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Fridley staff 
investigation points 
fingers at renters’ 
naughty recycling 
habits

FRIDLEY RECYCLING REPORT continued on page 2

Col Hts School District fumbles ball
on candidate filing procedures
by Bryan Olson — Special to the Anoka County Record

The Record reported last week that the ISD #13 administration accepted the filing of a 
candidate after the deadline had passed. We also reported that filing clerk Adam Nelson 
would not answer our questions about the matter, on orders from the school district’s 
Communications Director, Casey Mahon.

In the meantime, the Record interviewed the candidate, Cahen Barret, for his account. He 
said he arrived at the school district office about 15 to 20 minutes before the deadline of 
5:00 p.m. on Sept. 22. He was told he would have to get his candidacy affidavit notarized 
as there was no one at the school district office available to do it.  Barret told the Record 
that school office staff told him it was “okay” to do this because he had arrived before the 
deadline, and that “it was okay with Anoka County” that the notarized 
paperwork be turned in later, which Barret did the next day.

The Record asked Ryan Furlong, Communications Director for the 
Minnesota Secretary of State’s office to comment, which he did by 
e-mail: “An affidavit of candidacy has to be submitted before the end 
of the filing period. In this situation that meant Tuesday, September 
22, 2015 at 5 p.m. If there is a question about a current election, under 
MS 204B.44, the district court would decide the validity of an affidavit.”

The first two candidates to file, Jennifer Laine and Tenecia M. Kirk, had their papers 
notarized by Dawn Hoium, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent.Laine and Kirk 
filed on Sept. 8, the day the two-week candidate filing period opened.

Tim Utz was the third candidate to file, on Sept. 9. Utz also reported to the Record that he 
too was told to get his filing papers notarized on his own and return them to the school 
district offices. 

On Sept. 22, the Record received an e-mail from a school official that mentioned Hoium 
was on medical leave.

Beginning with Utz’s filing, all candidates’ paperwork were stamped by different notaries. 
The accounts of Utz and Barret suggest that the school district had no one to notarize 
filings at its offices, in the absence of Hoium.

Because of this, Barret’s late filing due to negligence on the part of the school district could 
result in Barret’s disqualification if it were challenged in district court. As we reported in 
last week’s edition, school officials have been mum on this issue.

The Record also found the embarrassment could have been avoided altogether. Notarizing 
the candidates’ affidavits is not required.

On the signature line for the Notary Public on the bottom of the sheet (see graphic below), 
it says “or other officer empowered to take and certify acknowledgement.”

Filing clerk Nelson could have accepted any of the candidates’ paperwork without being a 
Notary Public. The school superintendent, the Human Resources director, the Finance and 
Operations Director, and many other school officials could have performed the affirmation.

A total of eight candidates filed for the ISD #13 vacant school board seat, however Omar 
Adow of Columbia Heights withdrew his name from the ballot. Besides the aforementioned 
candidates, Natalie “Naty” Severson, Scott Bardell and Hala Asamarai also filed. All are 
residents of Columbia Heights, except Bardell, a past school board member, lives in Fridley.

The special elections, needed due to the resignation of Lori Meyer in July, will be held 
Dec. 1 for the primary and Jan. 26 for the general special election.

Update on the editing of meeting videos
In our Sept. 25 issue, we questioned the editing of school board meetings for television.
All testimony given at the Sept. 15 and 22 meetings was removed for later cablecast and 
distribution on the internet. Communications Director Casey Mahon was queried as to 
whether the school district can transmit a meeting live. He said he had been told that 
the district did not have such capability. The school district’s director of Technology and 
Security Services, Bryan Hennekens informed the Record by e-mail that the school board 
“made the decision not to record and broadcast public comments at board meetings. This 
practice has been in place for more than ten years...” 

PREVIOUS 
COVERAGE

Oct. 2, 2015

by Bryan Olson — Special to the Anoka County Record

Fridley’s Environmental Quality and Energy Commission 
(EQEC) was given a presentation by city staff at its Sept. 8 
meeting. The topic was the recycling habits of apartment 
dwellers. A study over the summer, conducted by city 
intern Max Cowger showed that much improvement is 
needed on the part of renters and building owners.

Cowger inspected 175 sites. 125 of them were 4- to 12-
unit buildings for which the recycling is picked up by 
Republic under city contract. About 25 sites were 13- or 
more unit buildings, and those building owners hire their 
own recycling vendors. 25 duplex and triplex homes were 
also inspected.

Anoka County has set an annual goal of 175 pounds of 
recyclable material to be collected from each person 
living in a Fridley apartment, with a higher goal of 190 
pounds for single, duplex or triplex homes. Cowger said 
the tonnage being collected from apartment buildings 
was meeting only one-quarter of the 175-pound annual 
goal per person. For single, duplex and triplex units the 
curbside pickups have been very near the 190-pound goal. 

During his slide presentation, Cowger admitted to the 
citizen-members commission that perhaps “mixed 
messages” are being sent to renters who become confused 
about what can or cannot be recycled and are simply 
discarding all items into one container.

On this point, Cowger said while doing inspections, he 
found many instances where food scraps had been put 

Trash found around dumpster in Fridley
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Next year’s MNSure rates going up
On October 1st the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
announced the 2016 MNsure rates. The news is bad — premiums 
will increase between 14 and 49 percent, depending on the 
provider and the plan. 

Last fall the Commerce Department used misleading math to 
arrive at a 4.5 percent average rate increase for 2015, but analysis 
of the new rates found the increases to be far higher. One year 
later, Minnesotans are once again facing dramatic premium 
increases.

