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Union-Herald Shows DFL Partisanship in
Attack on County Board
Senate District 31 DFL Now Joins Union-Herald Effort
Recently, the Union-Herald wrote a scathing editorial against the County Board concerning their selection of the
Record to publish their public notices for 2015. They essentially published a “call to arms”,
asking readers to relentlessly pound county elected officials into rescinding their contract with
the Record and awarding the business back to them.
It is unfortunate though that the Union-Herald was not honest with readers as to what really
is driving this attack. Their editorial was riddled with half-truths, absent of many facts, and
hid the true partisan nature of their attack. It certainly wasn’t about public service, since any
newspaper is free to publish any public notices they wish. It wasn’t about educating the public,
as they failed to include key facts which would have allowed educated readers to reach their
own conclusions.
Few would have known that the only person they quoted is the only longtime DFL member
remaining on the county board.
The Union-Herald would like to buffalo the public into
believing that this public notice publishing issue is all
about print circulation numbers. Yes, they have higher
print circulation than we do. They have about 1% and we
have less than 1%. Speaking big picture, the overwhelming
majority of residents in the county receive neither newspaper
in print form.
The Union-Herald promotes circulation as a distraction to
the fact that they charge up to ten times more than the Record
does for publishing public notices. The Union-Herald has
lost tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of business in the
county due to their sky-high prices for publishing public
notices. Anoka County pays some of the highest prices in
the State of Minnesota and the Union-Herald, along with
their associated newspapers in the county lead the way.
Some local governments have simply had enough of this
price gouging which is why they made the change.
Until recently, politics hasn’t directly and openly played
a role in this battle. That has now changed with a recent
speech from Union-Herald General Manager Tom Murray
and Senate District 31 DFL (SD31-DFL) now joining his
efforts to attack the County Board and discredit the Record.
Many political insiders in the county have known the
Union-Herald to be a newspaper operating with DFL
political leanings. It wasn’t terribly surprising that their
editorial only quoted the sole remaining longtime DFL
commissioner, who attacked the other commissioners for
their decision. The fact that the Union-Herald has had a
powerful former DFL senator serving as the Vice President
of their parent company is nothing new. The fact that they
have promoted numerous DFL proposals like commuter
trains is also known by many. This newspaper also
generally praised anything promoted by the “Godfather”,
former DFL Commissioner Dan Erhart.
Just recently the Union-Herald supported pay increases
for Governor Dayton’s gubernatorial appointees currently
making over $100,000 a year plus benefits. Generally it
seems that the only time they support GOP candidates are
in situations where the DFL candidate has no possibility of
winning.
Where the Union-Herald finally crossed the line and
showed their true DFL partisanship though, was in a speech
General Manager Tom Murray made to the Nowthen City
Council. He specifically told councilmembers to contact
two specific elected officials who would say bad things
about the Record. Those two officials were Mayor Sarah
Strommen of Ramsey, and Mayor Julie Trude of Andover.
Both of these officials are known as ardent DFL supporters.
Strommen was recently appointed by Governor Mark
Dayton to a position earning approximately $150,000/year

in salary and benefits. She may also be a candidate for
the huge salary increases that the Union-Herald recently
spoke in favor of. Trude was endorsed by none other than
Senate District 35 DFL Chair Wes Volkenant, who is also
an AFSCME member.
If this didn’t already establish a connection between the
Union-Herald and the DFL, now we have a connection
between the Union-Herald’s efforts and SD31-DFL. Just
recently a friend of the Record who lives in East Bethel
informed us that SD31-DFL has organized a committee to
carry out the same agenda advocated by the Union-Herald.
SD31-DFL has created this new committee with the goal of
preventing the Record from obtaining any additional contracts
to publish public notices with local governments. In addition,
they have created a plan to lobby local elected officials to
rescind current contracts we have with Anoka County, Ham
Lake, and Oak Grove.
What we take note of is that the same talking points used
to support the efforts of this DFL committee are some of
the same points being made by the Union-Herald. Is this a
coincidence? It could be, but in addition to our information
from East Bethel, we also received a critical email written with
the same newspaper publisher jargon like the Union-Herald’s
Tom Murray would use. We didn’t make the connection at
first, but now we know the author of that e-mail is a member
of this SD31-DFL committee.
The Union-Herald and SD31-DFL are advocating that people
contact Commissioner Rhonda Sivarajah, Julie Braastad,
and Matt Look to complain and demand that they rescind the
Record’s contract with the County. SD31-DFL is also asking
people to submit editorials to newspapers like the UnionHerald, which odds are will most certainly be published as
part of what appears to be a joint effort.
The Union-Herald lost the cost argument when they cut the
price they charged Anoka County by 40% simply because
the Record appeared in 2011. That 40% is what some of
us would call price gouging. The Union-Herald currently
charges up to 10 times more to publish a public notice vs. the
Record. Anoka County’s publishing costs have dropped from
approximately $65,000 a year to $15,000 a year simply due
to the Record participating in the bidding process. These are
just a few interesting facts that neither the Union-Herald nor
SD31-DFL wants to talk about.
The Union-Herald’s print circulation argument has been
completely discredited. The Union-Herald’s General Manager
Tom Murray was disgraced when he had to admit to the
Nowthen City Council that they only had 32 subscribers in a
city of 4,400 and that he has been charging them $3,500 a year
to reach these 32 people.
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DESPERATE:
US POSTAL SERVICE
WANTS TO DELIVER
GROCERIES AND
CASH CHECKS
By M.D. Kittle | Watchdog.org
The debt-ridden U.S. Postal Service is
looking to expand its service footprint
from well beyond its core mail-delivery operations — everything from
grocery delivery to payday loans.
But the quasi-governmental agency’s
hunt for badly needed revenue streams
is coming at the expense of privatesector competitors, undercutting the
basic principles of the American freemarket system, critics contend.
In October, the Postal Regulatory
Commission signed off on a plan
allowing the Postal Service to deliver
groceries in San Francisco, working
with mega online retailer Amazon.com
to do it. The test project eventually
could be expanded nationwide.

Postal Service desperate cont. on page 5

City wary of
Internet co.’s ‘free’
broadband report
By Tom Steward
Watchdog.Org Minnesota Bureau

ROCHESTER, Minn. — Michael
Brayen,
Alcatel-Lucent
business
development director, is offering the
Rochester City Council services from
the technology giant.
For nothing. For now.
“Why would a company, a multi-billion
dollar company, essentially Bell Labs,
come to your community and tell you
something like this?” Brayen asked
council members in a Feb. 9 pitch in
the southeastern Minnesota city.
Good question.
The offer mystified some local officials,
perhaps more accustomed to providing
— rather than receiving — so-called
free stuff.
“When things are free, it makes you a
little concerned. But we’ve heard the
speaker talk about no obligation, he’s
going to do this,” said City Councilor
Sandra Means.
The proposition? A gratis report, except
for city staff time to dig up data, on
whether Rochester should get into the
government-owned broadband business,
in which Alcatel-Lucent specializes.
“We’re going to turn this rock over
with you, if you’ll allow us, over the
next 60 to 90 days, and we’ll come
back to you with a deliverable that is,
essentially, that business case model
with its alternatives, and we’re going to
hand it back to you,” Brayen said.

