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Col Hts Charter Commission Nowthen:
falls back to earlier proposal Governance Issues
to strip mayor’s authority
by Bryan Olson — Special to the Anoka County Record — EXCLUSIVE
The Columbia Heights Charter Commission
voted 8-3 at its Jan. 18 meeting to go back to
member Carolyn Laine’s original motion that
was passed at the commission’s July 20, 2017
meeting. The motion was to change language
in the city charter so that oversight of the police
department is put into the hands of the city
manager. Since
its
adoption
in 1921, the
city
charter
has
provided
the
mayor
with authority
over the police
department.

Today marks the final issue of the
Anoka County Record. While there
are a number of important issues I
could write about, I would like to focus
on one with long term consequences.

commission last July; text that is underlined This issue concerns governance in the
was new additional language passed Oct. 26): City of Nowthen.
I speak of governance issues as a
newspaper owner and as a longtime
political consultant. As a newspaper
owner, I have attended numerous Nowthen city council
meetings in person and watched others online. As a political
consultant, I advise public officials, candidates, and serve as
an executive director for issue oriented groups.

Mayoral Authority continued on page 6

Nowthen continued on page 2
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Section 10. THE MAYOR. The mayor shall
have the appointment, control, and direction
of all police officers of the city, and shall be
recognized as the official head of the city
for all ceremonial purposes, by the courts
for the purpose
of serving civil
processes, and
by the governor
for the purposes
of the military
law. In time of
public
danger
or
emergency
the Mayor may,
A
second
with the consent
reading of the
of
Council
language and a
majority, take
final vote on it
command of the
City Clerk Katie Bruno (left) administers the
could occur at
Police, maintain
oath to new Charter Commission members Kathy
the next Charter
order,
and
Ahlers (center) and Bill Hugo (right)
Commission
enforce the law.
meeting scheduled for April 19, or, an amended
Section 53. POWERS AND DUTIES OF
motion or something wholly new could be
THE CITY MANAGER. Subject to the
introduced.
provisions of this charter and any regulations
Each motion to change language in the city
consistent therewith which may be adopted
charter has to be passed by a majority vote of
by council, the city manager shall control and
direct the administration of the city’s affairs.
the commission members in two successive
except that the police department and the
meetings before it can be sent to the City
enforcement of the laws pertaining to said
Council for its approval. If the council’s vote is
department shall be under the sole control of
a unanimous 5-0, the new language or change
the mayor.
is placed into the charter. If the council vote
is not unanimous, it’s sent back to the charter During the hour-long meeting Jan. 18, Laine,
c o m m i s s i o n who did not attend the October meeting,
for
further questioned the additional language that had
deliberation or been approved.
they may simply
drop the issue. She zeroed in on pieces of the added language
The
Charter such as “takes command,” and “enforces the
C o m m i s s i o n law” and made the comment, “this seems like
could also put odd writing to me.”
the
proposed Laine wanted a definition of “public danger”
language on an and “emergency.”
election ballot City attorney James Hoeft said an emergency
by a majority is something that would be determined by the
vote of its city council majority.
members.
Laine asked how indeed does the mayor
The commis- “enforce the law”? Hoeft said the mayor
sion’s meeting would confer with the police chief.
last
October
26 resulted in There was some discussion about how state
these proposed statute addresses local elected officials’
changes to the declaration of emergencies.
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charter
(text
with strikethrough is current charter language deleted
by a vote of the

Minn. Stat. 12.29 says an emergency may be
declared by a mayor or the chair of a County
Board, for a period lasting three days: “It
may not be continued for a period in excess of
three days except by or with the consent of the
governing body of the political subdivision.”
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I have over two decades
of experience with state
and local government.
I have served as
an employee of the
Minnesota Senate, four years as mayor in my hometown, and
in other elected and appointed political positions. Over the
years, I have spoken with many officials and observed state
and local governments across the United States and Canada.
During this time, I have also won several complaints against
government officials and contractors for violations of the
state’s open meeting and public information laws.
There are three categories of governance issues that should
be of alarming concern to residents of Nowthen in my
opinion. They are proper employer-employee relationships,
development and application of city land use policies,
and proper process for expenditure of public funds and
solicitation of donations for public projects.
Proper Employer-Employee Relationships
The largest concern facing the City of Nowthen involves
proper employer-employee relationships. This issue cascades
to all of the other challenges the city currently faces.
The city council is the employer of city staff. They are
ultimately responsible for setting job duties, providing
salaries, and rating job performance. This is accomplished
either directly or by delegating authority per city policy.
They also have a financial responsibility in assuring that
city staff provides citizens with quality services for the best
value.
City staff works for the city council only, not for the
public as some mistakenly believe. Staff is to maintain
professional relationships with all elected officials and carry
out the direction of the council majority at all times. This
professionalism shall not waiver based upon who makes up
the majority on any given issue, or who is currently on the
city council.
The city currently has an unethical and dysfunctional
employer-employee relationship between council members
Randy Bettinger, Paul Reighard, and city clerk/treasurer
Corrie LaDoucer, who is an at-will employee. These three
city officials routinely place their personal friendships with
each other above and beyond their professional and ethical
duties and roles as elected officials or city staff.
For example, earlier this month Mr. Bettinger and Mr.
Reighard, in the middle of a council meeting, called for
immediately giving Ms. LaDoucer a pay raise. Why?
Because they personally thought she deserved one. How
much of a raise? Whatever others received in neighboring
cities. After discussion, it was clear that they could have
cared less as to whether Ms. LaDoucer was currently being
JANUARY 30, 2018
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paid less than, equal to, or more than the market
rate for her position. They had no clue as to the
total annual cost of a raise or if funds were even
available.
In a professional employer-employee environment,
wage increases would be brought up during the
annual budget process. A wage study would
compare job descriptions, and determine if staff
salaries were above, equal to, or below market
rates. Job performance and accomplishment of
goals would be reviewed. Adjustments would be
proposed, funds allocated, and then approved as
part of the budget process after public comment is
received.
This past year, it has become almost impossible
for the city council to carry out their role as Ms.
LaDoucer’s employer. Meaningful attempts to
assign job duties or question outcomes is routinely
obstructed by Mr. Bettinger and Mr. Reighard. At
every opportunity, they falsely label accountability
efforts as an attack on city staff.
Ms. LaDoucer’s words and tone of voice towards
some elected officials also raises concern. Under
no circumstances is it professionally or ethically
appropriate for an employee to make condescending
and snide remarks to a city council member at
a public meeting. Sadly, it is not unusual to see
Ms. LaDoucer engage Mayor Pilon and council
members Dan Breyen and Mary Rainville in this
manner.
Sometimes at-will employees forget they serve
at the pleasure of the employer (the city council).
Whenever there is a conflict, inappropriate
behavior, unethical conduct or insubordination,
the city council must act. A professional at-will
employee may recognize this and voluntarily
resign, but nevertheless, a city council’s failure to
resolve this problem would be negligent.
Development and Application of
City Land Use Policies
City land use policies provide set standards and
protect everyone in the community. They benefit
property owners, and those who live on adjoining
properties. They are created through a community
input process and adopted by the city council at
public meetings.
Policies are important, as they keep government
in check. Written rules apply city-wide to all
properties or to certain classifications of property.
They prevent the city council from giving special
treatment to certain people they favor, such as
developers, friends, big monied interests, or
campaign contributors.
Council member Randy Bettinger stands out on
this issue and not in a good way. Basically he
opposes policies.
I sat at one meeting dumbfounded as he advocated
for a free and full range of authority to approve or
deny certain requests before the city council. His
voice echoed back to the good ol’ boys township
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days where supervisors could do whatever they
wanted for whomever they wanted.
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The cost involved, both in cash and city employee
time, is yet another part of the story.