MNsure has yet to live up to any of the promises made by Gov. 
Dayton. After the scathing report by the nonpartisan legislative 

auditor’s office earlier this year, which said MNsure’s failures 
outweighed its accomplishments, I was optimistic there would finally 
be enough support to make the changes necessary to get the program 
on the right track. Instead, the governor and Senate Democrats chose 
to stick with the status quo. As a result, thousands of Minnesota 
families are going to pay more for insurance next year.

There are still things we can do. Republicans offered several ideas 
last year to improve MNsure by creating more accountability and 
adding industry expertise. Hopefully Thursday’s news will bring 
renewed interest in those ideas. MNsure desperately needs to be 
fixed, and Senate Republicans are ready to help.

If you have any questions about the new MNsure rates, or any other 
legislative issue, please don’t hesitate to contact my office.

into recycling bins. He said this may be one example of “mixed messages” — perhaps people have 
heard of other cities’ efforts to recycle food scraps, however Fridley is not doing that at this time. 
Contaminating recycling bins with garbage was one of the most frequent offenses found. The opposite 
was also often found: recyclables that should not be in the garbage container. Cardboard was often 
found in the garbage or not broken down, taking up valuable space in a recycling dumpster.

Cowger held meetings attended by several apartment managers. The favorable response is hoped to 
foster regular communication between city staff and building managers. Recommendations made to 
the commission and staff, included:

• Encourage the use of dumpsters for recycling at apartment buildings rather than smaller containers. 
Cowger found that many wheeled carts and bins were being filled up. The overflow created a trash 
problem or caused tenants to mix recyclables, trash and yard waste together.

• Dumpsters and other containers for recycling should be labeled as such. Cowger said he found a 
number of containers where the purpose wasn’t clear — were they to be used for recycling or garbage?

• Placement of recycling dumpsters is important. They must be convenient to use.

Phone surveys were made of over 30 apartment owners and managers. Many had made the same 
observations as Cowger, but also mentioned 
the problem of dumping appliances, furniture 
and the like which require special disposal, 
burdening building management. To combat 
this at least a couple of apartment buildings have installed video surveillance of their recycling 
and garbage areas.

A consensus that more effort is needed 
to educate the public about recycling, 
concluded the presentation.

The city’s Environmental Planner and 
administrator of the EQEC commission, 
Kay Qualley, also pointed out that the 
Fridley school district doesn’t practice 
recycling.

A couple other points that are curious: this 
commission seems to have placed a curfew of one hour on the length of its meetings, and with 
all the talk of educating the public about recycling, there seems to be no interest on the part of 
staff to educate the public about this commission. Meeting packets and agendas are not posted 
on the city website. Meeting minutes find their way to the web archive eventually. It took this 

newspaper a number of days to receive by public data request a copy of the slide presentation, excerpts from which are on this page.

FRIDLEY RECYCLING REPORT continued from page 1

Recycling carts overflowing
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ANOKA COUNTY WATCHDOG
Always on the lookout for governmental waste, fraud, and abuse in Anoka County

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Quote of the 
Week: “The 
DFL majority 

has done what it does best, which is to raise taxes 
on Minnesota families. I’m more than happy to 
say this is a DFL product and a DFL result with 
a few Republicans who helped them because I 
wouldn’t want to take any credit for this piece 
of work.” — Governor Tim Pawlenty, reacting 
to the override of his veto of a tax-raising 
transportation bill (2/27/2008)

THE GAS TAX EMERGES
Ladies and gentlemen, we have our first flash 
point issue of the critical special election race 
to succeed state Senator Branden Petersen in 
Senate District 35, which covers a large chunk of 
central and northwest Anoka County.

On Wednesday of this week, former state Rep. 
Jim Abeler, who is running for the Petersen seat, 
appeared on the “Up & At ‘Em” radio program 
to discuss his candidacy.

During the interview, a caller wanted to know 
why Abeler joined 5 other House Republicans 
(known as the “Override Six”) in helping the 
DFL majority override Pawlenty’s veto of 
a multi-billion transportation bill, the centerpiece 
of which was a gas tax increase.

In response, Abeler made the bold claim that his 
override vote was part of a Machiavellian-style 
conspiracy in which Pawlenty only pretended 
to oppose the override so he could keep the 
mantle of a fiscal conservative while running for 
president while enjoying the enhanced revenue.

To quote Abeler: “This was actually the Pawlenty 
plan. We found out after the fact that he wanted 
to be president and so he couldn’t have his 
fingerprints on any revenue raising things and so 
the best thing for him was to have some people 
like us do that.”

In response, host Jack Tomczak asked him if 
Pawlenty ever told that to Abeler.

The answer from Abeler was hardly the kind of 
thing that would be admitted in any court of law.

He replied that Pawlenty at some unnamed date, 
unnamed place to unnamed people said “I don’t 
want to be overridden.” That statement clearly 
doesn’t support Abeler’s version of events. But 
Abeler recounted the statement in a way that 
made Pawlenty sound like he said it in a sly sort 
of way that insinuated a “wink and nod” approval 
of an override.

Moreover, Abeler supported his conspiracy 
theory by saying that an unnamed colleague 
had a conversation with an unnamed Pawlenty 
staffer at an unnamed time and place whereby 
the mystery staffer admitted to the mystery 
colleague that the override “worked out” for the 
Pawlenty administration.

While the Watchdog can’t stand as any kind 
of fact finder regarding all of this, one would 
have to believe Tim Pawlenty to be a liar of 
remarkable quantity and quality to find this 
narrative plausible.