Rochester wooed with “free” report

cont. on page 5
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Rep. Hackbarth:
Dayton’s reckless
mishandling of tax
dollars
Feb. 20 — Gov. Mark
Dayton caused quite
a stir around the state
when the public learned
he provided annual
raises of $25,000 to
$35,000 to members of
his cabinet who already
have six-figure salaries.
Those sharp increases struck a nerve with
many citizens. These people should be fairly
paid, but it is disappointing to see raises for
commissioners that amount to more than a
lot of people earn in the course of a year. It is
tough for hard-working Minnesotans to swallow that when they are working their hardest
to put food on the table, pay the mortgage and
keep the lights on.
This reckless mishandling of our tax dollars
irks citizens and the way it happened is just
as disturbing. Dayton and the one-party rule
of Democrats in 2013 changed the law so the
governor can raise salaries for commissioners
without legislative approval. Those of us who
opposed the plan from the day it was introduced explained why it was a bad idea. We
passed legislation Thursday in the House that
puts power of approval for these raises back
where it belongs — in the Legislature.
As for legislative business, we recently had an
interesting hearing regarding aquatic invasive
species. Specifically, we addressed a bill that
would repeal a bad law that is set to take effect July 1. That new law requires people who
transport boats or other water-related equipment, such as docks or lifts, to complete an
online training course about AIS prevention,
pay a fee and display a sticker.

Letter to the Editor

Fridley Mayor Lund
complains about
ACR article, reader
finds it accurate
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Report from Senator Chamberlain

Feb. 26 — On Tuesday night, Rep. Runbeck and I held our
first town hall of 2015. It was well attended, and it’s clear
that residents are looking for relief from burdensome taxes
and regulation. Minnesota families have been working hard
for years only to see the government take more and more
from them; now is the time for government to give it back.
I previously wrote (Anoka County Government is simply attempting to do too much and then
Record, 1/30/15) asking whether do it poorly; in the end, this does far more harm than good.
or not Fridley City Council’s
action on the Resilient Cities Act If you were unable to make our town hall on Tuesday, you’ll
constituted a violation of Open have another opportunity to meet this weekend. We’ll be in
Lino Lakes for the second town hall of the year:
Meeting Laws in MN. After
that LTE was published I had an Saturday, February 28, 2015, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at Bonopportunity to speak with Mayor fire Wood Fire Cooking (pastries will be provided), 4365 Pheasant Ridge Drive NE
Lund. He had read my letter and in Blaine. I will also be hosting a townhall meeting in March in White Bear Lake
felt that your article was inaccurate with Representative Matt Dean. Here are the details for that meeting: Wednesday,
in that council had not given the go March 11, 2015, 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m., at Best Western White Bear Country Inn (reahead to pursue the grant. He also freshments will be provided), 4940 Highway 61 North in White Bear Lake.
informed me that City Manager, It was a hectic eighth week at the legislature, and committees are meeting frequently
Mr. Wysopal, had told him the to hear as many bills as possible in the limited amount of time available. Here are
City was not pursuing the grant. some of the major issues being discussed.
Just to make sure I contacted Mr. Education plan focuses on “Your School, Your Needs”
Wysopal on Monday to verify that
the City is not applying for the This week Senate Republicans introduced an innovative education funding bill that
grant and was again told they were would provide a burst of funding directly to our classrooms while relieving districts
of costly, burdensome state mandates that have long tied the hands of school boards,
not pursuing it.
principals, and teachers. Here are the details:
I contacted you regarding the
Equitable funding for every child
possible inaccuracy. You in
turn provided me with a CD The “Your School, Your Needs” funding bill would allocate, to each classroom, an
and reporter’s notes from the extra $175 per student for 2016 and $180 per student in 2017 – an increase of 3%. It
workshop meeting. It sure sounds is a fair, equitable funding method that treats every student in Minnesota exactly the
to me like Council approval same. For comparison, the governor proposed a 1% increase to the current education
was given. Typically when the “formula” that distributes money unevenly across the state.
words “go for it” are used it is an No strings attached
indication of approval. The article In the past, the legislature has forced schools to spend new money on very specific
was, in my opinion, accurate. The programs that may not align with students’ needs. Our plan comes with no strings
City deciding not to pursue the attached, giving schools flexibility to spend the money on innovative new ideas that
grant does not change the fact that boost student achievement. Locally elected school boards and parents will get to deCouncil approved it.
cide how their students will benefit from this funding. This plan also allows schools
I would again like to point out to opt-out of any future mandates that are forced upon schools for the next two years.

that the Fridley City Charter
prohibits Council taking action in
pre-meetings. Had this item gone
forward it would have resulted
in tax dollars being expended
without proper Council action.

This is in stark contrast to the proposals from Governor Dayton and the Democrats.
Their proposals come with burdensome mandates which force school districts to
increase levies and make costly cuts to classrooms. Furthermore, they would also
give a staggering 33 percent increase to the Minnesota Department of Education.

Resort owners testified that the decal program
already is cost them business. A fellow legislator questioned the practicality of requiring
Classroom innovation
online training courses when reports show 63
Another key feature of the proposal is the “lockbox” provision. It allows school dispercent of Greater Minnesota does not have
On the CD Mr. Wysopal does tricts to set aside money for specific projects so it cannot be touched during negotiaaccess to broadband Internet and other citizens talk about the “push back” from
tions or budget discussions. I hope our local school boards will take advantage of the
2x2,
2x4 &access
2x8atads
the week beginning 2/22/2015
have
no online
all. to run ONE TIME,
citizens that you talked about lockbox provision to innovate in the classroom.
in the article. I can certainly
Legislation to repeal that law before it goes
Local priorities
into effect passed a voice vote in the House
see citizens becoming upset
Mining and Outdoor Recreation Policy Comover wasting tax dollars — “Your School, Your Needs” is about trust and priorities. For years, the only answer
mittee without opposition.
an estimated $10,000.00 to to problems facing our education system has been funding increases. But as we
increase funding, we also cause harm to school districts with hundreds of mandates
$50,000.00.
My thought is the best way to combat the AIS
that tell them exactly what to do with the money. Our bill places faith in local school
issue is through continuing public education.
Thanks again for sharing your boards and parents to determine how best to spend education dollars.
You can levy all the fines you want and not
information with me.
The needs of students in are not necessarily the same as the needs of students in
achieve the results we want. How many times
Pam
Reynolds
Minneapolis, so why do we let bureaucrats in St. Paul make education decisions
have you seen a boat trailed down the road
Fridley
for everyone in Minnesota? “Your School, Your Needs” empowers our schools to
with weeds hanging off it? I’ve seen it enough
come up with bold, innovative ideas and deliver the best possible education to our
times to know fines are not the solution.
children, and I’m proud to support this plan.
Education and instilling a sense of responsibilWhite Bear Lake Water Level Legislation
ity are what can help us most, along with an
increased willingness for citizens to take ownI am continuing to work on legislation with other legislators and stakeholders to creership of our state’s natural resources. Besides,
ate a reasonable and fair solution for the abnormally low water level of White Bear
a percentage of the boat license fees we already
Lake.
pay is supposed to be used for AIS-prevention
Dyslexia Awareness Day at the Capitol
purposes.
Decoding Dyslexia Minnesota held a rally at the capitol on Wednesday to bring
Repealing this law before it takes effect would
greater awareness to the much needed appropriate reading instruction for dyslexic
allow us to start over and get it right. Let’s
students in public schools. Many students, parents, and legislators shared stories
hope that happens.
about how the current teaching system has frustrated and failed students with dyslexia.