Nowthen has over 4,000 residents and they expect
a professionally run city government. There is
no room for the corrupt practices of awarding
approvals to friends, granting contracts to relatives,
or selling surplus city equipment to the guy down
the road at below market price.

Mr. Reighard and his supporters defended their
actions by stating that they obtained donations to
cover some of the expenditures. By expenditures,
they were referring to the cost of the hockey
boards. The use of city equipment and employee
labor apparently was free or certainly not budgeted
for.

Strong policies help curtail corrupt government
practices. Those who oppose this have no place in
government in this day and age.
Proper Process for Expenditure of Public Funds
and Solicitation of Donations for Public Projects
A professionally run city does not spend taxpayer
money on a whim for public projects. Proposals
must be thoroughly researched, benefits specified,
initial costs identified, and have long term
maintenance and operational costs determined.
Then the proposal must be ranked against other
city priorities following public input.
The benefits of any project do not outweigh a
disastrous process such as what happened with
the city hockey rink. This project, led by council
member Paul Reighard, reads something like a
Three Stooges script.
It began under the previous council with the
support of Mr. Reighard, and council members
Randy Bettinger and Jim Scheffler (who lost reelection in 2016).
In the middle of a public meeting, a council
member says they found a good deal on hockey
rink boards that are for sale on Craigslist. If we do
not buy them now, someone else might. This city
needs a hockey rink!
Immediately a phone call is made to seal the deal
with the seller. It is the best price? Is it the correct
product? Does it fit the city’s needs? The attitude
was one of who cares, we think it’s a great price —
the rest can be figured out later.
Sometime after the purchase, it was discovered that
these hockey rink boards were not manufactured
for outdoor use in the sun. They were not made
of UV-treated materials to prevent deterioration.
They were made for indoor use only, and the city
had no money to construct a building. They did
not care, because in their mind having the wrong
boards was better than having no boards at all.
Mr. Reighard and his supporters then put the new
city hockey rink on a flat piece of land owned by
the city with poor drainage and no water. Yes you
read that correctly, no access to running water.
This leads to the horrible idea of filling up a water
truck in the middle of the winter to drive water to
the rink. Multiple truckloads were needed and due
to poor placement of the boards, there was an ice
rink inside and outside of the boards.
With the frozen field of ice in place, where would
users find a bathroom or a place to warm up?
Added to the project was a city-paid port-a-potty.
Later a warming house appeared. Neither item
was planned for or included in the budget.

How the donations were obtained is somewhat
unclear, but certainly troubling. Private citizens
cannot go around town claiming to be seeking
donations for a city project without prior approval
of the city council.
For over 100 years, Minnesota law has clearly
stated that all gifts of real or personal property
received by a city must be approved by a 2/3rds
vote, not a simple majority. With a 5 member city
council, this means 4 votes in favor.
The warming house that magically appeared
near the city hockey rink, which Mr. Reighard
or his supporters arranged for, was actually
placed there illegally. The city council was not
notified in advance and there was no prior vote to
accept it as required under law. The generosity
of a local business does not excuse the city from
conducting business in a professional manner and
in accordance with the law.
Due to the defeat of Mr. Scheffler in the fall of
2016 and the election of council member Dan
Breyen, some accountability has been brought to
the project.
Starting in 2017, council member Mary Rainville
has taken on a task that should have been
completed well before the city hockey rink was
even constructed. She is attempting to determine
what the overall cost to the city has been up to this
point, what the ongoing operational costs currently
are, and what the long term maintenance costs
will be in the future. The analysis includes actual
dollars and employee labor.
Now Mr. Reighard and his supporters routinely
object to Ms. Rainville’s attempts to bring some
level of professionalism to this project. Her efforts
to determine these costs are falsely labeled as an
attack on the children of the community that use
the hockey rink.
Not once have I heard Mr. Reighard admit error.
He displays an attitude that he is council member,
and how a government project is completed is of
little concern. That attitude should be troubling to
everyone.
Conclusion
Citizens and/or the city council have the ability
to address these governance issues. The benefits
of good governance are numerous. They include
better and more efficient decisions, improved
community confidence, closer compliance with the
law, and increased accountability.
Comments on this opinion column can be directed to Mr.
Kysylyczyn at editor@anokacountyrecord.com