In our extensive research, the Watchdog has 
uncovered mountains of newspaper articles, 
television reports and radio material in which 
Governor Pawlenty is extremely critical of the 
override vote.

Moreover, does it really matter what Governor 
Pawlenty said?

In other words, this is about more than two men 
named Abeler and Pawlenty.

It’s also about the taxpayers. Even if Pawlenty 
conspired with others to fashion an override, 
does that make it an acceptable vote for Abeler?

The override vote was a major tax increase and a 
regressive one at that.

Regarding that 2008 vote, it’s also disappointing 
to hear Jim Abeler invoke faulty and incorrect 
emotional rhetoric to justify the vote.

Specifically, he has mentioned the I-35W bridge 
in this regard.

It is well-established that the bridge very likely 
collapsed because of an engineering design 
flaw regarding gusset plates and not deferred 
maintenance or other factors related to a belief 
that transportation wasn’t properly funded 
during the Pawlenty administration.

While it is true that the 2008 gas tax increase 
brought new revenue into the transportation 
budget, it is just as true that a re-allocation of 
existing resources was also an option to enhance 
transportation funding. The legislature simply 
decided to raise this tax instead.

Which brings us to the most important issue: the 
here and now debate regarding transportation.

There is no doubt that transportation funding 
will one of the most important issues confronting 
the legislature when it returns in March of 2016.

Recall that at the end of the 2015 session, the 
House and Senate had both passed transportation 
funding bills that were sitting in a conference 
committee.

Because of the biennial nature of the legislature, 
those bills are still alive and the conference 
committee is still alive.

This means that the legislature in 2016, with a 
new Senator from District 35, will attempt to 
reconcile these bills and pass a transportation 
funding bill.

This is a big deal because the House plan (the 
GOP plan), contains no tax increases while the 
Senate plan (The DFL plan) relies on multiple 
tax increases.

To be clear, the Watchdog finds the House GOP 
plan to be the better plan. It pumps $7 billion in 
new funding into transportation over the life of 
the proposal without raising taxes.

This is done by re-allocating money from the 
state’s general fund, which is running a surplus.

In addition, prioritizing spending instead of 
raising taxes is something the Watchdog and all 
conservatives expect of our elected officials.

There are too many politicians who favor the 
government budget over the family budget and 
that needs to stop.

So now we come to the heart of the issue. In 
Senate District 35, which candidates stand 
opposed to a gas tax and other tax increases and 
which ones stand in another place?

Simply put, every delegate in Senate District 
35 should ask the candidates a simple question: 
Will you vote against any transportation 

funding bill that contains tax increases?

In the Wednesday radio interview, Jim Abeler 
demurred and didn’t answer the question.

On Thursday, one Abeler’s opponents, Alex 
Huffman, clearly stated he opposes a gas tax 
increase and favors re-prioritizing spending. 
This statement was given on the same “Up & At 
‘Em” radio program that hosted Abeler the day 
before.

While the Watchdog has not heard other GOP 
candidates for this seat weigh in, delegates should 
also query Andy Aplikowski, Don Huizenga and 
Reid Oines where they stand on this issue.

In fact, the Watchdog would be happy to publish 
all candidate responses for our readers to see.

Please email responses to harold@
anokacountywatchdog.com. 

The Watchdog encourages our readers to listen 
to the podcast of both Abeler’s and Huffman’s 
interviews to hear for themselves what the 
candidates said.

Check the September 30th and October 1st 
shows.

http://www.twincitiesnewstalk.com/media/
podcast-up-and-at-em-upandatem/

Be an informed voter!

BLUE COLLAR WIN
Readers of the publication know that we 
have regularly commented on the growing 
schism within the core DFL base between 
the environmental elites and the blue collar 
folks who make a decent living in many of the 
industries the elites love to hate, such as mining 
and pipelines.

Of late, the environmental elites have had the 
upper hand in DFL politics, primarily because 
they have more money and most DFL candidates 
are fellow Metro area elitists, like Mark Dayton 
and Tina Smith.

Nowhere was this split on bigger display than 
in the DFL primary special election in District 
3A. This district covers a massive swath of NE 
Minnesota and is the largest House district in the 
state by area.

It is also a flash point for this divide as the DFL 
population is split by blue collar natives who 
mine and log for a living and transplanted urban 
environmental elites.

Because of the death of incumbent state Rep. 
David Dill, a special election will be held in early 
December.

Just this week, a DFL primary election was held 
to determine the candidate who would advance 
to the general election to face a GOP and 
Independent candidate.

And boy, did that campaign get rough and tumble.

The blue collar wing was represented by Rob 
Ecklund, a trade union member and unabashed 
supporter of mining.

The environmental wing was represented by Bill 
Hansen, who opposed mining with vigor.

He also apparently has little regard for those who 
work in that field. In comments caught on video, 

ANOKA COUNTY WATCHDOG  continued on page 4
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ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF — 
CRIME REPORT

 ANDOVER 
Thefts & Damage to Property
Sept. 25 — 30xx 164 Ln NW; 
unsecure vehicle; cash, checks 
Sept. 28 — 157xx Dakota St NW; 
tools stolen from the property
Sept. 29 — 138xx Quinn St NW;  
unsecure vehicle; wallet
Sept. 29 — 140xx Quinn St NW; 
unsecure vehicle; nothing of value 
was stolen
Arrests
Sept. 25 — Bunker Lake Blvd NW/
Crosstown Blvd NW – 2nd Degree 
Assault, Terroristic Threats; a 
deputies responded to a road 
rage situation involving a gun. The 
male with the gun was located and 
arrested. 
Sept. 30 — 138xx Northwoods Dr 
NW; Possession of Stolen Property; 
deputies stopped a suspect for 
driving a stolen vehicle. The male 
and female occupants were arrested.