Metro

Along with this rally, I had two hearings for dyslexia related bills in the Education
committee. SF 271 would allow parents to use a $3,000 tax credit to help pay for the
reading tutor services that dyslexic students need. SF 278 would require school districts to acknowledge the existence of dyslexia and update literacy plans for students
who are not reading proficiently by 3rd grade.
If you would like to learn more about either of these bills, or any other legislation I’m
carrying, you can visit my senate web site at www.senate.mn/senatorchamberlain.
You can also send me an email at sen.roger.chamberlain@senate.mn, find me on
Facebook at facebook.com/senator.roger.chamberlain, or on Twitter at twitter.com/
rcchamberlain1.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Always on the lookout for governmental waste, fraud, and abuse in Anoka County

GALLOWS POLL
Greetings, Watchdogs and welcome to another week of
conservative thought and fellowship.
We don’t often cite polls or make arguments based on
public opinion but polls do have their place in taking
the pulse of the citizenry on the issues of the day.
KSTP released a poll this week regarding some hot
topics, with some very interesting results:
5. Governor Dayton recently approved pay raises
ranging from $11,000 to $35,000 for more than two
dozen commissioners and other political appointees.
Do you approve or disapprove? Asked of 525 registered
voters. Margin of sampling error for this question = ±
4%
19% Approve, 70% Disapprove, 11% Not Sure
6. In 2013 the Minnesota Legislature gave the governor
authority to raise commissioner pay without legislative
approval. Do you think pay raises should require
approval by the legislature? Asked of 525 registered
voters. Margin of sampling error for this question = ±
3.8%
74% Yes, 18% No, 8% Not Sure
7. Governor Dayton proposes a sales tax on gasoline,
higher driver’s license registration fees. and a
higher general sales tax in the 7-county Minneapolis
metro area to raise $6 billion over 10 years for new
highways, bridges and mass transit. Do you approve
or disapprove? Asked of 525 registered voters. Margin
of sampling error for this question = ± 4.4%
43% Approve, 51% Disapprove, 6% Not Sure
8. House Republicans propose spending $750-million
on highways and bridges over four years by using some
of the state’s budget surplus and other existing funds
without raising taxes. Do you approve or disapprove?
Asked of 525 registered voters. Margin of sampling
error for this question = ± 3.8%
75% Approve, 17% Disapprove, 8% Not Sure
While governing by polls is always dangerous,
Republicans have certainly hit upon policy goals that
meet with 3/4ths approval, always a good sign.
Like he so often does, Dayton really stepped on his
crank with those fat pay raises for his political cronies.
More importantly, the public finds favor with the GOP
transportation proposal that focuses on prioritizing
existing dollars instead of coming back at the taxpayers
for more money.
By the way, how many pot holes could we fill with the
$900,000 in pay raises Dayton is handing out?

Dayton Tells Moms to Buy Pot on the Street: “So I
explained to [the governor] how my son and others
like him would benefit from safe and legal access
to medical marijuana. I told him in great detail our
story and our struggles. My optimism quickly turned
to dismay when, after hearing my son’s story, the
governor actually suggested I should just find medical
marijuana for my son off the street.”

Mark Dayton’s face plant on the pay raise issue
caused a bit of a debate in conservative circles this
week. Essentially, the debate centered on what people
considered to be Mark Dayton’s most epic fail.
Here are the Watchdog’s ten favorite Dayton Epic Fails
of his governorship (if we included the Senate days, it
would be a top 25):
E-Pull Tab Failure: According to numbers released
yesterday by the Minnesota Gambling Control Board,
e-pulltabs actually contributed $0 to the stadium cause
after expenses were accounted for. Gamers spent $15
million playing e-pulltabs, but $13 million of that was
gobbled up as prizes, with the remaining $2 million
covering various charity expenses and taxes.
- City Pages 9/13/13
Dayton Unaware of PSLs: “They are relatively minor
in the scheme of the entire project things, like the
personal seat licenses, that as far as I’m concerned
snuck in there. There were others who were negotiating
in more detail that were more aware of it.”
- MN Public Radio 8/9/13
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Check out the Anoka County Record. Check it out
for no other reason than to tick off the libs in Anoka
County, who obviously don’t like the Record.
The Watchdog has obtained an email from the Senate
District 31 DFL leadership that seeks to organize
liberal opposition to the publication:

- Jessica Hauser, medical marijuana mom, 3/26/14

From: aanerud4@comcast.net

Dayton Seeks to Release Violent Sex Offender: Two
psychologists who reviewed his case last year said he
was highly likely to re-offend, that he had a “homicidal
rage towards women,” and may actually have anywhere
from 60 to 200 victims. Duvall’s rap sheet goes back to
35 years, when he raped a 17-year-old girl he met at the
State Fair. His convictions include raping a 17 year-old
girl and beating her with a hammer.

Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015

Unaware of Farm Equipment Tax He Signed into Law:
Once the public notices the new tax on farmers, Dayton
first blames Legislative staff for a drafting error for its
inclusion. Then he blamed House and Senate Democrat
leaders, saying the provision was “snuck” into the bill
and that most legislators did not know about it. Finally
Dayton blamed an “imperfect process”, even though
the legislature had four months to write the tax bill and
he had three days before signing it to read it.
- Media Reports July-August 2013
MnSure Failure: In a detailed report to the Minnesota
state Legislature, auditors said the state’s health
insurance exchange, known as MNsure, was riddled
with mistakes and failures during its rollout. Some
of the key issues uncovered by the auditor included
keeping information from elected officials and the
public, promoting publicly enrollment goals known
internally to be inaccurate, and a general lack of
accountability.
- Heartland News Service 2/24/15
Despite Failure, MSure Bonuses Issued: As the state
rolled out its troubled health insurance exchange,
MNsure managers received bonus pay totaling $26,354
for work done in the three months leading up to the
Oct. 1 launch. Gov. Mark Dayton said Friday that he
first learned at least six months later of controversial
contract changes made by the state’s health exchange.
He said he also didn’t know about the serious technical
issues plaguing MNsure until after the exchange’s Oct.
1 launch.
- Media Reports January 2014
Massive Pay Increases for Highly Compensated
Political Appointees: With no more elections to worry
about, Gov. Dayton decided to hand out five-figure
raises to each of the 26 state commissioners and
agency heads last month. The pay increases total more
than $800,000 for a group of public servants who were
already all making more than $88,000 annually. The
sole exception was the Met Council Chair, who made
$58,000, but Dayton shifted that job to full-time and
increased the salary to $145,000.
- City Pages 2/6/1

EPIC FAIL

competitive cost.