Col Hts City Council and School Board Set Assignments for 2018
Committee assignments and liaison positions were
determined at the Jan. 8 and Jan. 9 meetings of
the Columbia Heights City Council and Columbia
Heights School Board respectively.
The city council president for 2018 will be Nick
Novitsky. He will serve as the presiding officer of
the city council’s meetings whenever the mayor
is absent. Novitsky will also be the council liaison
to the Parks & Recreation Commission and city
councilor Connie Buesgens will be the liaison to
the Traffic Commission. Both were on the opposite
commissions in 2017, so they effectively swapped
positions for 2018.
Buesgens will continue to be the council liaison to the
Charter Commission. Continuing their assignments
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for another year are John Murzyn, Jr. as liaison to
the Planning and Zoning Commission and Bobby
Williams to the Library Board.
Novitsky will also be the city council liaison to the
Columbia Heights ISD 13 school district. Williams
had this assignment in 2017.

Other assignments went unchanged: Buesgens is
the delegate to the League of Minnesota Cities, with
Novitsky as alternate, and they are both assigned to
Metro Cities as well.
Mayor Donna Schmitt will attend meetings of
The Mississippi Water Management Organization
(MWMO), with Hilltop city councilor Linda Johnson
as the alternate.
Williams and Public Works Director Kevin Hansen
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were re-assigned to attend the Rice Creek Watershed
Advisory Board meetings.
Mayor Schmitt and police chief Lenny Austin will
be the city’s representatives for meetings of the
Anoka County Joint Law Enforcement Council, and
John Murzyn Jr. and Assistant City Manager Kelli
Bourgeois (as alternate) were assigned the Anoka
County Fire Protection Council.
ISD 13 School Board members choose their
liaison assignments
The Columbia School Board Jan. 9, with member
Hala Asamarai absent, voted to retain John Larkin
as their chair, with Naty Severson chosen for Vice
Chair. Laura Palmer will serve as parliamentarian,

2018 Assignments continued on page 6
JANUARY 30, 2018
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ANOKA COUNTY WATCHDOG

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Always on the lookout for governmental waste, fraud, and abuse in Anoka County

January 26th, 2018
Quote of the Week: “Our brand is [expletive deleted].
Our brand is toxic. People don’t know what the heck
it is. If you got a hundred Democrats in this room
right now, and ask them what the Democratic Party
stands for, you’d get a hundred different answers.
There’s no consistency. No one knows what the
Democratic Party is.”
- DFL Party Chairman Ken Martin
Quote of the Week: “Just tell them the trailer-court
story, they’re not big thinkers out there.”
- DFL Campaign Staffer, referring to voters in rural
MN
GOVERNOR’S RACE PART I
Greetings, Watchdogs.
Did you survive the
government shutdown? Whew, that was close. What
would we have done if the government quit spying on
us, regulating us, and harassing us for a few days?
Congratulations on surviving.
The governor’s race on the Republican side has seen
the temperature rise, starting to bubble and froth.
This week, state Rep. Matt Dean of Dellwood
dropped out, citing low polling numbers and the need
for the eventual GOP nominee to “scale up” quickly.
(Editor’s Note: Dean has also chosen not to run for
re-election to his House seat in the northern suburbs,
with three hopefuls already announcing for the GOP
endorsement.)
Interestingly,
Dean
made
his
withdrawal
announcement in a joint press conference with fellow
GOP candidate Jeff Johnson, with Dean endorsing
Johnson.
The endorsement was clearly a shot at fellow
candidate and former party chairman Keith Downey,
who has sparred with Dean over health care issues
during the campaign.
Downey is also in a bit of hot water with Jeff Johnson
because of accusations that a Downey staffer is
behind a vile fake web site aimed at Johnson (more
on that below).
A real “anyone but Downey” coalition is forming,
with many GOP activists and delegates telling the
Watchdog that they’ve been unimpressed over the
years with Downey’s temperament, interpersonal
skills and lack of charisma.
“I would rather watch paint dry than listen to Keith
Downey talk,” one GOP insider observed.

“I love the energy and challenges of political
campaigns. It’s not without its frustrations, though.
In particular, when Republicans engage in a circular
firing squad or campaigns stoop to unethical
practices.
There has certainly been some frustration in this
campaign with negative and misleading tactics. I,
however, largely let them roll off my back because
the strategy of trying to pull down other Republicans
in hopes of being the last candidate standing is wrong
and seldom works.

He’s a proven winner. Pop quiz: who was the last man
to win state-side for the GOP? Yes, Tim Pawlenty.

The fake Never-Trumpers page was not just
dishonest, it was quite vile. One post, which was on
the site for months, accused me of being a pedophile
(yes, you read that correctly):
‘Jeff Johnson is a sick pervert who belongs behind
bars. He groped my teenage son last year and sent
him lewd pictures. Jeff is a disgusting bastard.’
We spent several weeks trying to get Facebook to
shut the site down since it was getting significant
traffic and causing problems for the campaign.
Facebook refused to do so.
Recently, we learned that ‘Kevin Bennett’ is actually
a full-time staffer for Keith Downey’s campaign. I’ve
spoken to Keith about this and he acknowledges it’s
true and that the staffer still has a key full-time role in
his campaign, but justifies it by saying he told her to
disassociate herself from the site when he learned of
it. The site did come down last week, but then came
back up a few days later, scrubbed of the pedophile
post. It went down again two days ago when someone
posted about its source on Facebook.
I will continue to focus on the reasons I’m the
strongest Republican candidate in this race. That
doesn’t mean I’ll never explain my differences with
other Republicans, but my main job will be to sell
myself. I will save my most aggressive fire for the
DFL and I will NEVER mislead you in order to raise
doubts about my fellow Republicans, nor will anyone
who works for my campaign – or at least they won’t
be around for long if they do.
We need to all be together the minute we endorse a
candidate – the nastier we get with each other, the
more difficult that will be.

