARY 
PROJECT ON ELECTION BALLOT

After a delay of almost two years, a complaint filed 
against Anoka-Hennepin School District #11 will 
finally be heard on the merits of the issue.  The hearing 
is set for Thursday, July 24, 2014 at 10:00 AM in the 
Minnesota Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH), 
600 N. Robert Street in Saint Paul.

On November 2, 2012, the Minnesota Voters Alliance 
(MVA) and district resident Don Huizenga filed a 
complaint alleging that the school district violated 
Minnesota Statutes 211A and 211B.  They claim that 
the district disseminated false statements and used 
taxpayer funds to promote the passage of their 2011 
levy referendums, while suppressing the arguments of 
the opposition.  According to the MVA, the three levy 
referendums totaled over $600 million over ten years 
in a time when the district was experiencing declining 
enrollment.

On December 14, 2012, Chief Administrative Law 
Judge (ALJ), Eric Lipman, issued a notice of prima 
facie violations of Minnesota Statutes 211A and 211B 
against the Anoka-Hennepin School District for its 
2011 campaign in support of three ballot questions 
all aimed at bringing additional tax money into their 
control. The ALJ, however, then dismissed the case 
on statute of limitation grounds without addressing 
the merits of the case in a final ruling.  This ruling 
was appealed.

In December 2013, the Minnesota Court of Appeals 
reversed the ALJ saying, “We therefore conclude that 
the ALJ erred by determining that relators’ financial 
reporting claim was untimely and accordingly remand 
the matter for further proceedings to address the 
merits of that claim.”

Andrew Cilek, Executive Director of the MVA, stated, 
“Using Anoka-Hennepin’s imminent reports on its 
spending (which we have compelled) we will bring 
to light just how much money is spent, the ways it is 
used on these campaigns to further tap the public’s 
pocket, and why it should not be allowed. A victory in 
that case will end the statewide abuse in which cities 
and school boards are free to fund their increased 
spending proposals with money from the very citizens 
they are further burdening.”

“This complaint is the first of its kind and provides 
the courts with an important opportunity to define the 
limits on all Minnesota school boards, and potentially 
municipalities as well, who might seek to cross the 
line between the proper presentation of a full set of 
facts and the illegal distribution of biased advocacy 
while using taxpayer money.”

Cilek believes the case will ultimately come before the 
Minnesota State Supreme Court.  If the case continues 
in this direction, it can be expected to take another year 
or two before a final decision on the case is rendered.

Anoka-Hennepin School Board Chair Tom Heidemann 
was contacted by the Record for comment by email 
through the district’s website and responded with this 
statement, “The School Board is very pleased with 
the progress of the lawsuit.  To date the court has 
sided with the school district dismissing all but one 
claim.  The last claim centers on whether the district’s 
levy communication to voters was promotional or 
informational.  The School Board believes strongly 
that all materials were informational.  Our goal is to 
always provide factual information to the voters so 
they can make an informed vote.  The School Board 
is confident that we will prevail on this final claim.” 
— ACR staff

Case against Anoka-Henn 
ISD #11 set for 
OAH hearing next week

A petition calling to reverse a decision by the Columbia 
Heights City Council to borrow up to seven million 
dollars has been circulating in the city through the 
efforts of a committee made up of local residents.

The city council voted 4-1 at its June 23 meeting to 
bond for a portion of the funding needed to build a 
new city library. The library is proposed to be built on 
city-owned land next to the Heights Theatre where a 
Burger King restaurant once stood. The city acquired 
the land ten years ago at a reported cost of $800,000.
The council action, enacting Ordinance No. 1615, 
is subject to a reverse referendum. The city charter 
provides a means for citizens to put such a decision to 
a vote of the city’s electorate.  (Ordinance No. 1615 
called for the issuance and sale of general obligation 
library bonds, Series 2014A, in the maximum 
aggregate principal amount of $7 million.)

During the July 14 city council meeting, city attorney 
James Hoeft said the petitioners would need to submit 
the collected signatures to city hall by 4:30 p.m., 
Thursday, July 24.  The city charter stipulates that an 

ordinance takes effect 30 days after passage by the 
city council, and a petition to reverse the ordinance 
has to be received before that date.

The charter also requires that a petition have 700 valid 
signatures or 10% of the number of voters in the last 
municipal election, whichever is greater. The petition 
now circulating needs 1,010 valid signatures from 
registered voters who reside in the city. Signatures can 
be gathered by anyone who is of at least 18 years of age.

If the petition is successful, voters will be asked to 
approve, or not approve the borrowing for the library 
project. The question would be on the general election 
ballot this November.

The committee sponsoring the petition drive includes 
Gregory K. Sloat, 4731 6th St. N.E., Ramona 
Anderson, 4132 Stinson Blvd. N.E., Weston Wiggins, 
4144 Madison St. N.E., Adam Davis, 3932 Central 
Ave. N.E. #3, and Robert Odden, 1201 42½ Ave. N.E.

For recent coverage in the Record on the library 
project, see the editions of June 19 and July 3, 2014.

CANDIDATE FILING FOR 
REMAINING CITY AND 
SCHOOL BOARD OFFICES 
TO BEGIN JULY 29
For offices that are not required to have a primary 
election, the filing period for candidates will begin 
July 29 and continues through August 12 at 5:00 p.m. 
Candidates will have until 5:00 p.m. August 14 in 
which to withdraw and remove their names from the 
ballot. (Aug. 12 also happens to be primary election day). 

Federal, county and state level races were determined 
after an earlier filing period in late May. A few local 
races were also included in that filing period, but the 
majority of cities and school districts’ candidate filing 
will be conducted beginning July 29, for two weeks.

Here is the list of offices within Anoka County that 
will be conducting their candidate filing periods 
beginning July 29:
Andover — Mayor (Gamache), 2 council seats   
(Trude, Howard) Editor’s note: The mayor’s seat will 
be open, as Mike Gamache is a candidate for the 
Anoka County Board.
Bethel — Mayor (Miller), 2 council seats (Kirkham, 
Wiitala)
Centerville — Mayor (Wilharber), 2 council seats 
(King, Love)
Columbus — Mayor (Povolny), 2 council seats 
(Messina, Krebs)
East Bethel — Mayor (DeRoche), 2  council seats 
(Harrington, Moegerle)
Ham Lake — Mayor (Van Kirk), 2 council seats 
(Parranto, Doyle)
Hilltop — Mayor (Murphy), 2 council seats 
(Johnson, Shear)
Lexington — Mayor (Pitchford), 2 council seats 
(Bailey, Hughes)
Linwood Township — Seats A & D (Millerbernd, 
Halliday), Treasurer (Erickson). Editor’s note: there 
will also be a ballot question asking whether the 
clerk’s position should be elected or appointed. It is 
currently an elected position.