Generous as Hell - With Other’s Money: Gov. Mark
Dayton acknowledged Wednesday that he was
embarrassed by the tax return he released Tuesday that
showed he had given only $1,000 to charity despite
total earnings of $343,234 last year, according to his
tax returns released this week
- Star Tribune 11/13/13
Dayton Taxes the Poor After He Said He Wouldn’t:
During the 2010 campaign, Dayton said he would
oppose increasing taxes on cigarettes, because such
a tax would be regressive. In 2013, he changed his
position and supported a whopping $1.60 per pack tax
increase on cigarettes.
- MinnPost 10/17/14
And this guy got re-elected.
HOW TO TICK OFF A LIBERAL
As you may have heard, the newspaper industry in
Anoka County has a new face looking to bust up the
Good Ol’ Boy network by providing quality news
and offering legal services publication for cities at

ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

Subject: SD31
The Anoka County Record is now the official
newspaper for the County of Anoka and the Cities of
Oak Grove and Ham Lake.
The Anoka Record is not a real local paper. They
do not have a group of reporters and will not give
coverage to events we may want covered.
The Record did register as a newspaper in September
of 2011 and it needs to be a registered newspaper
for one year before it can ask to become an official
newspaper and print legal notices. It has done all
this. But recognition by the Secretary of State is really
only registration. The Secretary of State does not do
quality checks on the newspapers. That is the job of
the governmental units who might give them their
business. I could see a situation where someone sues
the city for lack of notice and sites a newspaper that
is not in general circulation as a cause.
A newspaper to register must list the name and legal
address and phone number. The (from the registration
instructions) “office of issue is the principle
office maintained by the publisher or managing
officer during the newspapers regular business
hours to gather news and sell advertisements and
subscription...”
On the registration for the Anoka Record the official
office is 7956 Main Street in Fridley. That happens to
be the office for Micro Control Company owned by
Mr. Harold Hamilton the author of the Anoka County
Watchdog; a web site that has a very specific political
agenda.
The Anoka County Watchdog lists their Administrative
and Technical contact as one John Kysylycsyn, who
just happens to be the editor of the Anoka Record.
Tax dollars, from those communities who have
declared the Record as their official newspaper, are
being spent in support, not of a newspaper, but of a
political persuasion.
John Kysylycsyn is also the administrative and
technical contact for the web site of County
Commissioner Rhonda Sivarajah.
The committee who is working on this issue are
asking for people to contact their commissioners
and complain. Rhonda Sivarajah - District 6
Commissioner Lindwood and Columbus 763-3235746. Julie Braastad - District 2 Commissioner Ham
Lake, East Bethel, Bethel and the part of Andover
in SD31 763-323-5110. Matt Look - District 1
Commissioner Saint Francis, Oak Grove and Nowthen
763-323-5700. And if you are willing to write a letter
to the editor contact Dee Ann Christianson.
So tick off the libs and patronize the Record. Support
the First Amendment and read the Record. If you live
in Ham Lake or Oak Grove, call your city council and
thank them. If you live in another city, call and ask why
the Record isn’t the official newspaper of the city.
The Anoka County Watchdog is a place where concerned
taxpayers can find fact-supported information and
other resources about governmental waste and abuse
in Anoka County. My intent is to provide you, the
taxpayer, with the information you need to hold your
local politicians accountable.
Visit my website and sign up for free weekly e-mail
updates at www.AnokaCountyWatchdog.com or contact
me personally at harold@anokacountywatchdog.com.
Sincerely,
Harold E. Hamilton, owner.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

FEBRUARY 27, 2015

ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

PAGE 4

MN Legislative Bill Tracking: Anoka County
New for 2015, Anoka County Record will be providing
readers with the list of all current legislation authored or
co-authored by legislators that represent all or a portion
of Anoka County.

FEBRUARY 27, 2015

It is our hope that readers will take the opportunity to
contact legislators and provide input on these issues
being advanced by our county legislative delegation.
This is Part 5 of our series, which will be continued
in subsequent editions of the Record.

Senators may be contacted at www.senate.mn or by
calling (651) 296-0504. Representatives may be contacted at www.house.mn or by calling (651) 296-2146.

Representative Linda Runbeck

HF0346 Hoppe

Regional poison information center grant funding provided, and
money appropriated.

Bill
Chief
Number Author

HF0350 Uglem

Education; formula allowance increased.

HF0372 Nash

Notice of possession of firearms at the Capitol complex
requirement amended.

HF0374 Sanders

Clarifying, conforming, and technical changes made to lawful
gambling games, prizes, and other provisions regulating conduct
of lawful gambling modified; director of State Lottery prohibited
from offering casino-style games, sale of tickets of the State
Lottery through a website or self-service devices suspended.

HF0004 Kelly

Short Description
Transportation Department required to implement efficiences;
highway, road, and bridge funding provided for construction,
maintenance, and rehabilitation; and money appropriated.

HF0008 Kresha

Child protection provisions updated.

HF0009 Scott

Legislative Commission on Metropolitan Government duties
added, Metropolitan Council provided to budget on a state fiscal
year starting July, and legislative approval of council's budgets
required.

HF0050 Drazkowski

Aquatic invasive species prevention program requirements
repealed.

HF0075 Runbeck

Metropolitan Council guidelines and plans made advisory.

HF0148 Dettmer

Federal exclusion amount conformed.

HF0158 Yarusso

Ramsey County; county highway construction through former
Twin Cities Army Ammunition Plant (TCAAP) funding provided,
bonds issued, and money appropriated.

HF0159 Yarusso

Ramsey County; county highway construction through former
Twin Cities Army Ammunition Plant (TCAAP) funding provided,
and money appropriated.

HF0183 Hansen

Metropolitan city inflow and infiltration grant funding provided,
bonds issued, and money appropriated.

HF0191 Kresha

Child maltreatment reports screening modified.

HF0195 Runbeck

Metropolitan Council prohibited from indebtedness secured by
pledge of motor vehicle sales tax revenue.

HF0298 Runbeck

Lino Lakes, Circle Pines, and Centerville; Centennial Volunteer
Firefighters Relief Association continued retirement coverage
provided upon withdrawal of one city from the Centennial Fire
Department joint powers agreement.

HF0310 Pugh

Light rail transit facility construction approval by city, county, and
town required.

HF0332 Runbeck

Childhood literacy provisions modified.

HF0359 Runbeck

Reading tax credit modified.