If true, he should take responsibility, fire the staffer,
and face the delegates.

In any case, the Watchdog thanks Matt Dean for his
hard work over the years on behalf of conservative
principles and values.

This publication also invites Keith Downey to
respond, if he desires.

Such is the case with a rather vile tactic of the Keith
Downey for Governor folks.
The nasty story is probably best told by the victim,
Jeff Johnson, quoting with Facebook statement in
full below:
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So what.

Several months ago, someone created a fake
Facebook site called Never-Trumpers for Jeff
Johnson in the hopes of falsely suggesting I either
don’t or didn’t support the President. It was created
by ‘Kevin G. Bennett’ who turned out to also be a
fake profile. It appeared to us that ‘Kevin Bennett’
also had several other false identities on Facebook
and was active in trolling my posts.

Moreover, who knows where Dean would have
ended up.

But even in politics, lines can be crossed, and actions
can go beyond the pale.

There would be the old, tired narrative that his time in
office was all about “draconian cuts” and poor fiscal
management.
He’s got name recognition that none of the other
candidates have.

Here’s to a spirited, substantive (and honest)
Republican fight for endorsement in 2018.”

“Having been around politics for many years, Harold
Hamilton and the fearless cast of Watchdog staffers
knows that politics can be a full-contact sport, with
campaigns sometimes getting sharp-elbowed and
mean.

Sure, he’s not the perfect candidate. There would be
the tag line that he’s a rich Washington, DC lobbyist.

Recently, however, I learned of something much
more disturbing than just nasty campaigning.

It’s too bad Matt Dean dropped out this early. His
voice on health care and tax issues was needed in
this debate. His hard-charging campaign style would
help other candidates hone their own.

GOVERNOR’S RACE PART II

If Pawlenty enters, he would be a formidable
candidate and the odds-on favorite to not only be
the GOP standard bearer, he would be the favorite
to outright win.

If true, this slimy episode says much about Keith
Downey and his campaign.

As is our policy, we will publish his response without
edit.
GOVERNOR’S RACE PART III
Of Course, the elephant in the Elephant’s room here
is Timothy J. Pawlenty.

You might note that his wins were only plurality wins,
with a third-party candidate there to help.
It’s also true that Minnesota in 2018 is different than
2006. Back in 2006, we didn’t have Republicans
representing parts of the Iron Range. Or Swift
County. Or Inver Grove Heights, South Saint Paul,
and Shoreview.
He’s a proven fund-raiser. His rolodex is fat after
8 years in the governor’s mansion and time spent
running for president.
Most importantly, he’s a great candidate. He’s smart,
articulate, funny, charismatic, media savvy, and the
experienced candidate Republicans could hope to
field.
This publication also thinks that Pawlenty’s time in
office is a benefit, not a burden.
His time in office saw Minnesota drop several places
amongst the “most taxed” states.
In fact, Pawlenty passed a budget that actually cut
spending in real terms.
He didn’t simply slow growth. He cut spending.
Moreover, Minnesota continued during that time to
lead the nation in a number of quality of life indicators.
A race with Pawlenty would feature his record versus
the Dayton record.
Like it or not, the DFL candidates will not only have to
defend their own records (good luck with that Chris
Coleman, Tim Walz), they would be forced to defend
Dayton, since their candidacy would be, in effect, the
third Dayton term.
Dayton has presided over massive spending and tax
increases that did nothing to enhance those quality
of life rankings.
Here’s the tag line: Dayton and the DFL spent many
more billions to achieve the same or worse results.
And one other thing. At least Pawlenty knew what
was in the bills he signed.
There is no question that this race is Pawlenty’s for
the taking.
The Anoka County Watchdog is a place where
concerned taxpayers can find fact-supported
information and other resources about governmental
waste and abuse in Anoka County.
My intent is to provide you, the taxpayer, with the
information you need to hold your local politicians
accountable.
Visit my website and sign up for free weekly e-mail
updates at:
www.AnokaCountyWatchdog.com

Many opinion leaders, donors, and GOP operatives
are still on the sidelines waiting for TPaw to decide
if he will seek a third, non-consecutive, term in the
governor’s office.

or contact me personally at:

After publicly declaring that he will not be a candidate
for the U.S. Senate, Pawlenty was conspicuous in
not saying anything about the governor’s office.

Harold E. Hamilton, owner.

harold@anokacountywatchdog.com
Sincerely,
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Sources close to him say he his “actively mulling” the
race.
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Next Tuesday: Precinct Caucus Night
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select delegates for upcoming conventions, and will also take part in a
gubernatorial preference secret ballot.

Tuesday, February 6th, is precinct caucus night. Democrats and
Registration begins at 6:00 - 6:30pm and the caucus meetings start at
Republicans will gather throughout the state to learn about this year’s
7:00pm sharp. More information can be found at sos.state.mn.us (Office
candidates, debate resolutions for party platforms, elect precinct chairs,
of Secretary of State), www.dfl.org (DFL), or www.mngop.com (GOP).