DAHLBERG, LEVY AND CASINOS
Dahlberg Benefited Most from State GOP 
Convention
I sat through the entire State GOP Convention in 
Rochester the last few days of May.  I was there 
from start to finish, through about 28 hours of 
mind numbing convention action.  The mainstream 
media had a lot to say about 
the every aspect of the 
convention from coverage 
on those who were endorsed, 
all the way down to the floor 
where Andy Parrish slapped 
GOP delegate Jeff Kolb on 
the face.

Through all of this, what 
seems to have been missed 
is what the convention has 
really done for the long term prospects of St. Louis 
County Commissioner Chris Dahlberg.  Yes there 
were numerous articles covering the endorsement 
battle with Mike McFadden.  There were also 
various postings from numerous Monday morning 
quarterbacks about whether the convention should 
have recessed in the middle of balloting on Friday 
night or continued into the wee hours of the morning.  
What these stories seemed to miss is how a candidate 
could lose an endorsement battle, but walk out of the 
convention hall a winner.

Dahlberg, on a shoestring budget, took his campaign 
to 10 ballots against a well-funded, Washington 
DC supported candidate.  He primarily lost the 
endorsement due to Bachmann’s last minute 
endorsement of McFadden, which was well out 
of his control.  No one could have foreseen that 
the recess would allow McFadden to secure the 
Bachmann endorsement overnight before balloting 
began the next morning.  Dahlberg’s loss was well 
out of his control and did not reflect negatively on 
his campaign or message.

Losing the endorsement was actually fortunate for 
Dahlberg.  While it is disappointing, the fact is that 
it takes millions of dollars and the support of the 
DC power brokers in order to win a competitive 
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Dear neighbors, 
I wanted to tell you about our successful work during the productive 2013-14 
legislative session to make our tax system tilt toward middle-class Minnesotans 
instead of wealthy special interests.

According to nonpartisan fact checkers at Minnesota Public Radio’s PoliGraph 
blog, most people, including most middle-class Minnesotans, are going to 
be seeing lower taxes thanks to the actions of the 2013-14 state legislature. 
Overall, a little more than half of Minnesota’s 4.2 million adult individuals will 
see a reduction in their taxes.

Some will say that the legislature raised taxes. And the 
truth is, in 2013 we did raise some taxes. The legislature 
faced a $627 million deficit, and we owed our schools 
nearly $1 billion.

We raised taxes, but largely on the wealthiest 2% of 
income earners and by closing corporate tax loopholes. 
We eliminated the deficit and made new investments 
to grow the middle class, such as providing all-day 
Kindergarten for every child, freezing tuition for college 
students, boosting property tax refunds for homeowners 
and renters as well as providing incentives for business 
expansions.

Due to our balanced budget and growing economy, we had a $1.2 billion 
surplus in 2014 instead of a deficit. And we made it our top priority to put 
middle-class Minnesotans first with middle-class tax cuts.

The facts show our approach is working well. Minnesota regained all the jobs 
lost during the Great Recession, businesses are expanding and we have one of 
the lowest unemployment rates in the country.

Here is a closer look at the DFL-led Legislature’s work to build a fairer tax 
system:

Tax Cuts for Middle-Class Minnesotans: During the 2014 Session, we 
enacted tax cuts for more than two million middle-class Minnesotans through 
federal conformity, including married couples, working families, homeowners, 
college students and parents.

First property tax reduction in a decade: Property taxes have more than 
doubled over the last decade, with increases falling hardest on the middle class, 
seniors, and small businesses. The legislature delivered $177 million in direct 
relief to homeowners, renters, and farmers. Thanks to that direct relief, property 
taxes are going down statewide for the first time in a decade.

Asking the Richest 2% to Pay Their Fair Share: For many years, 
corporations and the wealthiest 2% of Minnesotans (who earn an average 
$617,000 per year) have seen no tax increases, while our budget deficits were 
balanced on the backs of property taxpayers, students and our seniors. We 
changed course toward priorities in-line with the views of Minnesotans. We 
asked the wealthiest Minnesotans to pay just 2% more in income taxes and we 
closed corporate tax loopholes in order to balance our deficit and make needed 
investments in education, job creation and middle-class property tax relief.

Closing Corporate Tax Loopholes: For years, corporate tax loopholes have 
given some large businesses an unfair advantage, sheltering them from paying 
some state taxes. We closed those loopholes, providing over $250 million to 
invest in better education and job creation.

After a decade of being squeezed to protect the wealthiest Minnesotans and big 
corporations, most middle-class Minnesotans are going to be seeing lower taxes 
while getting more bang for their buck, including bigger property tax refunds, 
all-day Kindergarten, a two-year college tuition freeze and much more.

Minnesota has long been a leader in education, but when I came to the 
Legislature in 2013, we had been slipping. Our state had fallen to 47th in the 
nation in class sizes, making it next to impossible for students to receive the 
individualized attention they needed to be successful. Where we once had been 
in the top 10 in the nation in school funding, we had slipped to 22nd. Worst of 
all, the previous legislature majority had borrowed $2.4 billion from our schools 
to paper over another budget deficit.

Minnesotans understand that a world class education system is necessary to 
being able to compete in a global economy. That is why we demanded a course 
change in 2012, and why the Legislature passed a budget in 2013 that made 
historic investments in education for all of our learners and set the goal of 
building the world’s best workforce.

New Funding for E-12 Education: The Legislature invested $525 million in 
Minnesota’s E-12 education system, providing needed funding for schools to 
reduce class sizes and boost student achievement.

Paying Back Our Schools: The previous legislature borrowed $2.4 billion 
from our K-12 schools. To make our schools whole again, our budget paid back 
the IOU in full.

All Day Kindergarten for Every Student: Every child will now have 
access to free, all-day Kindergarten. This new measure will narrow our state’s 

achievement gap and help prepare every child for success in school and life.

Early Childhood Scholarships: Thousands more young learners will gain 
access to high-quality early learning in preschool and child care. This initiative 
will deliver a 16 to 1 return on investment, and prepare our kids for success in 
school and life.

Tuition Relief for Minnesota Students: Recent budgets have slashed higher 
education funding, leaving students to pick up the tab for skyrocketing tuition 
and burying families in debt. We invested $250 million in higher education and 
directed those resources to tuition and debt relief for middle class students.

Safe and Supportive Schools: Rather than worrying about being bullied, 
students should be spending their days learning, making friends, and thinking 
about their futures. Schools should be a place where all students are safe and 
valued. The Safe and Supportive Schools Act strengthens the ability of local 
communities to create their own anti-bullying policies, provides a framework 
to protect all students from abusive behavior, supports staff in their efforts to 
prohibit bullying, and will support improved student achievement by providing 
a safe school environment.

Ensuring No Child Goes Hungry: Our students should have access to a 
nutritious lunch, regardless of family circumstances. We all know that going 
hungry without a hot lunch not only impacts student health, it negatively 
impacts a student’s ability to learn. Our budget increases funding for reduced 
price lunches, ensuring students won’t be turned away at the lunch line.