HF0386 Runbeck

Number of members of the legislature reduced, and the division
of a senate district in formation of a congressional district
prevented.

HF0387 Barrett

State resource usage for mileage-based user fee prohibited.

HF0388 Barrett

State grantees required to use federal E-Verify program.

Representative Tim Sanders
Bill
Chief
Number Author
HF0001 Kresha

Short Description
Job creation; efficiency goals modified, research credit rate
provisions modified, Minnesota New Markets Jobs Act adopted,
business growth capital provided, workforce housing provisions
modified and grant provided, taxable income additions provided,
land trust provisions modified, new STEM and long-term care
employee credit provided, general fund deposits modified,
statutory appropriation eliminated, small business grant program
created, penalties imposed, and money appropriated.

HF0096 Albright

Estate tax conformed to federal exclusion amount.

HF0157 Uglem

Coon Rapids; U.S. Highway 10 funding provided for additional
lane, bonds issued, and money appropriated.

HF0158 Yarusso

Ramsey County; county highway construction through former
Twin Cities Army Ammunition Plant (TCAAP) funding provided,
bonds issued, and money appropriated.

HF0159 Yarusso

Ramsey County; county highway construction through former
Twin Cities Army Ammunition Plant (TCAAP) funding provided,
and money appropriated.

HF0177 Sanders

Self-service storage insurance agents regulated.

HF0180 Sanders

Manufactured home space requirements modified.

HF0207 Miller

Montevideo veterans home funding provided, bonds issued, and
money appropriated.

HF0236 Zerwas

Eligible patients permitted the use of investigational drugs,
biological products, or devices.

HF0239 Anderson, P.

Uniform Probate Code amended, and exception provided for
conservators to post bond for the assets of a protected person.

HF0275 O'Driscoll

Voter registration crimes prosecution procedures modified,
and penalties for public employees who willfully commit voter
registration crimes specified.

HF0293 Sanders

Minnesota golf license plates contribution collection by
commissioner of public safety start date modified.

HF0294 Loonan

Health plan contracts and stop loss coverage regulated.

HF0310 Pugh

Light rail transit facility construction approval by city, county, and
town required.

HF0329 Dettmer

State employees assaulted by inmates or patients provided
continued insurance contributions.

HF0337 Sanders

Campaign finance and public disclosure board provisions
modified; enforcement, registration, fees, data, contributions,
statements of economic interest, and other provisions
administered by the board modified; penalties provided; and
technical changes made.

Representative Peggy Scott
Bill
Chief
Number Author

Short Description

HF0002 Loon

Teacher licensure and employment conditions clarified;
alternative teacher licensure amended; teacher licensure
reciprocity with adjoining states provided; license via portfolio,
exemption for technical education instructors, teachers'
unrequested leaves of absence and teaching assignments
decisions, and teacher examination requirements clarified; and
placing students with ineffective teachers prohibited.

HF0005 Mack

Commerce commissioner required to seek federal approval
to allow the purchase of qualified health plans and the receipt
of premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions outside of
MNsure, managerial employee compensation provided, and
exemptions removed.

HF0009 Scott

Legislative Commission on Metropolitan Government duties added,
Metropolitan Council provided to budget on a state fiscal year
starting July, and legislative approval of council's budgets required.

HF0010 Wills

Veterans jobs tax credit provided.

HF0011

Zip Rail line expenditures and planning prohibited.

Garofalo

HF0075 Runbeck

Metropolitan Council guidelines and plans made advisory.

HF0095 Scott

Hydropower sources that may satisfy renewable energy
standard size limitation eliminated.

HF0096 Albright

Estate tax conformed to federal exclusion amount.

HF0099 Scott

Student surveys and similar instruments notice requirements
established.

HF0154 Scott

Automated license plate readers related data classified, log of
use required, and destruction of data required.

HF0155 Scott

Automated license plate readers related data classified, log of
use required, and destruction of data required.

HF0157 Uglem

Coon Rapids; U.S. Highway 10 funding provided for additional
lane, bonds issued, and money appropriated.

HF0195 Runbeck

Metropolitan Council prohibited from indebtedness secured by
pledge of motor vehicle sales tax revenue.

HF0200 Hilstrom

Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act enacted.

HF0260 Lesch

Uniform Deployed Parents Custody and Visitation Act
established and modified.

HF0262 Smith

Plat approval by government modified, new certificate by
examiner's directive authorized after cancellation of contract
for deed, and new certificate of possessory interest by directive
authorized after cancellation of contract for deed.

HF0302 Fabian

Muzzleloader scopes allowed.

HF0305 Fabian

Minnesota Personal Protection Act amended to recognize the
North Dakota permit to carry a pistol as being valid in Minnesota.

HF0307 Fabian

Proof of insurance in electronic format provided.

HF0310 Pugh

Light rail transit facility construction approval by city, county, and
town required.

HF0327 Scott

Right of citizens to be secure from unreasonable searches and
seizures provided to include protection against unreasonable
searches and seizures of electronic communications and data,
and constitutional amendment proposed.

HF0387 Barrett

State resource usage for mileage-based user fee prohibited.

HF0389 Barrett

State resource usage for mileage-based user fee prohibited.

Representative Abigail Whelan
Bill
Chief
Number Author

Short Description

HF0102 Garofalo

Public school bullying provisions modified.

HF0115

Intoxicating liquor off-sale permitted on Sunday.

Drazkowski

HF0130 Drazkowski

Sunday intoxicating liquor off-sale authorization permitted by
municipalities.

HF0157 Uglem

Coon Rapids; U.S. Highway 10 funding provided for additional
lane, bonds issued, and money appropriated.

HF0164 Knoblach

Disaster assistance deficiency funding provided, local match
funding provided to repair local roads and bridges, water and
soil disaster area protection resources funding provided, and
money appropriated.

HF0223 Howe

Zero-based budgeting provided.

HF0231 Loon

Off-sale intoxicating liquor sales permitted of Sundays.

HF0372 Nash

Notice of possession of firearms at the Capitol complex
requirement amended.

To be continued in our next edition
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Publisher’s Column: UNION-HERALD ATTACKS COUNTY BOARD

POSTAL SERVICE DESPERATE

What is unfortunate is that this new effort by the Union-Herald and
SD31-DFL replaces common sense with highly charged partisan
politics. Common sense is what will maintain price competition
and prevent any one newspaper from having a monopoly in the
county. Highly charged partisan politics will simply fatten the
Union-Herald’s bottom line, lead to greater promotion of DFL
viewpoints, all at a substantial increase in cost to taxpayers.