Republican Party (GOP) Precinct Caucus Locations
Precinct

House District

Senate District

Location

Address

City

Zip

ANDOVER (All except P-6)

35B

35

Oak View Middle School

15400 Hanson Blvd NW

Andover

55304

ANDOVER P-6

31B

31

Rum River Elementary School

16950 Verdin St NW

Andover

55304

ANOKA

35A

35

Anoka Middle School

1523 S 5th Ave

Anoka

55303

BETHEL

31A

31

St Francis Elementary

22919 St Francis Blvd NW

St Francis

55070

BLAINE W-1 P-1, P-2, P-3, P-4; W-2 P-1, P-2A

37A

37

Roosevelt Middle School

650 125th Ave NE

Blaine

55434

BLAINE W-1 P-5, P-6

37B

37

Roosevelt Middle School

650 125th Ave NE

Blaine

55434

BLAINE W-1 P-7, P-8; W-3 P-8

38A

38

Centennial Middle School

399 Elm St

Lino Lakes

55014

BLAINE W-2 P-2B, P-3, P-4A, P-4B, P-5, P-6

37B

37

Roosevelt Middle School

650 125th Ave NE

Blaine

55434

BLAINE W-3 P-1, P-2, P-3, P-4, P-5, P-6, P-7

37B

37

Roosevelt Middle School

650 125th Ave NE

Blaine

55434

CENTERVILLE

38A

38

Centennial Middle School

399 Elm St

Lino Lakes

55014

CIRCLE PINES

38A

38

Centennial Middle School

399 Elm St

Lino Lakes

55014

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS

41B

41

Fridley Middle School

6100 W Moore Lake Dr NE

Minneapolis

55432

COLUMBUS

31B

31

Columbus City Hall

16319 Kettle River Blvd

Columbus

55025

COON RAPIDS W-1 P-1, P-2; W-2 P-1

35B

35

Anoka Ramsey Community College

11200 Mississippi Blvd NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-1 P-3, P-4

36A

36

Anoka Ramsey Community College

11200 Mississippi Blvd NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-2 P-2, P-3, P-4; W-3 P-4

37A

37

Roosevelt Middle School

650 125th Ave NE

Blaine

55434

COON RAPIDS W-2 P-5

36A

36

Anoka Ramsey Community College

11200 Mississippi Blvd NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-3 P-1, P-2, P-3

36B

36

Anoka Ramsey Community College

11200 Mississippi Blvd NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-4 P-1, P-2, P-3

36A

36

Anoka Ramsey Community College

11200 Mississippi Blvd NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-4 P-4

36B

36

Anoka Ramsey Community College

11200 Mississippi Blvd NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-5 P-1, P-2, P-3, P-4, P-5

37A

37

Roosevelt Middle School

650 125th Ave NE

Blaine

55434

EAST BETHEL

31B

31

Cedar Creek School

21108 Polk Street NE

Cedar

55011

FRIDLEY

41A

41

Fridley Middle School

6100 W Moore Lake Dr NE

Minneapolis

55432

HAM LAKE

31B

31

Horizons Church

1503 157th Ave NE

Ham Lake

55304

HILLTOP

41B

41

Fridley Middle School

6100 W Moore Lake Dr NE

Minneapolis

55432

LEXINGTON

38A

38

Centennial Middle School

399 Elm St

Lino Lakes

55014

LINO LAKES

38A

38

Centennial Middle School

399 Elm St

Lino Lakes

55014

LINWOOD

31B

31

Linwood Town Hall

22817 Typo Creek Dr NE

Stacy

55079

NOWTHEN

31A

31

Nowthen Alliance Church

19653 Nowthen Blvd NW

Anoka

55303

OAK GROVE

31A & 31B

31

Lifelong Learning Center

18900 Cedar Drive NW,

Oak Grove

55011

RAMSEY

35A & 35B

35

Ramsey Elementary School

15000 County Hwy 5

Ramsey

55303

SAINT FRANCIS

31A

31

St Francis Elementary

22919 St Francis Blvd NW

St Francis

55070

SPRING LAKE PARK P-1A, P-3

37A

37

Roosevelt Middle School

650 125th Ave NE

Blaine

55434

SPRING LAKE PARK P-2

37A

37

Fridley Middle School

6100 W Moore Lake Dr NE

MInneapolis

55432

Democrat-Farmer-Labor Party (DFL) Precinct Caucus Locations
Precinct

House District

Senate District

Location

Address

City

Zip

ANDOVER (All except P-6)

35B

35

Andover High School

2115 Andover Blvd. NW

Andover

55304

ANDOVER P-6

31B

31

McKinley School

1740 Constance Blvd NE

Ham Lake

55304

ANOKA

35A

35

Anoka High School

3939 7th Ave.