Closing School Funding Equity Gaps: After a decade where the funding 
equity gap between metro and rural schools doubled, we passed legislation to 
close the cap by a third in just two years. In Minnesota, the quality of a child’s 
education should be excellent, no matter where they live in our great state.

The legislature made huge strides in education this session, but there is more 
work ahead because education is critical to our state’s long-term success. We 
need to ensure all 3 and 4 year olds have access to quality early education and 
continue to address the problem of rising student debt for our college students. 
I look forward to continuing the work of ensuring that every Minnesota student 
has access to the best possible education.
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Rep. Laine reviews the 2014 session: 
Strides made in taxation and education

Last week Rep. Jim Abeler, a candidate for U.S. Senate, was endorsed by former 
Minnesota governor Al Quie.  A campaign press release quoted Quie as saying, 
“Jim has been a real leader on healthcare issues.” The press release also 
said that the Abeler campaign has spent 1/16th of the money opponent Mike 
McFadden has spent, yet Abeler has made over 500 campaign stops around the 
state. Five candidates are vying for the Republican nomination for U.S. Senate, 
besides Abeler and McFadden, they are: David Carlson, Patrick D. Munro and 
Ole Savior.
Incumbent Al Franken is being challenged in a DFL primary by Sandra 
Henningsgard.  Five candidates will be in the Independence Party primary: Tom 
Books, Steve Carlson, Jack Shepard, Kevin Terrell, and Stephen Williams. The 
primary election will be held Tuesday, August 12. — ACR staff

Quie endorses Abeler for U.S. Senate

Former Gov. Al Quie (l) and Rep. Jim Abeler (submitted photo from Abeler campaign)

                                     Week of July 13, 2014             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

FREE CDL TRUCK 
driver training & job placement to quali-
fi ed unemployed individuals.  Call 
us at 800/835-2540 or complete an 
online application at www.HMTT.net

INJURED 
in an auto accident? Call InjuryFone for 
a free case evaluation. Never a cost to 
you. Don`t wait, call now 800/791-1048

ARE YOU IN 
big trouble with the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt fast. 
Seen on CNN. A BBB. Call 800/402-0732

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3 day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH TV RETAILER 
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 
mos.) & High Speed Internet start-
ing at $14.95/month (where avail-
able.) Save!  Ask About same day In-
stallation! Call now! 800/297-8706

CANADA DRUG CENTER 
is your choice for safe and afford-
able medications. Our licensed Cana-
dian mail order pharmacy will pro-
vide you with savings of up to 75% 
on all your medication needs. Call to-
day 800/259-1096 for $10.00 off your 
fi rst prescription and free shipping.

MISCELLANEOUSHELP WANTED - DRIVERS MISCELLANEOUS
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Political Analysis

Republican Race for Governor 
by the Numbers
by James Kroger

Editor’s note:  We recently came across this detailed financial analysis of the 
GOP Gubernatorial candidates from James Kroger, Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Accounting & Business Law at Minnesota State University, 
Mankato.  Even though Mr. Kroger resides outside of the Anoka County area, 
we felt this warranted publication due to the detail of his analysis.  Readers 
are encouraged to send us comments for future publication.  Reprinted with 
permission of the author.

A four-way Republican primary race for governor has been launched between 
Jeff Johnson, the endorsed candidate, Marty Seifert, Kurt Zellers, and Scott 
Honour.  Let’s examine what the numbers contained in the campaign finance 
reports released in June reveal about the future.

Kurt Zellers has nearly 5% of individual contributions 
coming from out-of-state and $9,100 of total receipts 
coming from lobbyists and political committees.  Zellers 
easily leads the pack in taking money from special interests.  

With a total of $110,796.99 in individual contributions and 
$154,305.98 in campaign expenditures, Zellers has spent 
139% of what he has received in individual contributions.  
Even if we add in the $9,100 received from special interests 
and the $20,000 loan he gave himself, Zellers would 
still be running in the red.  This is especially troubling 
given that Zellers did not participate in the Republican 

state convention.  Zellers only saving grace is that his ending cash on hand of 
$94,827.45 places him third in the pack.  My prediction is that Zellers will take 
the fourth place position in the Republican primary election on August 12th.

Scott Honour has 45% of individual 
contributions coming from out-of-state and 
foreign sources outside the United States.  This 
calculation shows that while people in places 
such as Beverly Hills and Singapore want 
Honour to be governor, he does not have the 
support of Minnesotans.

Scott Honour’s campaign expenditures total 
$325,925.17.  Honour has blown a huge sum of money, especially given that 
he did not participate in the Republican state convention.  With a total of 
$254,949.98 in individual contributions Honour has spent 128% of what he has 
received in individual contributions.  The only reason that Honour’s campaign 
is still functional is that he continues to loan himself hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to cover the shortfall.  Honour’s cash on hand, which includes $300,000 
in loans, is $226,733.14.  This places him first in the pack in terms of cash on 
hand; however, it is important to note that without the $300,000 in loans Honour’s 
campaign would be bankrupt.  My prediction is that Honour will buy himself the 
third place position in the Republican primary election on August 12th.

Jeff Johnson has a severe lack of individual 
contributions.  Johnson received a paltry $42,678 in 
individual contributions.  As the endorsed Republican 
candidate for governor this figure is pathetic.  It reveals 
both a lack of support from Minnesotans and the inability 
to raise funds.  Johnson’s campaign expenditures total 
$137,101.92, which reveals that he has spent 321% of 
what he has received in individual contributions.  This 
puts Johnson dead last with cash on hand of $32,529.94.

Johnson’s campaign expenditures read much like 
Honour’s with every type of wasteful and extravagant spending.  The many 
thousands of dollars he spent on alcohol and hotel keys to woo delegates at the 
Republican state convention would certainly indicate this.  He spent nearly his 
entire nest egg in order to gain the backing of the arguably broken, albeit fancy, 
political machinery of the state party.  If Johnson’s non-campaign disbursements 
of $41,920.99 are included then he spent $179,022.91 or 420% of individual 
contributions in order to woo delegates and buy the endorsement of the state 
party.  The rate at which he is blowing money boggles the mind.

Between now and August 12th, Johnson must fall back on the state party to see 
him through to the primary election and the state party is itself still in financial 
straits.  And, there are no other big pots of money to be found.  Organizations 
such as The Freedom Club and Minnesota Business Partnership are withholding 
money from Johnson pending the outcome of the Republican primary election, 
which is sensible.  Presumably, both organizations want to give money to the 
victor to use against Dayton as opposed to giving the money to an arguably 
weak endorsed candidate for use in fending off other Republicans in the primary 
election.  My prediction is that with the help of the political machinery of 
the state party Johnson will take the second place position in the Republican 
primary election on August 12th.

Marty Seifert, the only rural candidate and 
the only candidate to travel to every county in 
Minnesota, received $120,852.93 in individual 
contributions, which is second only to Honour.  
All but one of Seifert’s individual contributions 
came from Minnesotans.  He did not take any 
contributions from lobbyists and routinely 
refuses such contributions.  His cash on hand is 
$104,345.28, which is second only to Honour.  