While the commission capped annual revenue
from the USPS’ new delivery service at $10
million, for now, free-market advocates are
concerned about the incursion on the private
marketplace by a competitor that already
holds a government-granted monopoly on
mail delivery.

cont. from page 1

If you believe that cost should drive the publication of public notices,
not highly charged partisan politics from any political party, I
would encourage you to contact your county commissioners, city
council members, and school board members and tell them so. If
your voice is not heard, then those that wish to financially take
advantage of you will win.
Now published every Friday! Deadline: Wednesdays Noon
Publish your Assumed Name in the Anoka County Record

$40 flat fee for the two required publications — lowest price in Anoka County

Rochester wooed by ‘free’ broadband report
cont. from page 1

As the role reversal played out, worries over conflicts of interest
came to the fore.
“I think you would have to appreciate why I would be skeptical
that a global company, who makes their business, bread and butter,
selling telecommunications equipment and services, would offer to
do a free study for me,” said City Council President Randy Staver.
“I can pretty much predict what the outcome of that study will be.”
The Internet industry company partners with about 30 government
entities on broadband services, all operating in the black, according
to Brayen. The audience received assurances, however, that
Alcatel-Lucent would walk away, no strings attached — unless
the prosperous city, home to the Mayo Clinic, decides to proceed.
“Sure, we have a network motive down the road that we want
to be your equipment provider and your business partner. Yes,
absolutely,” Brayen told city officials. “But you have a process to
follow, and it’s got to be above-board, and it’s got to be beyond
reproach. And so, we think it’s worth your time and energy to
invest in this education process.”
City Councilor Michael Wojcik says many families cannot afford
$60 a month for the high-speed Internet their kids need for school
work.
“We, like a lot of communities, struggle with an uncompetitive
marketplace in broadband; nothing particularly unusual
about that,” Wojcik said in an interview. “As a result, we pay
substantially higher prices for relatively mediocre service in our
broadband industry. Certainly, it’s a competitive disadvantage for
our business.”
Wojcik wants broadband service as a utility, along with electricity
and water. Yet Rochester Public Utilities officials pushed back
against the idea of categorizing Internet access as an essential
service.
“RPU as an organization has been focused on what we consider
as very critical infrastructure in this community, and that’s
electricity and water,” said Jerry Williams, RPU board president.
“… To assume that RPU is just going to automatically pick up
something else, I think would be a great hazard, and I would be
very concerned about that.”
One council member went online to search for broadband providers
in Rochester.
“I was just doing a little searching,” said City Councilor Ed
Hruska. “We have 19 local broadband providers and, of those, we
have two cable providers, six DSL providers, four fiber providers,
three fixed wireless providers and four mobile providers.”
The plethora of private providers underscored the question of
government’s role in broadband services.
“I have some philosophical concerns whether local government
is positioned to respond nimbly enough in an area as high-tech as
communications, I’m not sure local government is positioned well to
compete in that market,” Staver said in an interview. “Second, I’m
not sure local government should compete against private enterprise.
That’s a slippery slope, as well.”
Alcatel-Lucent got the go-ahead to complete the broadband business
plan over the next two to three months. But the exercise still leaves
open to question the worth of a “free” study. After all, council
members agreed any findings would need to be vetted by another
study, commissioned and paid for by taxpayers.
“We need to do our due diligence, and we’ll hire somebody on our
dime to independently verify the numbers, so that we go into this with
our eyes wide open,” said Wojcik.
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“We think this is a huge overreach on the
part of the USPS,” David Williams, president
of the Taxpayers Protection Alliance, told
Watchdog.org. “We already have companies
that are doing this (grocery delivery). The
Postal Service should deliver the mail, to get
back to its core business, not this mission
creep.”

13, 2014,” than was required to conduct
Sunday delivery operations, the report states.
Improving efficiency could reduce operating
costs annually by $356,736 in the hubs
inspected, the report found.
Postal Service employees have complained
about the increased demands.

“We are in favor of the Amazon delivery
business and Sunday parcel delivery — it’s
fabulous and we want it to continue,” Jo Ann
Pyle, president of Branch 79 of the National
Association of Letter Carriers in Seattle, told
Geekwire in December. “But we have not
staffed up properly. We have some employees
working seven, 14, or 21 days in a row, and
In its approval order, the Postal Regulatory sometimes 12 hours a day. Even though we
Commission said the “record contains no want the business, that’s an unacceptable way
indication” that USPS’ involvement in grocery to treat employees.”
delivery would disrupt the market, but the
The USPS has had struggles with other test
results are not final.
ventures, too, such as Metro Post service. The
“The Postal Service began its Customized idea was to allow retailers to take orders and
Delivery Test Market Test on November 1, have them delivered the same day. That test
2014. At the present time, the Commission market in New York and San Francisco seems
has not evidence of an adverse competitive to have failed miserably. In the initial test,
impact,” Gail Adams, spokeswoman for the USPS earned $760, while incurring costs of
commission said in an email in response to $10,288. In all, the Postal Service delivered 95
Watchdog.org’s question.
packages in five months before the program
was suspended.
It’s not clear whether the USPS is on track to
hit its revenue projections, Adams said. But Critics like Williams, of the Taxpayers
the information is expected to be included in Protection Alliance, say the Postal Service’s
the agency’s latest quarterly report,
expanded services are
due out soon.
making it lose sight of its
core mission — delivering
Several USPS programs are federally
first-class mail to anyone
prohibited from engaging in an
in the United States at
“unfair or otherwise inappropriate
a flat low rate. But that
competitive advantage for the Postal
service has helped lead to
Service,” particularly in going up
annual multi-billion dollar
against small businesses.
deficits.
Peapod, which launched its grocery
While it is true the
delivery business in 1989, appears
USPS
has
operated
to be taking the Postal Service SHE LIKES IT: U.S. Senator
independently since 1971
Elizabeth Warren, D-Massachusetts.,
competition in stride.
federal taxpayer money,
is among those supporting a checkCongress does give the
“We’ve always known the potential for cashing plan at the USPS.
Postal Service $100
this model of online grocery shopping,”
million a year to compensate the agency for
Carrie Bienkowski, chief marketing officer
providing certain services for the government.
for the Skokie, Illinois-based company, wrote
in a statement to Watchdog. “Competition is And in 2009, the Postal Service began
not unexpected, and there is plenty of space in borrowing from the U.S. Treasury to deal with
this category for multiple providers.”
its debt problems, including billions of dollars
in pension and health care benefits.
Online grocery accounts for about 3 percent
of the total food-grocery market, which Now, the USPS is entertaining the idea of
stands at about $600 billion, according to providing banking services, including payday
Bienkowski. She said Peapod is first and loans.
foremost a food company. That mission focus
U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., has
will make a difference, she said, as more
pushed the idea that the Postal Service get
competitors jump into the market.
into check-cashing business, an idea opposed
“… (T)here is an art to getting grocery by many in the banking industry.
right, especially in an online environment,”
Mark Dimondstein, president of the American
Bienkowski said. “Maintaining a proper
Postal Workers Union, says he wants the
cool-storage chain, optimization of routes,
Postal Service to bring back postal banking,
enabling choice of delivery — weekday,
a service USPS provided up until the 1960s.
weekends, mornings, etc. — is quite complex
and demanding. We’ve had 25 years to perfect “Basic postal banking is done in many
countries around the world, and in many of
our model.”
those countries it’s a revenue-driver for the
The Postal Service has had a bumpy start to
post office,” Dimondstein told the Huffington
another partnership venture with Amazon:
Post. “We think it’s a win-win-win situation.
Sunday parcel delivery service.
It’s great for the public. It’s great for the post
A report by the U.S Postal Service Inspector office. And it’s great for postal workers.”
General late last year found problems during
All of these expanded services by the
Sunday deliveries with “scanning, sorting,
government-backed Postal Service are a losevehicle loading” and more at 40 of 134 hubs
lose proposition for private enterprise and
inspected in four districts. The OIG said the
taxpayers, Williams said.
primary problem was management did not
always enforce policies and procedures and “They need to get back to doing what they
did, which is delivering the darn mail,” the
supervision was “inconsistent.”
taxpayer advocate said.
“As a result the Postal Service spent 17,446
more hours from June 15 through July
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DAKOTA COUNTY
CONSORTIUM
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING DATES
Notice is hereby given
that the Dakota County
Consortium made up of
Anoka, Dakota, Suburban
Ramsey, and Washington
Counties, and the City
of Woodbury, will hold a
Public Hearing on March
12, 2015 from 5:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m. at the Roseville
City
Hall,
Hawthorne
Room, 2660 Civic Center
Drive, Roseville, MN. The
purpose of this public
hearing is to afford an
opportunity for the public to
comment on the housing,
community, and economic
development
needs
of the Dakota County
Consortium and to assist
with the development of
the FY 2015 Action Plan
of the Dakota County
Consortium.
Persons who wish to
testify at the Dakota
County Consortium public
hearing are requested to
contact Kate Thunstrom at
Anoka County Community
Development, 2100 Third
Avenue, STE 700, Anoka,
Minnesota 55303-5024.
Telephone: 763-323-5714;
TDD/TTY: 763-323-5289;
Fax: 763-323-5682, prior
to 4:30 p.m. on March 11,
2015.
Notice is hereby given that
the Anoka County Housing and Redevelopment
Authority (ACHRA) will
hold a Public Hearing on
March 24, 2015 at 10:30
A.M. at the Anoka County
Government Center, 2100
Third Avenue, 7th Floor,
Anoka, MN. The purpose
of this public hearing is to
afford an opportunity for
the public to comment on
the housing, community,
and economic development needs and to assist
with the development of
the Fiscal Year 2015 Annual Action Plan of Anoka
County.
Persons who wish to testify
at the ACHRA public
hearing are requested to
contact Kate Thunstrom at
Anoka County Community
Development, 2100 Third
Avenue, STE 700, Anoka,
Minnesota
55303-5024.
Telephone: 763-323-5714;
TDD/TTY: 763-323-5289;
Fax: 763-323-5682, prior
to 4:30 p.m. on March 23,
2015.
/s/ Christine Carney
Assistant County Attorney
/s/ Karen Skepper
ACHRA Executive Director
(Published Feb. 27, 2015
Anoka County Record) #148