Anoka

55303

BETHEL

31A

31

East Bethel Community School

21210 Polk Street

East Bethel

55011

BLAINE W-1 P-1, P-2, P-3, P-4; W-2 P-1, P-2A

37A

37

Blaine Senior High School

12555 University Ave NE

Blaine

55434

BLAINE W-1 P-5, P-6

37B

37

Blaine Senior High School

12555 University Ave NE

Blaine

55434

BLAINE W-1 P-7, P-8; W-3 P-8

38A

38

Centennial High School

4757 North Road

Circle Pines

55014

BLAINE W-2 P-2B, P-3, P-4A, P-4B, P-5, P-6

37B

37

Blaine Senior High School

12555 University Ave NE

Blaine

55434

BLAINE W-3 P-1, P-2, P-3, P-4, P-5, P-6, P-7

37B

37

Blaine Senior High School

12555 University Ave NE

Blaine

55434

CENTERVILLE

38A

38

Centennial High School

4757 North Road

Circle Pines

55014

CIRCLE PINES

38A

38

Centennial High School

4757 North Road

Circle Pines

55014

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS

41B

41

Columbia Academy

900 49th Ave NE

Minneapolis

55421

COLUMBUS

31B

31

McKinley School

1740 Constance Blvd NE

Ham Lake

55304

COON RAPIDS W-1 P-1, P-2; W-2 P-1

35B

35

Coon Rapids High School

2340 Northdale Blvd NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-1 P-3, P-4

36A

36

Coon Rapids Middle School

11600 Raven St NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-2 P-2, P-3, P-4; W-3 P-4

37A

37

Blaine Senior High School

12555 University Ave NE

Blaine

55434

COON RAPIDS W-2 P-5

36A

36

Coon Rapids Middle School

11600 Raven St NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-3 P-1, P-2, P-3

36B

36

Coon Rapids Middle School

11600 Raven St NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-4 P-1, P-2, P-3

36A

36

Coon Rapids Middle School

11600 Raven St NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-4 P-4

36B

36

Coon Rapids Middle School

11600 Raven St NW

Coon Rapids

55433

COON RAPIDS W-5 P-1, P-2, P-3, P-4, P-5

37A

37

Blaine Senior High School

12555 University Ave NE

Blaine

55434

EAST BETHEL

31B

31

East Bethel Community School

21210 Polk Street

East Bethel

55011

FRIDLEY

41A

41

Fridley High School

6000 West Moore LK Dr

Fridley

55432

HAM LAKE

31B

31

McKinley School

1740 Constance Blvd NE

Ham Lake

55304

HILLTOP

41B

41

Columbia Academy

900 49th Ave NE

Minneapolis

55421

LEXINGTON

38A

38

Centennial High School

4757 North Road

Circle Pines

55014

LINO LAKES

38A

38

Centennial High School

4757 North Road

Circle Pines

55014

LINWOOD

31B

31

McKinley School

1740 Constance Blvd NE

Ham Lake

55304

NOWTHEN

31A

31

Saint Francis School

3325 Bridge St NW

Saint Francis

55070

OAK GROVE

31A & 31B

31

East Bethel Community School

21210 Polk Street

East Bethel

55011

RAMSEY

35A & 35B

35

Ramsey Elementary School

15000 County Hwy 5

Ramsey

55303

SAINT FRANCIS

31A

31

Saint Francis School

3325 Bridge St NW

Saint Francis

55070

SPRING LAKE PARK P-1A, P-3

37A

37

Spring Lake Park High School

1100 81st Avenue NE

Spring Lake Park

55432

SPRING LAKE PARK P-2

41A

41

Fridley High School

6000 West Moore LK Dr

Fridley

55432

PAGE 4

ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

JANUARY 30, 2018

PAGE 5

ANOKA COUNTY RECORD
JOY L. BOEHLAND

STATE OF MINNESOTA - COUNTY OF ANOKA
DISTRICT COURT - PROBATE DIVISION
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No. 02-PR-17-612
In Re: Estate of Joy L. Boehland,
Decedent,
NOTICE OF INFORMAL PROBATE OF
WILL AND INFORMAL APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that an Application for Informal
Probate of Will and Informal Appointment of
Personal Representative was filed with the
Registrar, along with a Will dated January 28,
2003. The Registrar accepted the application
and informally appointed NICHOLAS D.
BOEHLAND, whose address is 431 Bruns
Court, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127, to serve as
the personal representative of the Decedent’s
estate.
Any heir, devisee or other interested person
may be entitled to appointment as personal
representative or may object to the appointment
of the personal representative. Any objection to
the appointment of the personal representative
must be filed with the Court, and any properly
filed objection will be heard by the Court after
notice is provided to interested persons of the
date of hearing on the objection.
Unless objections are filed, and unless the Court
orders otherwise, the personal representative
has the full power to administer the estate,
including, after thirty (30) days from the issuance
of letters testamentary, the power to sell,
encumber, lease, or distribute any interest in real
estate owned by the Decedent.
Notice is further given that, subject to Minn. Stat.
§ 524.3-801, all creditors having claims against
the Decedent’s estate are required to present the
claims to the personal representative or to the
Court within four (4) months after the date of this
notice or the claims will be barred.
DATED: 1/10/18; /s/ Peggy Zdon, Registrar; /s/
Lori O’Brien, Court Administrator
MARY EBB LAW, PLLC; Mary Joki Ebb MN#
0254319; 1310 Highway 96 E, Ste 203, White
Bear Lake, MN 55110; Telephone: (651) 3400629; Facsimile: (651) 571-4884; E-mail: mary@
maryebblaw.com

ANOKA COUNTY
PUBLIC NOTICE
The following is a summary of the Operating Budget and Debt Service for the 2018 fiscal year for Anoka County, as compared to the
Budget for 2017. This summary is published in accordance with Minn. Stat. Chapter 375.169. The budget figures include all
governmental funds and one (1) enterprise fund. The 2018 Annual Operating Budget can be viewed in detail using our online
budget explorer at anokacountymn.opengov.com. For assistance in using this tool, please watch the tutorial video at
anokacounty.us/2328/OpenGov-Budget-Explorer.

ANOKA COUNTY

NOTICE OF VARIANCE
HEARING
Anoka County Licensing
Ordinance for Food and
Lodging Establishments
A hearing will be held
on the 7th day of
February commencing
at 10:00 AM in the office
of the Anoka County
Community
Health
and
Environmental
Services Department.
This hearing is for the
purpose of considering
a request for variance
from the provisions
of Section 3.01 of
the
Anoka
County
Licensing
Ordinance
for Food and Beverage
Establishments, Number
99-1,
as
amended
relating to use of two,
non-NSF certified rolled
ice cream machines
from Rongyao Factory.
Said request is by:
Wonders Ice Cream,
12410 Aberdeen Street
NE, STE 500, Blaine,
Minnesota
For further information
contact
the
Community Health and
Environmental Services
Department at the Anoka
County
Government
Center,
2100
Third
Avenue, Room 600,
Anoka,
Minnesota
55303 (telephone: 763324-4260).
(1/30, 2018 ACR) #830

ANOKA COUNTY

OPEN HOUSE NOTICE
Central Anoka County
Regional Trail
Master Plan
Amendment
The County of Anoka will
hold a public open house
on February 12, 2018,
from 5:00pm to 7:00pm
at Ramsey City Offices
at 7550 Sunwood Drive,
Ramsey, MN 55303 to
receive public comments
on the proposed master
plan amendment for
Central Anoka County