COLUMBUS
Thefts & Damage to Property
Sept. 29 — 140xx Lake Dr NE – 
vehicle locks punched; tools, checks 
Oct. 1 — 147xx Lake Dr NE – tires 
stolen off a vehicle

EAST BETHEL
Thefts & Damage to Property 
Sept. 25 — 214xx Johnson St NE – 
business; ATV and trailer stolen from 
property 
Arrests 
Sept. 23 — 187 Ln NE/Hwy 65 NE; 
3rd Degree DWI Test Refusal, 4th 
Degree DWI; a deputy stopped 
a driver for speeding. The driver 
appeared intoxicated. Field sobriety 
tests were conducted and failed. The 
male was arrested. (.182) 

HAM LAKE 
Burglaries
Sept. 28 — 12xx 153 Ln NE – two 
motorcycles stolen from the garage 
Sept. 29 — 12xx Lombardy Dr NE – 
fireworks stolen from a garage sale
Thefts & Damage to Property
Sept. 28 — 144xx Hwy 65 NE; 
catalytic converter stolen off a vehicle
Sept. 28 — 149xx Aberdeen St NE; 
vehicle stolen from the property
Sept. 28 — 34xx 149 Ave NE; vehicle 
stolen from the property 
Oct. 1 — 147xx Hwy 65 NE; 
vandalism to a shed; windows broken
Oct. 1 — 149xx Aberdeen St NE; 
vandalism to a vehicle; ignition 
damaged
Oct. 1 — 8xx 158 Ave NE; vandalism 
to a yard; vehicle drove through it
Arrests 
Sept. 26 — Lexington Ave NE/139 
Ave NW – Violation of a DANCO 
Order; a deputy stopped a driver for
Sept. 27 — 5xx Bunker Lake Blvd 
NW; Disorderly Conduct; deputies 
responded to a report of a male 
being aggressive and disorderly at 
the location. The male was arrested.

LINWOOD TOWNSHIP
Burglaries
Sept. 25 — 67xx 231 Ln NE – tools 
stolen from the garage 
Sept. 28 — 226xx Martin Lake Rd 
NE – forced entry through service 
door; safe, prescriptions

NOWTHEN
Arrests
Sept. 30 — 62xx Old Viking Blvd 
NW; Violation of an OFP; deputies 
responded to a report of a violation of
an order for protection. CID was 
contacted and will continue the 
investigation. 

OAK GROVE 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
Sept. 28 — 35xx Connie Dr NW; 
vandalism to a vehicle; brake line cut 

Investigator Insight: This crime 
hasn’t spiked in our jurisdiction 
yet but we have noticed an increase 
of it in the cities of Blaine, Coon 
Rapids, and Ramsey the last few 
weeks. People who park “work 
vans” at their home – both marked 
and unmarked – have been targeted 
for theft. Typically the criminals 
punch the locks to gain entry and 
are stealing tools, and in some 
cases copper wire. Being it is forced 
entry in most cases it is difficult to 
protect against this type of crime 
— outside of removing everything 
— so we would recommend 
parking work vehicles nearest your 
home, possibly backing the vehicle 
close enough to the house so that 
the rear doors cannot be opened 
— and leaving outdoor lights on 
overnight.

Hansen fanned the flames by saying 
that developing the mines in NE 
Minnesota would mean “man camps” 
filled with gambling, violence and 
prostitution.

Boom! Ignite the powder keg.

The statements provoked a massive 
backlash from the construction 
trades, who blasted Hansen for his 
comments and spurred strong efforts 
to defeat him in the primary.

It worked.

The blue collar wing scored a decisive 
victory as Ecklund dispatched Hansen 
with relative ease.

All in all, this campaign proved that 
the division between these two camps 
is growing and will continue to do so.

This is the great DFL crack up that 
almost no one is talking about.

Republicans would be smart to go 
after these blue collar voters, who 
tend to be pro-life, pro-family, gun 
owners, people of faith, and people 
of modest means who are resistant 
to tax increases to fund liberal social 
engineering.

In other words, these are the people 
Obama dismissed as “clinging to 
their guns and religion.”

The electoral benefits of courting 
these voters would mean much to a 
GOP that hasn’t won a state-wide 
office in Minnesota for many years.

The Anoka County Watchdog is a 
place where concerned taxpayers can 
find fact-supported information and 
other resources about governmental 
waste and abuse in Anoka County.
My intent is to provide you, the 
taxpayer, with the information you 
need to hold your local politicians 
accountable.

Visit my website and sign up for 
free weekly e-mail updates at www.
AnokaCountyWatchdog.com or 
contact me personally at harold@
anokacountywatchdog.com
Sincerely, 
Harold E. Hamilton, owner.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ANOKA COUNTY WATCHDOG
continued from page 3

Unpaid bill comes back to bite 
Minnesota municipal 
broadband network
by Tom Steward — Watchdog.Org Minnesota Bureau

A quiet settlement of a $120,000-lawsuit over a taxpayer-funded broadband 
network will come, ironically, from $8 million in bonds issued this summer to 
start construction on a scaled-back network.

The $120,000-lawsuit over legal fees blindsided Renville and Sibley counties, 
as well as 12 area cities, which simply wanted to move on from the failed first 
attempt to bond for the controversial network in 2012.

But those involved in the agreement aren’t saying much.

“I can’t talk about it,” said Mark Erickson, Winthrop economic development 
director and the fiber network’s biggest booster. “… All I know is they settled 
it. I can’t talk about it at all.”