ANOKA COUNTY
SUMMARY OF BIDS

Bid #2015-05

ANOKA COUNTY RECORD
ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS
OAK GROVE
2015 STREET
IMPROVEMENTS
CITY OF OAK GROVE
ANOKA COUNTY,
MINNESOTA

The City of Oak Grove
will receive sealed bids at
the City Hall, located at
19900 Nightingale Street
NW, Oak Grove, Minnesota 55011-9204 for the
construction of Oak Grove
2015 Street Improvements
until Monday March 23rd
at 2:00 p.m. All bids will be
publicly opened and read
aloud at that time.
The work for which bids
are asked includes the
following: 400 SY of
Mill Bituminous Surface,
290 SY of Bituminous
Pavement Removal, 2,800
gal of Bituminous Material
for Tack Coat, 4,600 TN
of Bituminous Surface,
45,000 LF of Pavement
Striping, and other ancillary
items of work.
Copies of the BIDDING
DOCUMENTS are available at www.questcdn.
com. You may download
the digital plan documents
for $25.00 by inputting
Quest eBidDoc #3737508
on the website’s Project
Search page. Please contact QuestCDN.com at
952-233-1632 or info@
questcdn.com for assistance in free membership
registration,
downloading, and working with the
digital project information.
No proposal will be accepted unless accompanied by a certified check or
bid bond equal to at least
5% of the amount bid, payable to the OWNER as a
guarantee that, if the bid
is accepted, the bidder will
execute and file the proper
contract and bond within
15 days after the award
of the contract. The certified check or bid bond will
be returned to the bidder
as soon as the contract is
signed, and if after 15 days
the bidder shall fail to do
so, the certified check or
bid bond shall be forfeited
to the OWNER as liquidated damages.
No bidder may withdraw
his bid within 60 days
after the actual date of the
opening thereof.
OWNER reserves the right
to waive any informalities
or to reject any or all bids.
Published by the authority
of the City of Oak Grove.
CONSULTING ENGINEER:

MSA Professional
Services, Inc.
60 Plato Blvd East, Suite
140
St. Paul, MN 55107-1835
Charles D. Schwartz, P.E.
(612) 548-3141
Project #10154026

NOTICE OF SALE INTENT TO SELL FOR
UNPAID STORAGE
FEES

Notice is hereby given
that on March 18, 2015 at
10:00AM at Miller Mobile
Marine LLC, 6995 - 20th
Avenue South, city of Centerville, county of Anoka,
state of Minnesota, the
undersigned Miller Mobile
Marine LLC will sell at Public Sale by competitive bidding the personal property
heretofore stored:
18’ Spartan white roller
trailer, year unknown
DNR, DMV to title
28’ Candilever pontoon
trailer, year unknown,
DMV,DNR to title
2000 PDT snowmobile trailer,
vin#4zras1013yd000053
18’ Mirage Jaguar race boat, vin#
nbumvp23e101 color
orange, 2.5 high output
mercury motor
2003 Misty Harbor
Pontoon boat, 20’,Hull
id# ke1077771203, and
motor, blue and white
Vickie Miller
(651) 315-2575
Miller Mobile Marine LLC
(Published Feb. 13, 20,
& 27, 2015
Anoka County Record) #149

(Published Feb. 20 & 27, 2015,
Anoka County Record) #148
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(Published Feb. 20 & 27, 2015
Anoka County Record) #154

OFFICE OF THE
MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES,
CHAPTER 333
The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a
user with exclusive rights
to that name. The filing
is required for consumer
protection in order to
enable consumers to be
able to identify the true
owner of a business.
1. List the exact assumed
name under which the
business is or will be
conducted:
Laurel Bay Salon
2. Principal Place of
Business:
520 Osborne Road NE,
Fridley, MN 55432
3. List the name and
complete street address
of all persons conducting
business under the above
Assumed Name, OR if an
entity, provide the legal
corporate, LLC, or Limited
Partnership name and
registered office address:
Benedictine Living
Center of Fridley, LLC
1995 E Rum River Dr S
Cambridge, MN 55008
4. I, the undersigned,
certify that I am signing
this document as the
person whose signature is
required, or as agent of the
person(s) whose signature
would be required who
has authorized me to
sign this document on
his/her behalf, or in both
capacities. I further certify
that I have completed all
required fields, and that
the information in this
document is true and
correct and in compliance
with the applicable chapter
of Minnesota Statutes. I
understand that by signing
this document I am subject
to the penalties of perjury
as set forth in Section
609.48 as if I had signed
this document under oath.
FILED: Jan. 9, 2015,
# 805064000021,
/s/ Janel Paulson