PAGE 5

Regional Trail.
This
amendment proposes
to realign the trail from
Ramsey
Boulevard
to Center Street, the
Northstar Station, and to
incorporate a proposed
pedestrian
bridge
over Highway 10 and
into Mississippi West
Regional Park.
Anyone interested in
learning more about
the trail or wanting to
offer comments on the
master plan amendment
is invited to attend
the open house. For
more information on
the
amendment
or
for those who have
comments, but cannot
attend the open house,
please contact Karen
Blaska, Park Planner via
telephone at 763-3243412 or e-mail at karen.
blaska@co.anoka.
mn.us.
Written comments on
the master plan may
also be submitted to
the project manager at
the following address:
Karen Blaska, Park
Planner, Anoka County
Parks and Community
Services, 550 Bunker
Lake Blvd. NW, Andover,
MN 55304.
(1/23, 1/30, 2018 ACR) #826

CITY OF HAM LAKE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
CITY OF HAM LAKE
COUNTY OF ANOKA
STATE OF MINNESOTA
TAKE
NOTICE,
that
pursuant
to
the
requirements
of
Minnesota Law, a Public
Hearing shall be held
before the Ham Lake
Planning Commission on
Monday, February 12,
2018 at 6:01 p.m. at the
City Hall located at 15544
Central Avenue NE for the
purpose of considering a
Private Kennel License
(to keep 3 dogs) for Lisa
and Joe Tohey at 15737
Jackson Street NE, a
parcel of certain land
situated in the City of
Ham Lake, Anoka County,
Minnesota and which is
described as follows to
wit:

Questions

regarding

the

2018

budget

can

be

e-mailed

to

RS-FCS-

Finance@co.anoka.mn.us.
ANOKA COUNTY
OPERATING BUDGET
GOVERNMENTAL AND ENTERPRISE FUNDS
REVENUES
County Share of Tax Levy
State Paid Credits

2017

2018

$ 125,444,707
16,535,710

$ 130,082,235
17,806,161

141,980,417

147,888,396

454,250
1,203,684
36,689,352
164,000

458,250
1,312,369
37,724,618
219,500

29,172,000
75,386,068
12,434,949
1,619,166
4,732,599

40,062,462
64,369,623
10,419,424
1,760,000
4,334,584

303,836,485

308,549,226

1,152
2,079,755

8,239
2,631,415

2,080,907

2,639,654

$ 305,917,392

$ 311,188,880

$

$

Total Tax Levy
Other Taxes
Licenses & Permits
Charges for Service
Fines & Forfeits
Intergovernmental:
Federal
State
Other
Interest on Investments
Miscellaneous
Total Revenues
OTHER SOURCES
Budgeted Use of Fund Balance
Non-Revenue (Transfers In)
Total Other Sources
Total Revenues and Other Sources
EXPENDITURES
General Government
Public Safety
Road & Bridge
Human Services
Health
Culture & Recreation
Environment & Sanitation
Conservation of Natural Resources
Economic Development
Debt Service/Capital Improvement Budget

(1/23, 1/30, 2018 ACR) #828

PUBLIC
NOTICES

JANUARY 30, 2018

Total Expenditures

42,739,469
66,366,861
60,736,656
74,391,453
15,491,866
17,094,865
5,464,483
531,164
5,048,020
17,694,761

44,302,334
70,493,433
53,128,932
77,195,190
16,038,949
19,468,146
5,530,507
548,794
5,061,009
17,627,952

305,559,598

309,395,246

OTHER USES
Budgeted Increase in Fund Balance

357,794

1,793,634

Total Expenditures and Other Uses

$ 305,917,392

$ 311,188,880

Jerry Soma
County Administrator
Publish In:

Anoka County Record – January 30, 2018
(1/30, 2018 ACR) #831

Lot 2, Block 2, Braastad
Farms, Anoka County,
Minnesota
At such hearing both
written and oral comments
will be heard.
DATED: Jan. 30, 2018
Dawnette M. Shimek
Zoning Official / Building
Clerk, City of Ham Lake
(1/30, 2018 ACR) #811

CITY OF HAM LAKE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
CITY OF HAM LAKE
COUNTY OF ANOKA
STATE OF MINNESOTA
TAKE
NOTICE,
that
pursuant
to
the
requirements
of
Minnesota Law, a public
hearing shall be held
before the Ham Lake
Planning Commission on
Monday, February 12,
2018 at 6:01 p.m. at the
City Hall located at 15544
Central Avenue NE for the
purpose of considering
the
application
of
Kerry Gerard, Whitetail
Crossing
Investments,
LLC,
requesting
rezoning to R-1 (Single
Family Residential) and
preliminary plat approval
for Whitetail Crossing 2nd
Addition (12 Residential
Single Family Lots) a
parcel of certain land
situated in the City of
Ham Lake, Anoka County,
Minnesota and which is
described as follows to
wit:
PIN 19-32-23-42-0002
The North 528.00 feet of

the Northwest Quarter of
the Southeast Quarter
of Section 19, Township
32, Range 23, Anoka
County,
Minnesota.
Excepting road, subject to
easements of record.
At such hearing both
written and oral comments
will be heard.
DATED: Jan. 30, 2018
Dawnette M. Shimek
Zoning
Official/Building
Clerk, City of Ham Lake
(1/30, 2018 ACR) #811

ASSUMED NAME
STATE OF MN
MN STATUTES
CHAPTER 333

The undersigned, who is or
will be conducting business
in the State of Minnesota
under an assumed name,
hereby certifies:
1. Assumed Name:
Teri Chante’lleta’ Art &
Design
2. Principal Place of
Business:
6352 Central Ave. NE,
Apt 2
Fridley, MN 55432
Nameholder(s):
Teri M. Jensen
6352 Central Ave. NE,
Apt 2
Fridley, MN 55432
4. I certify that I am
authorized to sign this
certificate and I further
certify that I understand
that
by
signing
this
certificate, I am subject
to the penalties of perjury
as set forth in Minnesota