Seifert’s campaign expenditures total $145,927.79, which means that he spent 
121% of individual contributions.  By comparison, Johnson spent 321% of 
individual contributions, Honour spent 128% of individual contributions, and 
Zellers spent 139% of individual contributions.

Given Johnson’s astronomical burn rate, the fact that Honour’s campaign would 
be presently bankrupt without hundreds of thousands of dollars in loans, and the 
amount of money that Zellers has spent without participating in the Republican 
state convention, Seifert is by far the most frugal candidate and knows how to 
get the best and biggest bang for his buck.  This is especially true given that 
Seifert fully participated in the Republican state convention.  When taking 
individual contributions, expenditures, and cash on hand in to consideration, 
Seifert stands the best chance of defeating Governor Dayton.  My prediction 
is that Seifert, the maverick candidate, will take first place in the Republican 
primary election on August 12th and win the general election in November.

seat in the US Senate or Congress.  Dahlberg, 
had he received the endorsement, would have had 
a tough time winning the primary and general 
election.  Being blessed by the DC power brokers is 
something that is only mildly within a candidate’s 
control.  Not receiving that group’s blessing did not 
negatively reflect upon his campaign.

This leaves Dahlberg in the position of being a 
popular Republican who has twice been elected 
to a seat that most would considered owned by 
the Democrats, in a county that votes Democrat, 
in a region of the state that votes Democrat.  He 
masterfully worked the delegates through ten rounds 
of a state endorsement process.  He has statewide 
appeal, a good message, and a life story that 
resonates with many.  These are all qualities that 
the Republicans need in a candidate for Governor 
should there be an opening for the party in 2018.

Dahlberg has announced that he will not be running 
for a third term in 2016 to the St. Louis County 
Board of Commissioners.  If the opportunity is 
available in 2018, he will have 2016 and 2017 open 
to make it happen.

Chris Dahlberg will be someone of interest to watch 
for in the future.

Add Municipal Casinos to Golf Courses and 
Liquor Stores
History has shown that government run municipal 
golf courses and liquor stores have generally been a 
financial disaster for taxpayers.  Rarely do they turn 
a profit, and when they do, it often times is because 
they pass laws prohibiting the private sector from 
opening up competing businesses, making the city 
business a monopoly.  Sometimes a monopoly isn’t 
even enough to make these municipal businesses 
profitable.
City Council member Howie Hanson of Duluth has 
a new idea which he wants to bring to the legislature 
for approval… Municipal Casino.  Hanson believes 
that Duluth can rake in $12 million a year in profit 
from this venture.  You know what will come next?  
How about Municipal Hotel, Municipal Concert 
Hall, and maybe Municipal All You Can Eat Buffet.  
Maybe they can build this Municipal Casino next to 
their Municipal Zoo or Municipal Aquarium which 
both have been in a downward spiral for the last 
decade or two.
The one thing we know for sure is that if this is 
approved for Duluth, they will most certainly 
squander away all of the profit, if any, into 
boondoggle projects like those mentioned above.  

Priorities like fixing their pension deficit or reducing 
the size of government to match their reduction of 
population will be the furthest from their minds.  
For that, they are waiting for a Municipal Bailout 
from the Minnesota Legislature, or in other words, 
from the rest of us taxpayers.
If Duluth is successful at convincing the legislature 
to approve Municipal Casino, maybe East Bethel 
could add a roulette table and slot machines to their 
senior center to pay off their failed sewer project? 
Levy-less
Anoka County’s Good Ol Boys are surely 
disappointed at the retirement of Paul Levy at the 
Star Tribune.  Levy was one of 19 journalists at the 
Star Tribune who took a buyout under a contract 
clause triggered by the closing of the sale of the 
paper to Glen Taylor.  Up to 26 weeks of severance 
pay was offered to those who left.
In remembering Levy, we look back to our February 
28, 2013 edition where we shredded his article on 
the Anoka County Board and the Prevailing Wage 
issue.  The article was devoid of hard facts.  It was 
purely finger pointing and sensational journalism, 
designed to attack the new board majority.  This was 
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MILLIONS OF MN TAXPAYERS’ DOLLARS SPENT ON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT LOBBYING
By Tom Steward — Watchdog Minnesota Bureau / watchdog.org
ST. PAUL, Minn. — Local governments 
in Minnesota burned through more than $8 
million in taxpayer-funded lobbying last 
year, up more than 3 percent over 2012, 
according to a new state report.

A Watchdog Minnesota Bureau analysis 
indicates the practice has become so 
ingrained that every Minnesota taxpayer 
likely funds at least one local government 
entity to lobby another level of government.

“It goes both ways. If they get what they 
want that’s a reason to do more of it. If they 
don’t get what they want, that’s just a reason 
to spend even more money on lobbying,” 
said Jonathan Blake, who analyzes lobbying 
activity for the Freedom Foundation of 
Minnesota.

“So there’s never really a scenario in which 
you can see cities, counties, townships or 
others walking away from this because they 
all want something.”

Every edition contains a disclaimer: “The 
operation and funding of local governments 
can be greatly affected by decisions made 
by the state Legislature. Therefore, it is 
understandable that those affected by these 
decisions would want to have representation 
during the legislative process.”

The 394-page report breaks down taxpayer-
funded lobbying into two categories: Staff 
and outside contract lobbyists — $3.9 
million— and dues and other funds spent 
by local government associations — $4.2 
million.

As usual, the state’s biggest cities, counties 
and local government entities threw around 
the most taxpayer money for staff and 
Capitol lobbyists. Minneapolis ($307,000) 
tops the list, followed by Hennepin County 
($245,000), Western Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency ($158,000), St. Paul 
($158,000) and Ramsey County ($151,000).

“I think the reason the Legislature wants 
this transparency is so that residents of 
the community can say, ‘OK, why did you 
spend, whether it’s $100,000 or $22 or 
whatever it might be, on lobbying?’” said 
Rebecca Otto, Minnesota state auditor. 
“That’s something they can answer to their 
citizens for. So I’m hoping that people use 
this report for being informed and asking 
questions.”

Yet even the smallest Minnesota local 
governments play a sizable role in the 
lobbying lottery through membership 
in 26 township, city, county or school 
associations, which designate from 8 percent 
to 89 percent of their taxpayer-funded dues 
for lobbying.

For example, taxpayers in the central 
Minnesota city of Evansville, population 
605, funded at least three layers of lobbying:  
$296 to the Minnesota Association of Small 
Cities, $612 to the Minnesota School Board 
Association from Independent School 
District 208 and a portion of the $2,939 
spent by Douglas County through the 
Association of Minnesota Counties and 
Minnesota Rural Counties Caucus.