The local governments, under the mantle of the Renville-Sibley County Fiber 
Joint Powers Agency, owe Minneapolis law firm Best and Flanagan $120,000 
for work on an unsuccessful 2012 effort to obtain a $66 million bond to finance 
the RS Fiber broadband network, legal documents obtained by Watchdog 
Minnesota Bureau say.

“The Renville-Sibley Contract did not condition the payment of Plaintiff’s legal 
fees or costs on the issuance of the Bonds,” the complaint says. “… Defendants 
have never contested their obligations to pay for Plaintiff’s legal services, the 
amounts of Plaintiff’s invoices, nor the reasonable value of Plaintiff’s legal 
services.” 

Yet officials in several communities only learned about the alleged breach of 
contract after getting a court summons. RS Fiber representatives kept them 
out of the loop.

“That is correct. I did not know anything about it. I can only say what happened 
here in our city, and I know we were not real happy with it,” said Rhonda Huls, 
Stewart city clerk and treasurer. “Our council talked about it at the last council 
meeting, and we were leaving it up to the attorneys to take care of the issue.”

Besides Renville and Sibley counties, a summons went to the cities of Arlington, 
Brownton, Buffalo Lake, Fairfax, Gaylord, Gibbon, Green Isle, Henderson, 
Lafayette, New Auburn, Stewart and Winthrop. RS Fiber Cooperative, the 
entity formed after the first attempted network fell short, was also named in 
the legal action.

CITY OF HAM LAKE, Ham Lake City 
Hall, 15544 Central Ave. NE  (763) 434-
9555 (www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us) Hours 
Mon-Thurs 7 am-4:30 pm; Fri. 7 am-
Noon)

Mon. Oct. 12 — City Council and EDA, 
6 pm Special Meeting: The City Council 
will be conducting a site visit at the 
property located at 1561 Bunker Lake 
Boulevard NE regarding Noel Foster 
requesting a Conditional Use Permit and 
Commercial Building Permit to operate 
Foster Trucking and Excavating
Mon. Oct. 12 — Planning Comm., 6 pm
Mon. Oct. 19 — City Council, 6 pm  
Wed. Oct. 21— Park & Tree Comm., 6 pm
Mon. Oct. 26 — Planning Comm., 6pm
CITY OF OAK GROVE, Oak Grove  

City Hall, 19900 Nightingale St. NW;
 (763) 404-7000 (www.ci.oak-grove.mn.us)
Mon. Oct. 12 — City Council, 7 pm
Thurs. Oct. 15— Planning Comm., 7 
pm
Wed. Oct. 21 — Park Comm., 6:30 pm
CITY OF EAST BETHEL, 2241 221st 

Ave. NE, East Bethel (763) 367-7840
Tues. Oct. 13 — Road Comm., 6:30 pm
Wed. Oct. 14 — Park Comm., 6:30 pm
Mon. Oct. 19 — EDA, 7 pm
Wed. Oct. 21 — City Council, 7 pm

CITY OF FRIDLEY, Fridley City Hall, 
6431 University Ave NE, (763) 571-3450
Mon. Oct. 12 & 26 — City Council 

“workshop” 6:30 pm, televised mtg 7 pm
Tues. Oct. 13 — Envir. Comm., 7 pm
Wed. Oct. 21 — Planning Comm., 7 pm

NORTH METRO CABLE 
COMMISSION

(Blaine, Ham Lake, Lexington, Circle Pines, 
Centerville, Spring Lake Park)

Wed. Oct. 21 — Cable Comm., 6 pm, 
Spring Lake Park City Hall

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS 
CALENDAR

MUNICIPAL BROADBAND WOES  continued on page 5
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MUNICIPAL BROADBAND WOES continued from page 4

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/4/2015 Metro

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On 
Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2015. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 
conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use 
per household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much 
For Your Medications?  
You can save up to 93% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription 
is required for all prescription medication orders.

Call Now:  800-259-1096

ViagraTM   $4,287.27
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*    
$132.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Call Now! 800-259-1096

Celecoxib* 
$75.56

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CelebrexTM

Generic price for 200mg x 100

CelebrexTM 
$832.60

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 200mg x 100

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

2x2, 2x4 & 2x8 ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/4/2015 Metro

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On 
Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on 
your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 
31, 2015. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in 
conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use 
per household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much 
For Your Medications?  
You can save up to 93% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription 
is required for all prescription medication orders.

Call Now:  800-259-1096

ViagraTM   $4,287.27
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*    
$132.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Call Now! 800-259-1096

Celecoxib* 
$75.56

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CelebrexTM

Generic price for 200mg x 100

CelebrexTM 
$832.60

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 200mg x 100

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

HOMEOWNER EDUCATION FOR SEPTIC SYSTEMS

2016 MINNESOTA GARDENING CALENDAR NOW AVAILABLE

FREE DOLLARS INTO SENSE CLASS
The University of Minnesota Extension, Anoka County will present a free Dollars into Sense class on 
Thursday’s; October 8, November 4, and December 10 at 10 am at the Anoka County Human Services 
Center (1201 89th Ave, Blaine). Class will cover tracking expenses, putting together a spending plan, 
goal setting, credit, and where to get additional help/resources. To register, call University of Minnesota 
Extension, Anoka County at 763-755-1280 at least three days prior to the class.

“No, I really wasn’t aware of it, until we got 
served notice. And, of course, they told us that 
we needed to pay up this money,” said Ella Kruse, 
Brownton city clerk and treasurer.