OFFICE OF THE
MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME
MINNESOTA STATUTES,
CHAPTER 333
The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a
user with exclusive rights
to that name. The filing
is required for consumer
protection in order to
enable consumers to be
able to identify the true
owner of a business.
1. List the exact assumed
name under which the
business is or will be
conducted:
Sweetbay Ridge Glass
Works
2. Principal Place of
Business:
16168 Uranimite St.
NW, Ramsey, MN 55303
3. List the name and
complete street address
of all persons conducting
business under the above
Assumed Name, OR if an
entity, provide the legal
corporate, LLC, or Limited
Partnership name and
registered office address:
Linda LaFrenier
16168 Uranimite St.
NW, Ramsey, MN 55303
4. I, the undersigned,
certify that I am signing
this document as the
person whose signature is
required, or as agent of the
person(s) whose signature
Feb. 27 & March 6,
would be required who (Published
2015 Anoka County Record)
has authorized me to
#157
sign this document on

2x8 ads
to runof Bid/RFP:
ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/22/2015
Description
Bids Invited for County
(Published Feb. 27, 2015
Project C.P. 15-10-00 Anoka County Record) #123
Clearing and Grubbing
Bid Opening: March 17,
2015.
For more information reANOKA COUNTY
garding the above pubSUMMARY OF BIDS
lished bids/RFPs, please
visit the Anoka County Bid #2015-04
Web Site at: www.Anoka- Description of Bid/RFP:
County.us/bids.
Bids Invited For Anoka
(Published Feb. 20, 27,
County Project Anoka
March 6, 2015,
County Project No. S.A.P.
Anoka County Record) #153
002-622-034 CSAH 22
(Viking Blvd.) from FlaANOKA COUNTY
mingo St. to 1365’ East of
SUMMARY OF BIDS
University Ave., Concrete
Bid #2015-06
Overlay/Concrete Construction Project, City of
Description of Bid/RFP:
Oak Grove, City of East
Advertisement for Bids
Bethel Anoka County
for Medical Examiner
Minnesota
Transport Services
Bid
Opening: March 17,
Bid Opening: March 16,
2015.
2015.
For more information reFor more information re- garding the above pubgarding the above pub- lished bids/RFPs, please
lished bids/RFPs, please visit the Anoka County
visit the Anoka County Web Site at: www.AnokaWeb Site at: www.Anoka- County.us/bids.
County.us/bids.

his/her behalf, or in both
capacities. I further certify
that I have completed all
required fields, and that
the information in this
document is true and
correct and in compliance
with the applicable chapter
of Minnesota Statutes. I
understand that by signing
this document I am subject
to the penalties of perjury
as set forth in Section
609.48 as if I had signed
this document under oath.
FILED: Feb. 4, 2015,
# 808660300039,
/s/ Linda LaFrenier
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HAM LAKE, BLAINE AND NORTH METRO
CABLE COMMISSION CITIES TAKE
CENTURY LINK FRANCHISE APPLICATION
by Bryan Olson — Special to the Anoka County Record

The North Metro Telecommunications Commission (NMTC) accepted
a cable franchise application and a fee of $10,000 from Century Link
at its Feb. 18 meeting at Spring Lake Park’s city hall.
The commission serves the joint powers interests of the cities of Ham
Lake, Blaine, Spring Lake Park, Lexington, Lino Lakes, Circle Pines
and Centerville. Each member city has a city council member serving
on the cable commission.
QWest Broadband Services, Inc., doing business as Century Link has
applied in a number of cities recently for a cable franchise. What was
once the domain of only one business, Comcast, Century Link is offering similar services in an effort to compete against the larger company.
The NMTC granted an extension of Comcast’s franchise to the end of
2020, at its December 17, 2014 meeting. Also granted was a conditional
transfer of the franchise to a Comcast spin-off company, to be called
GreatLand Connections.
The NMTC can grant another franchise, as Comcast’s agreement is
non-exclusive. Century Link made a brief presentation at the Feb. 18
meeting, which can be viewed on the internet (http://173.165.231.193/
Cablecast/Public/Show.aspx?ChannelID=1&ShowID=19236).
Century Link’s television product is called Prism, and is sent via the
newer fiber lines that the company has been installing in the metro.
While Comcast has enjoyed a full build-out for many years, Century
Link’s written communications to the NMTC have said the company
will be able to service 30% of the households in NMTC’s seven cities
when it begins operations. A full-build out will depend on initial success, said the company. Prism is currently being offered in a number
of markets, the closest to the Twin Cities being LaCrosse, Wis. Other
markets include the Omaha area, Denver, Las Vegas and others.
The Feb. 18 meeting also served as a public hearing on the matter,
with only one resident of the NMTC area in attendance. Robert
Benson of Blaine said it was unfair that Century Link be given a
franchise without having to service 100% of the franchise area like
Comcast does. The cable commission said it would take written
comments from the public until Feb. 27. Commission chair Dick
Swanson of Blaine said any decision would be “at least a month off”
and “this will be a new adventure for us all.”
Century Link’s letter to the commission found in the Feb. 18 meeting packet said it would offer the same public access, educational and
government channels now being offered by Comcast, and they could
be in high-definition. In Comcast’s renewal agreement last December,
the company agreed to convert one of the six PEG channels to highdefinition and grandfather the 81 subscribers in the seven-city area
who had been receiving those PEG channels free upon request. The
new agreement releases the company from having to provide that free
service to any new requesters.
Franchise fees collected in 2014
The seven cities in the NMTC will be receiving their annual share
of dollars collected from Comcast in lieu of the company’s use of the
public rights of way. In 2014, Blaine collected $585,645 in franchise
fees, Centerville $37,140; Circle Pines $54,304; Ham Lake $152,919;
Lexington $19,361; Lino Lakes $182,147 and Spring Lake Park
$65,641, for a total of $1,097,159. $777,160 of that figure goes toward
the $1.8 million 2015 budget to operate the North Metro 15 television
facility. The remaining $320,000 cash will be split among the cities
in this fashion: Blaine $170,810; Centerville $10,832; Circle Pines
$15,838; Ham2x2,
Lake 2x4
$44,600;
Lexington
Lino
LakesTIME,
$53,125,the
& 2x8
ads$5,646;
to run
ONE
and Spring Lake Park $19,144.

Metro

(Published Feb. 20, 27,
March 6, 2015,
Anoka County Record) #153
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