Association lobbying disclosures by 
Minnesota cities chew up a quarter of 
the report — 100 pages. All but 41 of 
Minnesota’s 853 cities belong to an 
association that lobbies, according to the 
Office of the State Auditor. The associations 
that spend the most taxpayer money on 

lobbying starts with the Coalition of Greater 
Minnesota Cities ($836,000), League of 
Minnesota Cities ($629,000), Minnesota 
School Boards Association ($511,000), 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts 
($300,000) and Schools for Equity in 
Education ($229,000).

All 87 Minnesota 
counties also pay 
for lobbyists as 
members of one 
or more county 
associations. On 
the low end, rural 
Big Stone County 
spent $765 on 
lobbying; suburban 

Dakota County put up $54,387 —in addition 
to $107,000 on staff and contract lobbyists.

Some 334 independent school districts 
report using taxpayer dollars to lobby 
through educational associations, with 
Anoka-Hennepin schools topping out 
at $30,239 — plus $36,000 on staff and 
contract lobbyists.

Townships — the leanest and most prolific 
level of government — take up more space 
in the annual lobbying report than any 
governmental entity — about 200 pages. 
Only two of the state’s 1,783 townships 
failed to file a lobbying report — Battle 
Township in Beltrami County and Selma 
Township in Cottonwood County. The other 
1,781 townships belong to the Minnesota 
Association of Townships, which designates 
8 percent — lowest among associations — 
of annual dues for lobbying.

“MAT (Minnesota Association of 
Townships) believes that representing 
local governments at the Capitol is a little 
different than other types of lobbying 
because we are partners with the state 
and not a ‘special interest’ as that term is 
generally viewed in the legislative arena,” 
said Kent Sulem, general counsel and 
lobbyist for MAT. “Yes, we do  have a 
legislative agenda, but the goals of the 
legislative changes center around providing 
effective and efficient government services 
while keeping local property taxes as low as 
possible.”

“Generally speaking, most of our interests 
have to do with roads and bridges and some 
government mandates that we don’t like,” 
said Jill Hall, a resident of New Solum 
Township in northwestern Minnesota and 
MAT board member. “It depends on the 
population and the size of the township. It 
varies a little bit what they pay.”

New Solum, Marshall County’s biggest 
township with 325 residents, pays $444 
in annual association dues, $36 of it for 
lobbying. Nearly two dozen townships 
pay the bare minimum of $22 a year, with 
Liberty Township in Itasca County listed in 
the annual report as paying $1 in association 
dues and nothing for lobbying.

Altogether, MAT spent $69,000 on 
lobbying, placing 16 among 26 local 
government association lobbying in 2013. 
Most dues go to providing other services 
such as insurance coverage, education, 
training and more.

“The financial impact of a proposed statute 
or regulation can be much harsher on small 
rural communities,” said Sulem. “With 
the population growth in the metropolitan 

Publisher’s Column  continued from page 1

typical of many Levy articles.
Levy’s article pretty much skipped over the serious process problems 
with the board’s actions, like changing meeting packets at the last 
minute to reduce public notice.  Anoka County Record covered this 
issue to the chagrin of board chair Rhonda Sivarajah.
In 2013, we had a draft analysis of another one of Levy’s articles 
sitting on the back burner that never made it to press.  Levy’s article 
proclaimed that Commissioner Matt Look and Commissioner 
Dan Erhart were the top two big spenders on food and travel 
reimbursements.  While it was technically true that Erhart was #1 
and Look was #2, most people wouldn’t view it this way.
Erhart’s spending was in the thousands of dollars while Look’s 
was in the hundreds of dollars.  I don’t recall the exact numbers 
but Erhart had probably spent almost as much as the other six 
commissioners combined.  Erhart’s expenditures were multiple times 
more than Look’s.  Since Look took issue with Erhart’s spending 
in the past, the article was spun to try to make him look like a 
hypocrite.  An honest headline would have named Erhart alone or 
none of the commissioners.
Levy’s reporting always provided plenty of positive press for the 
Good Ol’ Boys to promote Northstar, Vikings, and all of the other 
taxpayer boondoggles they promoted.
Who knows, maybe Levy will end up at the Anoka Alphabet Paper.  
One thing is for sure, he won’t be writing for ACR, unless it is for the 
entertainment section.

As a proud father of two elementary school age boys, and a loving 
husband to my wife Stacy for 17 years, I want to ensure that Blaine 
remains a wonderful place to raise children.  I want Blaine to continue 
to be a peaceful city environment that provides a great work / life 
balance.

I believe that the City Council 
has done a good job of helping 
Blaine grow.  I intend to 
continue in that tradition.  
Keeping taxes low yet 
maximizing the benefit of those 
tax dollars for the residents of 
Blaine.  I find it important to 
attract more local career level 
jobs to the area so that Blaine 
does not have to simply be a 
bedroom community, but can 
be a great place to both live and 
work.

As a four year coach in Blaine sports programs, I want to ensure that 
there are always plenty of open spaces in Blaine.   Equally important 
is the effort to keep drugs out of our schools, parks, and community.  
To achieve this goal, I will strongly support the Blaine Police 
Department in any way I can.  Additionally, we must support our 
senior citizens to ensure they have the necessary resources to find the 
healthcare and activities needed to stay healthy and lead happy lives.

We also know that as Blaine continues her rapid growth, the 
challenges that we all see to our traffic flow will only continue to 
increase.  I plan to work with Federal, State, and County officials and 
utilize their resources to help Blaine find a way over these hurdles 
and thereby making our community sustainable for the long term.

As a proud American, Minnesotan, and resident of Blaine, if elected, 
I will strive to keep city spending limited, and maintain a watchful 
eye on government overreach in order to ensure that Blaine remains 
a wonderful, livable city for our families.  I thank you truly for 
reading, and I hope I can count on your vote.

CANDIDATE STATEMENT

JASON KING
Candidate for Ward 3 — Blaine City Council

Blaine city council candidate
Jason King

area outpacing that of rural 
Minnesota, the rural areas have 
fewer legislative seats, which 
means it is even more important 
for the smallest communities 
to have representation at the 
Capitol.”

In the end, the 2013 report still 
understates taxpayer-funded 

local government lobbying. A 
loophole in the law does not 
require local governments to 
report taxpayer funding for 
lobbying federal officials. A 
Watchdog Minnesota Bureau 
analysis found Minnesota local 
governments spent about $1.1 
million on lobbying Washington 
in 2012.