A cover letter signed by Best and Flanagan 
attorney Edward Sheu indicates the cities and 

counties contracted in March 2012 to pay up to 
$120,000 of legal fees, regardless of whether the 
bond offering by Oppenheimer and Co. panned 
out. The actual cost of legal fees totaled some 
$145,000, according to the document.

“If payment is made now, no interest or collection 
costs will be demanded. Upon payment, 
we will issue you a release and notice of 
dismissal of this action,” Sheu said in the 
letter. Sheu did not respond to requests for 
comment.

The complaint chastises local governments 
and RS Fiber for failing to more quickly 
pay off their debt.

“Defendants have not responded to 
Plaintiff ’s many requests for payment 
except to offer to pay lesser amounts,” the 
document states.

The notification caused confusion as to whether 
local governments were responsible for paying 
a portion of the debt. Sibley County was billed 
separately for $44,763.27 of the legal bill.

In the end, RS Fiber v. 2 apparently agreed to pay 
the attorney’s fees, as an extension of the original 
project. City councils are expected to approve 
the proposed settlement at their next round of 
meetings and move on.

“This was a debt of the joint powers entity. It 
wasn’t a debt of the individual members,” said 
David Schauer, Sibley county attorney.

RS Fiber broke ground in July on the first phase of 
the rural central Minnesota fiber optic network. 
It could take six years to complete.
Photo: RS Fiber FB photo
PAY IT BACKWARD: Bonding funds issued to re-
start the RS Fiber broadband project will be used to 
pay the surprise legal bill from the first go-around.

Are you a homeowner? Do you have a septic system? 
Are you interested in saving money? Would you 
like to protect your family’s environment and the 
natural environment?

Homeowners wanting to better understand, 
operate, and maintain their septic systems will 
want to attend a Homeowner Education for Septic 
Systems program being presented by the University 
of Minnesota Extension. Hear about water saving 
ideas, find out if you should be using additives, and 
get your questions answered.

This two-hour program will be held Thursday 
October 29, 2015 or Monday, March 14, 2016 at 
7–9 pm at the Bunker Hills Activities Center, 550 

Bunker Lake Blvd NW, Andover; two miles west of 
Highway 65 on Bunker Lake Boulevard. The cost 
to attend is $10. You will receive the University 
of Minnesota Extension Septic System Owner’s 
Guide at the class.

Pre-registration is required. You can get the 
flyer and registration form online at z.umn.edu/
ssclass. If you have any questions or to request the 
flyer and registration form, call the University of 
Minnesota Extension, Anoka County at 763-755-
1280. Presentation of this program is partially 
covered by an Anoka County Ag Preserves Grant 
and is presented by Valerie Prax, Retired Extension 
Educator.

The University of Minnesota Extension and 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum have released 
Minnesota Gardening 2016, a calendar developed 
for home gardening and landscape enthusiasts 
across the state. The Minnesota Gardening 2016 is 
the only calendar designed and written exclusively 
for Minnesota. It is the perfect complement to any 
gardener’s collection.

Each month, in addition to the full-page color photo, 
the calendar features timely tips for lawn, garden 
and houseplant care; maps of average frost-free 
dates; Healthy Soil, Healthy Plants Information; 

and USDA Plant Hardiness Zones for Minnesota. 
The calendar is spiral bound and measures 13” x 
9 ½.” There is room to write in day blocks and it 
includes monthly tips.

Minnesota Gardening 2016 is available at the 
Anoka County Extension office. The price is $15 
per calendar (extra charge for mailing the calendar). 
Individuals interested in purchasing the calendar 
can stop by the Extension office at 550 Bunker 
Lake Boulevard NW, Andover or call the office at 
763-755-1280. Office hours are 8 am to 4:30 pm.
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ATTENTION CITY CLERKS
FREE UP MONEY FOR 

THAT 3.5% PAY RAISE!
Publish all your public 

notices in the Anoka County 
Record and save your city up 

to 75% off the price of the 
other publication

See www.AnokaCountyRecord.com for 
price list and additional information

CITY OF LINO LAKES 
CHARTER COMMISSION 

OPENINGS 
The Charter Commission of 
Lino Lakes has openings for 
membership.
To request an application, 
please call Charter 
Commission Secretary 
Caroline Dahl at 651-484-
4678 acting on behalf of 
Charter Commission Chair 
Connie Sutherland, or Lino 
Lakes City Hall at 651-982-
2406, or visit the City website 
at www.ci.lino-lakes.mn.us. 
Applications due October 31, 
2015.
Julie Bartell, City Clerk 

OFFICE OF THE
MINNESOTA 

SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
CHAPTER 333

The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a 
user with exclusive rights 
to that name. The filing 
is required for consumer 
protection in order to 
enable consumers to be 
able to identify the true 
owner of a business.
 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the 
business is or will be 
conducted: 

Moku Sweets
 2. Principal Place of 
Business:

12426 Flanders Court 
NE, Unit H
Blaine, MN 55449

 3. List the name and 
complete street address 
of all persons conducting 
business under the above 
Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal 
corporate, LLC, or Limited 
Partnership name and 
registered office address:

Aong Moua
12426 Flanders Court 
NE, Unit H
Blaine, MN  55449

 4. I, the undersigned, 
certify that I am signing 
this document as the 
person whose signature is 
required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature 
would be required who 
has authorized me to 
sign this document on 
his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all 
required fields, and that 
the information in this 
document is true and 
correct and in compliance 
with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing 
this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.
FILED: Sept. 28, 2015,
  # 843746700031, 
/s/ Aong Moua, owner

(Published Oct. 9, 16, 2015,
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City of Nowthen 
Planning and Zoning 

Commission
The Planning Commission 
reviews, comments, holds 
public hearings and makes 
recommendations to the 
City Council Regarding:
Growth, land use and de-
velopment in the City con-
formance to the Compre-
hensive Plan, City Code 
and Ordinances.
The Planning Commission 
is a 7 member committee 
with a 3 year term length.
Anyone interested in the 
position must complete 
the Application for Ap-
pointment.  Also review 
the Planning and Zoning 
City Code, with Code of 
conduct.
All applications must be 
submitted to the City Of-
fices no later than October 
16, 2015 at 4:30 PM.
All applicants must attend 
the 7:00 PM, October 27, 
2015 Planning and Zoning 
Meeting for interviews and 
recommended appoint-
ment.  
Contact the City Offices 
at 763-441-1347 for more 
information or contact the 
City Council directly.

CITY OF HAM LAKE
SPECIAL MEETING

CITY COUNCIL 
AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY
MONDAY, OCTOBER 

12, 2015, 6:00 P.M.
1.0 CALL TO ORDER - 
6:00 P.M.
2.0 COUNCIL BUSINESS
2.1 The City Council will 
be conducting a site visit 
at the property located 
at 1561 Bunker Lake 
Boulevard NE regarding 
Noel Foster requesting a 
Conditional Use Permit 
and Commercial Building 
Permit to operate Foster 
Trucking and Excavating

(Published Oct. 9, 2015,
Anoka County Record) #289

THE CITY OF HAM 
LAKE CURRENTLY 

HAS VACANCIES ON 
TWO IMPORTANT 
COMMISSIONS!!

CHARTER COMMISSION:
The Charter Commission 
is required to meet at least 
once a year.  Meetings 
are usually held the fourth 
Wednesday of any given 
month, at the Ham Lake 
City Hall. This is not a 
paid position.  The City 
Charter, approved by the 
voters and issued by the 
State of Minnesota in 1982, 
sets rules on how the City 
government operates, how 
it’s organized and how it’s 
financed.  The advantage 
of having a charter is that 
a city can tailor its form of 
government to the desire 
of its citizens and establish 
greater powers or more 
stringent limitations than 
state statutes call for.
P L A N N I N G 
COMMISSION:
The Planning Commission 
reviews, holds 
hearings, and makes 
recommendations to the 
City Council on matters 
relating to growth and 
development in the City 
and conformance to 
City ordinances.  The 
Commission meets at 
the City Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
on the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month, or 
as needed. Commissioners 
receive $30 for each 
Planning Commission 
meeting attended.
If you are interested in 
serving on either of these 
commissions, please 
send a letter to the Ham 
Lake City Hall, 15544 
Central Ave. NE, Ham 
Lake, MN.  Letters must 
be received by 4:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, October 29, 
2015.

(Published Oct. 9, 2015,
Anoka County Record) #289

STATE OF MINNESOTA                     DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ANOKA                      PROBATE DIVISION
                                            TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Estate of Chad Hanson,      Court File No. 02-PR-15-482
Decedent       NOTICE AND ORDER FOR HEARING ON
                PETITION FOR FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF
                                 INTESTACY, DETERMINATION OF
                                HEIRSHIP, AND APPOINTMENT OF
               PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE
                                                               TO CREDITORS
It is Ordered and Notice is given that on November 3, 
2015 at 9:00 a.m. a hearing will be held the Anoka County 
Courthouse, 325 East Main Street, Anoka, Minnesota, 
for the adjudication of intestacy and determination of 
heirship ofthe Decedent, and for the appointment of: 
Gerald Hanson whose address is:

241 Oak Park Drive, Blaine, MN 55434.
as personal representative of the Estate of the Decedent 
in a SUPERVISED administration. Any objections to the 
petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised at 
the hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or 
raised, the personal representative will be appointed with 
full power to administer the Estate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal property, and to do all 
necessary acts for the Estate.
Notice is also given that (subject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) 
all creditors having claims against the Estate are required 
to present the claims to the personal representative or to 
the Court Administrator within four months after the date 
of this Notice or the claims will be barred.
FILED: September 15, 2015
/s/ Thomas M Fitzpatrick, District Court Judge, Probate 
Division
/s/ Lori Meyer, Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioner:
Thomas H. Gunther (219768)
Virnig & Gunther PLLC
10 South Fifth Street, Ste 1010
Minneapolis, MN 55402
Telephone: (612) 305-4450 Fax:(612) 465-8801

(Published Oct. 9, 16, 2015, Anoka County Record) #292

CITY OF ANDOVER
COUNTY OF ANOKA

STATE OF 
MINNESOTA

PUBLIC HEARING 
FOR

PROJECT NO. 15-2
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the City Council 
of the City of Andover, 
Anoka County, Minnesota 
will meet at the Andover 
City Hall, 1685 Crosstown 
Boulevard NW in the City 
of Andover, on Monday, 
November 2, 2015 at 
7:00 PM to pass upon the 
proposed assessment 
for   street    overlay in the 
following described areas:
2015 Street Overlays
Creek View Crossing, 
Old Colony Estates 
& Weybridge 1st-3rd 
Additions
The proposed assessment 
roll is on file for public 
inspection at the City 
Clerk’s Office.  The total 
amount of the proposed 
assessment is $354.07 
per lot.  Written or 