We publish all candidate statements — send yours to
editor@AnokaCountyRecord.com



ANDOVER
Burglaries 
June 27 — 7xx 141 Ave NW – Unsecure Vehicle; check 
book, glasses
June 27 — 158xx Drake St NW – unsecure garage; bike 
June 28 —145xx Yellowpine St NW – unsecure vehicle; 
nothing of value was stolen
June 28 — 143xx Bluebird St NW – unsecure garage; alcohol
June 28 — 141xx Vale St NW – unknown source of 
entry into a garage; bikes
June 28 — 29xx 142 Ln NW – gas can stolen from boat
June 28 — 11xx 152 Ln NW – unsecure vehicle; 
laptops, work ID 
July 1 — 152xx Hanson Blvd NW – business; wallet 
and vehicle keys stolen from the locker room
July 1 — 13xx 155 Ave NW – unsecure vehicle; nothing 
of value was stolen
July 1 — 139xx Eidelweiss St NW – unsecure vehicle; 
nothing of value was stolen
July 2 — 142xx Olive St NW – unsecure vehicle; wallet
Thefts & Damage to Property
July 1 — 138xx Holly St NW – yard lights removed from 
the yard and smashed in the street
July 7 — 170xx Barium St NW – male reporting a credit 
card was opened in his name fraudulently
July 7 — 12xx 143 Ln NW – mail stolen from mailbox
July 7 — 142xx Crane St NW – unsecure vehicle; 
tackle box, phone charger
July 7 — 34xx 133 Ln NW – license plate stolen from 
vehicle
July 9 — 22xx 177 Ln NW – vandalism to a vehicle; keyed
July 10 — 33xx 142 Ave NW – vandalism to vehicle; 
rocks thrown through the windows
July 10 — 34xx 139 Ave NW – unsecure vehicle; GPS, 
Ipod
July 10 — 38xx 139 Ln NW – unsecure vehicle; ear buds
July 10 — 38xx 140 Ave NW – unsecure vehicle; 
nothing of value was stolen
Arrests 
June 29 — Round Lake Blvd NW/Bunker Lake Blvd NW 
– 5th Degree Domestic Assault; deputies responded to 
a father/son domestic. The son was arrested.
June 30 — 1851 Bunker Lake Blvd NW – 5th Degree 
Controlled Substance, Theft; a deputy stopped a 
vehicle for a theft that had just occurred at Wal-Mart. 
During the search of the vehicle narcotics were located. 
The female was arrested.
June 30 — 13700 Block of Goldenrod St NW – 4th 
Degr. DWI; deputies responded to a male passed out 
in a vehicle that was running. The driver appeared 
intoxicated. Field sobriety tests were conducted and 
failed. The male was arrested. (.135)
July 2 — 31xx 162 Ln NW – 2nd Degree DWI, DWI 
test refusal, DAR; deputies stopped to check on a 
suspicious vehicle parked next to a closed business. 
The driver appeared intoxicated and refused field 
sobriety tests. The male was arrested.
July 7 — 176 Ave NW/Verdin St NW – Stolen Vehicle, 
DAC-IPS; deputies stopped a vehicle stolen out of Mille 
Lacs County. The male driver was arrested.
July 7 — Hanson Blvd NW/Bunker Lake Blvd NW – 
DAC-IPS; a deputy stopped a driver for having a suspended 
object hanging from the rear view mirror; driver did not 
have a valid driver’s license. The male was arrested.
July 9 — 14500 Block Dakota St NW – Receiving 
Stolen Property, Possession of Stolen Property, DAR; 
deputies stopped a vehicle for traffic violations. Driver 
was wanted by Sherburne County for burglary; no valid 
driver’s license. The truck was brought to ACSO to be 
inventoried for stolen property. The male was arrested.
July 9 — 161 Ave NW/Crosstown Blvd NW – 2nd Degree 
Refusal, 3rd Degree DWI; deputies stopped a driver for 
no front headlights; driver appeared intoxicated. Field 
sobriety tests were conducted and failed. The male 
was arrested. (.196)

COLUMBUS
Thefts & Damage to Property 
July 2 — 150xx Zurich St NE – business; cell phone 
stolen from the deli area
July 5 — 140xx West Freeway Dr NE – forced entry 
into campers; TV
Arrests
June 30 — Hwy 35 NE/Lake Dt NE – 4th Degr DWI, 5th 
Degr Possession of a Controlled Substance; deputies 
responded to a male having a medical in his vehicle. The 
male was in the driver’s seat of the vehicle with the car 
running and in gear. The male appeared intoxicated. During 
the search of the vehicle and him narcotics were located. 
A urine sample was collected. The male was arrested.
July 4 — 15201 Zurich St NE – Trespass-Refuse to 
Depart, Disorderly Conduct; deputies responded to a 
report of a male at the location causing a scene and 

refusing to leave. Deputies asked again for the male to 
leave and informed him that he was trespassed from the 
location. The male refused to leave and was arrested. 
July 5 — 92xx Lake Dr NE – 5th Degree Domestic 
Assault; deputies responded to a boyfriend/girlfriend 
domestic. The male was arrested.

EAST BETHEL
Thefts & Damage to Property 
July 6 — 2xx Forest Rd NE – boat motor stolen from 
a pontoon
Arrests 
June 29 — 243xx Hwy 65 NE – 5th Degree Domestic 
Assault – deputies responded to a husband/wife 
domestic. The male was arrested.
June 30 — 216xx Durant St NE – Pole Barn Fire; 
deputies responded to a pole barn on fire at the 
location. East Bethel Fire Department with assistance 
from surrounding agencies extinguished the fire. No 
one was injured.

HAM LAKE
Burglaries
June 29 — 37xx 169 Ln NE – unsecure residence; 
electronics, jewelry 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
June 29 — 162xx Bataan St NE – mailbox hit by a vehicle 
June 30 — 155xx Austin St NE – battery stolen from a boat
July 4 — 163xx Hwy 65 NE – vandalism to a business; 
front lock super glued
Arrests/Incidents
July 8 — 13800 Block Radisson Rd NE – 5th Degree 
Controlled Substance, DAR, Warrant Arrest; a deputy 
stopped a driver for having a warrant. During the search 
of the male and the vehicle narcotics were located. The 
male was arrested. 
July 9 — 153xx Rendova St NE – 5th Degree Controlled 
Substance; deputies responded to a report of a 
male doing drugs at the location. The deputies made 
contact with the male and witnessed him trying to hide 
something. During the search of the male narcotics 
were located. The male was arrested.
July 9 — 21xx 169 Ave NE – 2nd Degree Assault; 
deputies responded to girlfriend/girlfriend domestic. 
One of the females was arrested. 
July 10 — 165xx Bataan St NE – Domestic, Paper Service, 
HRO Violation; deputies responded to a male wanting to 
report an assault that took place on a previous date. After 
taking the report deputies served the male with harassing 
restraining order. After serving the male the male contacted 
the petitioner via phone in the presence of the deputies. 
The male was arrested for violating the HRO.

LINWOOD TOWNSHIP
Thefts & Damage to Property
June 17 — 224xx East Martin Lake Dr NE – broken 
vehicle window; nothing of value was stolen
June 20 — 69xx 231 Ln NE – vehicle drove through the 
lawn causing damage
Arrests/Incidents
June 25 — 217xx Viking Blvd NW – Domestic Assault; 
deputies responded to a boyfriend/girlfriend domestic. 
Both the male and female were arrested.

NOWTHEN
Arrests/Incidents
June 25 — 207xx St Francis Blvd NW – House Fire; 
Extinguished by the Ramsey Fire Department. No one 
was injured.

OAK GROVE
Burglaries
June 28 — 204xx Zea St NW – back door forced open; copper
June 28 — 223xx Tulip St NW – unsecure out building; 
broken items, papers thrown around 
June 29 — 197xx Rum River Blvd NW – front door 
kicked in; copper, mower
July 7 — 41xx 204 Ln NW – forced entry through 
garage service door; cash
July 8 — 33xx 221 Ave NW – forced entry through rear 
door; damage throughout the residence
Thefts & Damage to Property
July 7 — 8xx Sims Rd NW – bike stolen from behind 
the pole barn 
Arrests/Incidents
July 6 — Cedar Dr NW/181 Ave NW – 5th Degree 
Possession of a Controlled Substance, Warrant arrest; 
deputies responded to a report of a suspicious male 
at the location. After identifying the male the deputies 
leaned he had a confirmed warrant. During the search 
of the male narcotics were located. The male was 
arrested. 
July 7 — 11xx 225 Ave NW – Domestic Assault; 
deputies responded to a boyfriend/girlfriend domestic. 
The male was arrested.

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23

25 26 27 28 29 30

                                                                                                  

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

SEPTEMBER 2014AUGUST 2014

PAGE 5                                                                                                  

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

JULY 15, 2014ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

JULY 15, 2014 PAGE 5ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

HAM LAKE
Ham Lake City Hall

15544 Central Ave NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304

Ph: 763-434-9555
www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us
Hours: M-Th 7 AM - 4:30 PM  

Fri: 7 AM-12 NOON
Wed. July 16
Park & Tree Comm., 6 pm
Mon. July 21
City Council, 6 pm
Mon. July 28
Planning Comm., 6 pm

OAK GROVE
Oak Grove City Hall

19900 Nightingale St. NW
Oak Grove, MN 55011

Ph: 763-404-7000
www.ci.oak-grove.mn.us

2nd and last Monday
City Council, 7 pm 
3rd Thursday
(July 17 is cancelled)
Planning Comm., 7 pm
3rd Wednesday, July 16
Parks Comm., 6:30 pm

Got something to say?
editor@AnokaCountyRecord.com
You can send your letters, announcements and columns by e-mail 

Publish your assumed name in the
Anoka County Record

$40 flat fee (lowest price in Anoka County)
2014 Publication Schedule, instructions and ad 

rates are posted as a PDF file on our website
www.AnokaCountyRecord.com

You can also find all our back issues here and
sign up for e-mail notification

when a new edition has been posted

24
31

ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF CRIME REPORT

JULY
31

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/13/2014

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

Metro

FREE EVENT & FISHING EQUIPMENT PROVIDED 

The Sheriff’s Office has partnered with Fishing for Life to host this kid’s fishing day and tournament. Chil-
dren and parents will be paired up with a Fishing Guide and taken out in a boat. Trophies will be given 
for the largest Bass, Northern, Pan Fish and more. Kids will also be able to fish from the dock and par-
ticipate in the Sunny Shoot Out! All equipment, bait, lunch, entertainment and trophies are provided free. 
     August 1st  9 am—1:30 pm 

Lake George Regional Park, 3100 217 Ave NW, Oak Grove 
Admission to Lake George Regional Park for this event will be waived. 

 
 9 AM  Registration 
 9:15  Welcome  
 9:30 Starting FISHING 

 
 Noon—Weigh In 
 Noon—1:00 PM Lunch 
 1:00 Awards Ceremony 

JOIN THE ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR A 
FUN DAY OF FISHING AT LAKE GEORGE. 

SPONSORS: 

YOU MUST REGISTER AT 

WWW.ANOKACOUNTY.US/CRIMEWATCH OR  
CALL 763.767.4671 

AUGUST 1st  9 AM—1:30 PM 

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS CALENDAR

Friday
AUGUST 1
9am-1:30pm

763-
767-
4671



Nowthen — Mayor (Schulz), 2 council seats (Meyer, 
Pilon)
Oak Grove — Mayor (Korin), 2 council seats 
(Wylie, Denno)
Spring Lake Park — Mayor (Hansen), 2 council 
seats (Raymond, Mason)
School Board offices 
Centennial ISD 12 — 3 seats (Guthmueller, 
Regnier, Burns)
Forest Lake ISD 831 — 3 seats (Turner, Bystrom, 
Morehead)
North Suburban Hospital District
3 seats (Blaine; Fridley; Hilltop)
For recent coverage of candidates filed, see Anoka 
County Record editions of May 8 and June 19, 2014.
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CANDIDATE FILING, ROUND 2, 
STARTS JULY 29 continued from page 1

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the true owner of a business.
 1. List the exact assumed name under which the business is or will be 
conducted: 
 Retreat
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 1301 Oakwood Dr., Anoka MN 55303
 3. List the name and complete street address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership name and registered office address:
 Youngblood Construction, LLC, 1301 Oakwood Dr., 
 Anoka MN 55303
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in this document is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am subject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document under oath.
 FILED: June 4, 2014, # 764195500024
 /s/Jennifer Pekula

(Published July 3, 2014 & July 15, 2014 Anoka County Record)

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the true owner of a business.
 1. List the exact assumed name under which the business is or will be 
conducted: 
 Picture Perfect Flix
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 1407 Circle Terrace Blvd NE, Columbia Heights MN 55421
 3. List the name and complete street address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership name and registered office address:
 Derek Lamon Johnson, 1407 Circle Terrace Blvd NE, Columbia  
 Heights MN 55421
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in this document is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am subject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document under oath.
 FILED: May 25, 2014, # 762661300023
 /s/ Derek Johnson

(Published July 15, 2014 & July 31, 2014 Anoka County Record)

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the true owner of a business.
 1. List the exact assumed name under which the business is or will be 
conducted: 
 Breakwater IT
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 11750 Tulip St. NW #241, Coon Rapids MN 55433
 3. List the name and complete street address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership name and registered office address:
 RC Ventures Inc., 11750 Tulip St. NW #241, Coon Rapids MN 55433
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all 
required fields, and that the information in this document is true and correct 
and in compliance with the applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing this document I am subject to the penalties of 
perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document under 
oath.
 FILED: June 9, 2014, # 764839700023
 /s/ Robin Kumpula, President

(Published July 15, 2014 & July 31, 2014 Anoka County Record)

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the true owner of a business.
 1. List the exact assumed name under which the business is or will be 
conducted: 
 Bliss Botanicals
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 8231 158th Avenue NW, Ramsey MN 55303
 3. List the name and complete street address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership name and registered office address:
 Stephanie Madsen, 8231 158th Avenue NW, Ramsey MN 55303
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in this document is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am subject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document under oath.
 FILED: June 20, 2014, # 766574700029
 /s/Stephanie Madsen

(Published July 3, 2014 & July 15, 2014 Anoka County Record)

OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the true owner of a business.
 1. List the exact assumed name under which the business is or will be 
conducted: 
 Northwest lawn and snow
 2. Principal Place of Business:
 5293 143rd Avenue NW, Ramsey MN 55303
 3. List the name and complete street address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership name and registered office address:
 Jeffrey Michael Spiess, 5293 143rd Avenue NW, Ramsey MN 55303
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as agent of the person(s) whose signature 
would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in this document is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am subject to the penalties of perjury as set 
forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this document under oath.
 FILED: June 26, 2014, # 767373800028
 /s/Jeffrey Michael Spiess

(Published July 3, 2014 & July 15, 2014 Anoka County Record)

CITY OF OAK GROVE
COUNTY OF ANOKA

STATE OF MINNESOTA
Notice of filing for 2014 City General Election

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, to the residents of the City of Oak Grove, that 
a General Election will be held in the City of Oak Grove, in the County of 
Anoka, State of Minnesota, on Tuesday, the 4th day of November, 2014, 
for the purpose of electing candidates for the offices listed below. The filing 
period for these offices begins on Tuesday, July 29, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. and 
ends at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 12, 2014. Candidates for the offices 
listed below need to file with the city clerk at Oak Grove City Hall, 19900 
Nightingale St NW, Oak Grove, Minnesota.
 One (1) Mayor for four year term
 Two (2) Council Members for four year terms each 
Office hours at city hall are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday; 
however, office hours will be extended until 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 
12, 2014, to accept filings. A fee of $2 must be paid before an Affidavit of 
Candidacy will be accepted.
Sherry F. Fiskewold
City Clerk

(Published July 15, 2014 Anoka County Record)

LINWOOD TOWNSHIP
COUNTY OF ANOKA

STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE OF FILING FOR THE YEAR 2014 

TOWNSHIP ELECTION
Notice is hereby given pursuant of Minnesota Statute 205.13 that a Township 
Election will be held in Linwood Township on Tuesday, November 4, 2014 
for the purpose of electing candidates for the offices listed below. The filing 
for these offices begins on July 29, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. and ends at 5:00 p.m. 
August 12, 2014. Filing fee is $2.00. Interested candidates need to call 651-
462-2812 for an appointment to file with the Clerk of Linwood Township at 
22817 Typo Creek Drive NE, Stacy, Minnesota 55079.
Two Supervisor Seats: Seat A and Seat D and the Treasurer’s position are 
for 4-year terms
The Elections will be held at the Linwood Town Hall on November 4, 2014 
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

(Published July 15 & July 31, 2014 Anoka County Record)

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/13/2014

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

Metro

CITY OF HAM LAKE
BUILDING INSPECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

The City of Ham Lake, MN is seeking applications for a Building Inspector/
Code Enforcement Officer. This full-time position has a salary range of 
$24.51/hr. to $30.63/hr.  The position encompasses both primary and support 
duties within the building department.  Responsibilities include, but are not 
limited to; conducting plan reviews, assisting citizens and contractors with 
questions, performing field inspections, zoning code enforcement, issuing 
building permits, maintaining property files, and other building department 
functions.
A job description, required application and supplemental questions form are 
available online at www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us or at Ham Lake City Hall.
Application deadline is July 31, 2014

(Published July 15, 2014 Anoka County Record)

CITY OF HAM LAKE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public accuracy test of vote counting 
equipment to be used in the August 12, 2014 Primary Election will be held on 
Wednesday, August 6, 2014 at 9:00 AM at City of Ham Lake, 15544 Central 
Ave NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304-5609.
If you would like to witness this demonstration, you are welcome to do so at 
the above mentioned location.
Denise Webster, City Clerk

(Published July 15, 2014 Anoka County Record)

Oak Grove Acorn Day!
Saturday, August 9

City Hall

On Thursday, July 24, Chris Daniels 
of Minnesotans Against Common 

Core will be speaking about the prob-
lems of Common Core at the 

Coon Rapids Evangelical Free Church 
(2650 128th Ave NW) at 7:00 p.m. 

Specific issues that will be discussed 
include high-stakes testing, reduction 
in college readiness, and removal of 

parental and local control.

Ramsey City Council Future Topics 
for discussion (subject to change)

July 22, 2014  City Council Work Session 
1. Discussion HRA vs EDA
2. Discussion re Updating Personnel Policy
3. Discussion – Fire Station
4. Discussion – Budget
5. Discussion – Ramsey Raceway Relocation

July 22, 2014  City Council — Regular Mtg.
1. Massage Parlor Ordinance

August 11, 2014  City Council Work Session  
(Note:  August 11 versus August 12 due to Primary Election)

1. Discussion – 2015 Budget
August 11, 2014  City Council — Regular Mtg.

1. Public Hearing – Charter Amendment – Chapter 8
No month/date assigned

1. CCWS/Discuss Closed Sessions (i.e. when to close, etc.)
2. CCWS/Happy Days Update
3. CCWS/Meeting with Met Council Representative Ed Reynoso
4. CCWS/Proposal from North Fork Inc. to Convey Certain   
     Parcels Adjacent to Lake Itasca to the City for Park Purposes
5. CCWS/Review Commercial Signage Standards
6. CCWS/Review of Home Occupation Ordinance
7. HRA/Review Draft of Housing Assistance Policy
8. HRA/Consider Policy on Community Sign Tenant Panels
9.  CCWS/Review Rental Licensing
10. Review City Code related to Tobacco Licensing
11. CCWS/Review of Similar Policies – see above
12. CCWS/Review Trail Policy
13. CCWS/Consider Funding for Mediation Services – Contingency
14. CCWS/Update from CBRE
15. CCWS/Discuss Board & Commission Survey related to Stipends
16. CCWS/Review Facility Rental Policy
17. HRAReg/Review Draft of Housing Assistance Policy
18. CCWS/No Wake Ordinance

CCWS=City Council Work Session
HRA = Housing and Redevelopment Authority

Official state documents from           
1900-1990 now digitized and online
By Joe Kimball | Minn Post
State officials have digitized a host of old official state 
documents and made them available online at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/sos/
The effort by the Minnesota Secretary of State’s office 
and the Minnesota Legislative Reference Library cat-
egorized and digitized about 40,000 documents, dating 
from 1900 to 1990, including  executive orders, extra-
ditions, and oaths of office.
Among the many documents are Gov. Wendell Ander-
son’s resignation letter, and Rudy Perpich’s letter ap-
pointing him to the United States Senate (both dated 
Dec. 29, 1976), and Gov. Orville Freeman’s executive 
order declaring martial law in Albert Lea to quell the 
violence stemming from a meatpacking strike (Dec. 11, 
1959).
The project was funded by a $7,000 grant from The 
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund administered by the 
Minnesota Historical Society, and included the digital 
conversion of 47 rolls of microfilm.
Referenced:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/sos/file.aspx?fileno=30163
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/sos/file.aspx?fileno=14523

MinnPost.com is a nonprofit, member-supported news 
site that provides high-quality journalism for people 
who care about Minnesota.