CITY OF ANDOVER
COUNTY OF ANOKA

STATE OF 
MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
The Andover City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
on the 2016 – 2020 
Capital Improvements 
Plan at 7:00 p.m., or soon 
thereafter as can be heard 
on Tuesday, October 20, 
2015 at Andover City Hall, 
1685 Crosstown Blvd NW, 
Andover, Minnesota.  The 
purpose of the hearing is 
to receive public testimony 
on its proposed Capital 
Improvements Plan for 
the five-year period from 
2016 through 2020.  
The proposed Capital 
Improvements Plan is 
on file and is available 
for review in the Finance 
Department at City Hall.
Jim Dickinson, City 
Administrator

                                     Week of October 4, 2015             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

CDL A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical ben-
efi ts on day 1 & $65k+ in your fi rst 
year!!! Guaranteed pay. Profi t sharing. 
401K with company match & more! 
Email resume: mnhr@mclaneco.com
or call Hollie now! 507/664-3038 

NOW HIRING 
Company OTR drivers. $2,000 
sign on bonus, fl exible home 
time, extensive benefi ts. Call 
now! Hibb’s & Co. 763/389-0610

DIAMOND STEEL STRUCTURES 
Fall close out. Prices slashed. Arch 
wall & straight wall steel buildings 
40’ x 62’ starting at $10,900. Fac-
tory direct pricing. Call 844/297-8335

OUR HUNTERS WILL 
pay top $$$ to hunt your land. Call 
for a free Base Camp Leasing info 
packet & quote: 866/309-1507
w w w . B a s e C a m p L e a s i n g . c o m

SELL YOUR 
STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT 

or annuity payments for cash now. You 
don’t have to wait for your future pay-
ments any longer! Call 800/218-8581

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace -little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DISH NETWORK 
Get more for less! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months), plus bundle 
& save (Fast Internet for $15 more/
month.) Call now 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free shipping. Call 800/259-1096

MISCELLANEOUSFOR SALE

FARM EQIUPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 3 million readers!!! 

1-800-279-2979

ANOKA COUNTY 
SUMMARY OF BIDS

Bid #2015-37
Description of Bid/RFP: 
Advertisement For 
Proposals For Anoka 
County In-Building 
Distributed Antenna 
System

Bid Opening: November 
17, 2015
For more information 
regarding the above 
published bids/RFPs, 
please visit the Anoka 
County Web Site at:  www.
AnokaCounty.us/bids.
(Published October 9, 16, 2015 

Anoka County Record) #293

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

CITY OF OAK GROVE
COUNTY OF ANOKA

STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Oak Grove City 
Council, at their Regular 
Meeting of October 26, 
2015, will be conducting a 
Public Hearing at or around 
7:00 p.m. in the Oak Grove 
Council Chambers, 19900 
Nightingale St NW, to hear 
written and oral comments 
concerning the proposed 
vacation of the following 
legally described property: 

That part of 214th Lane 
ROW (originally platted 
as Vernon Street) lying 
West of Lake George 
Drive NW and East of 
Lake George.   

Hearing impaired persons 
planning to attend who 
need an interpreter or oth-
er persons with disabilities 
who require auxiliary aids 
should contact City Hall 
at (763) 404-7000 no later 
than Wednesday, October 
21, 2015.
Sheryl F. Fiskewold
City Clerk
(Published October 9, 16, 2015 

Anoka County Record) #290

oral objections will be 
considered at the meeting.  
No appeal may be taken 
as to the amount unless a 
signed, written objection is 
filed with the Clerk prior to 
the hearing or presented 
to the presiding officer at 
the hearing.  The Council 
may upon such notice 
consider any objection to 
the amount of a proposed 
individual assessment at 
an adjourned meeting upon 
such further notice to the 
affected property owners 
as it deems advisable.
An owner may appeal 
an assessment to 
District Court pursuant 
to Minnesota Statutes 
Section 429.081 by serving 
notice of the appeal upon 
the Mayor or Clerk of the 
City within 30 days after the 
adoption of the assessment 
and filing such notice with 
the District Court within ten 
days after service upon the 
Mayor or Clerk.
BY ORDER OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL
Michelle Hartner - Deputy 
City Clerk

ATTENTION ATTORNEYS

Publish all your public 
notices on this page and 

save your clients up to 
75% off the price of other 

publications

The probate notice above 
cost this customer only 

$75 for two publications.  
Yes, $37.50 Each!

See
www.AnokaCountyRecord.com

for price list and
additional information

Paying Cash for Lego Blocks
$3 per pound

Do you have a bin of genuine Lego 
blocks that you are interested in selling?

Are you interested in selling to kids who 
will put them to a good educational use?

I buy the smaller blocks (not the larger 
Duplo type or Bionicle), 30 lbs or more.

I’m not picky about what blocks you 
have and I don’t care if you have sets or 
instructions because I am not a reseller. 
I strictly buy for personal use.

For more information, contact John at:

Text (24/7/365) at 651-484-1384
Email at john@ksolutionsllc.com

Notice of Vacancies in 
State Boards, Councils 

and Committees
Application forms are available 
online and must be submitted by 
October 27, 2015, to be assured of 
full consideration by the appointing 
authority.

Advisory Committee to the Program 
Committee of the health professionals 
services program

Cultural and Ethical Communities 
lLeadership Council

Governing Committee of the 
Minnesota Automobile Insurance Plan

Governor’s Residence Council

MN Joint underwriting Association-
Liability Insurance

MN Workers Compensation 
Insurers’ Association (Data Service 
Organization)

Special Review Board

State Rehabilitation Council 
Applications may be submitted online, 
by email to Open.Appointments@state.
mn.us, or by mail or in person to:
Office of the MN Secretary of State
180 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
St Paul, MN 55155-1299