PUBLIC NOTICES
continued on page 6

BYRMA JOYCE PAULZINE

STATE OF MINNESOTA - COUNTY OF ANOKA
DISTRICT COURT - PROBATE DIVISION
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No. 02-PR-17-650
In Re: Estate of Byrma Joyce Paulzine, a/k/a
Byrma Joyce Vinje and Byrma Joyce Sundin,
Decedent,
SECOND AMENDED NOTICE OF AND ORDER
FOR HEARING ON PETITION FOR FORMAL
PROBATE OF WILL AND APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
It is Ordered and Notice is given that on February
13, 2018 at 9:00 a.m., a hearing will be held in this
Court at 2100 3rd Avenue, Anoka, Minnesota, on
a petition for the formal probate of an instrument
purporting to be the Decedent’s Will dated June
29. 2015 and for the appointment of Nancy
Marie Timm, whose address is W9435 Silver
Spring Road, Holcombe, WI 54745 as personal
representative of the Decedent’s estate in an
unsupervised administration.
Any objections to the petition must be raised at
the hearing or filed with the Court prior to the
hearing. If the petition is proper and no objections
are filed or raised, the personal representative will
be appointed with the full power to administer the
Decedent’s estate, including the power to collect
all assets; pay all legal debts, claims, taxes, and
expenses; sell real and personal property; and
do all necessary acts for the Decedent’s estate.
Notice is further given that, subject to Minn. Stat.
§ 524.3-801, all creditors having claims against
the Decedent’s estate are required to present the
claims to the personal representative or to the
Court within four (4) months after the date of this
notice or the claims will be barred.
1/18/18; /s/ Lawrence R. Johnson, Judge of
District Court; /s/ Lori O’Brien, Court Administrator
Bonthius Law, PLLC; Peggy Bonthius;
MN#0275967; 4162 Lakeridge Road, Excelsior,
MN 55331; Telephone: 612-327-9293; Facsimile:
763-235-9771; Email: peggy@bonthiuslaw.com
(1/23, 1/30, 2018 ACR) #827

ANOKA COUNTY RECORD

BETTIE JANE LACY

STATE OF MINNESOTA - COUNTY OF ANOKA
DISTRICT COURT - PROBATE DIVISION
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No. 02-PR-18-27
In Re: Estate of Bettie Jane Lacy, also known as
Bettie H. Lacy and Bettie Lacy,
Decedent,
ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING ON
PETITION FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF
WILL AND APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE(S) IN UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on
March 6, 2018, at 9:00 a.m., a hearing will be
held in the above named Court at 325 E. Main
St., Anoka, Minnesota for the formal probate of an
instrument purporting to be the will of the above
named deceased, dated January 22, 2015, and
any codicil(s) thereto, and for the appointment of
Sebra E. Lacy, whose address is 600 Jackson
Street, Anoka, Minnesota 55303 as personal
representative of the estate of the above named
decedent in unsupervised administration, and
that any objections thereto must be filed with the
Court. That, if proper, and no objections are filed,
said personal representative will be appointed to
administer the estate, to collect all assets, pay all
legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and sell
real and personal property, and do all necessary
acts for the estate.
Notice is further given that, (subject to Minn. Stat.
§ 524.3-801(b)(c)), ALL CREDITORS having
claims against said estate are required to present
the same to the personal representative or to the
Court Administrator within four months after the
date of this notice or said claims will be barred.
1/18/18; /s/ Lawrence Johnson, Judge of District
Court; 1/22/18; /s/ Lori O’Brien, Court Admin
Charles W. LaDue, Attorney at Law; 425 Coon
Rapids Blvd.; PO Box 48097; Coon Rapids, MN
55448-0097; (763) 780-1695; Attorney Number
59341
(1/23, 1/30, 2018 ACR) #829

JANUARY 30, 2018
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CITY OF HAM LAKE - SUMMARY BUDGET STATEMENT
The purpose of this report is to provide summary 2018 budget information concerning the
City of Ham Lake to interested citizens. The budget is published in accordance with Minn. Stat.
Sec. 471.6965. This budget is not complete; the complete budget may be examined at the
Ham Lake City Hall, 15544 Central Ave NE, Ham Lake, MN or on the City's website at
www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us. The City Council approved this budget on December 4, 2017.
Governmental Funds 2018 Budget
2017
2018
Budgeted Governmental Funds
Original
Adopted

PUBLIC NOTICES
from page 5

Statutes section 609.48
as if I had signed this
certificate under oath.
FILED: 1/9/2018
# 992554900035
/s/ Teri M. Jensen
(1/23, 1/30, 2018 ACR) #825

CERTIFICATE OF
AMENDMENT TO
ASSUMED NAME
STATE OF MN
MN STATUTES
CHAPTER 333

The undersigned, who is or
will be conducting business
in the State of Minnesota
under an assumed name,
hereby certifies:
1. Assumed Name:
Twisted Knot
2. Principal Place of
Business:
22675 Cedar Drive NW
Bethel, MN 55005
Nameholder(s):
Twisted Knot Log
Furniture Company

22675 Cedar Drive NW
Bethel, MN 55005
5. This certificate is an
amendment of Certificate
of Assumed Name File
Number: 641113300026.
Originally filed on 1/18/13
under the name
6. I certify that I am
authorized to sign this
certificate and I further
certify that I understand
that
by
signing
this
certificate, I am subject
to the penalties of perjury
as set forth in Minnesota
Statutes section 609.48
as if I had signed this
certificate under oath.
FILED: 11/20/2017,
# 980083000036
/s/ Nathan Sztamburski,
President
(1/23, 1/30, 2018 ACR) #823

ASSUMED NAME
STATE OF MN
MN STATUTES
CHAPTER 333

The undersigned, who is or
will be conducting business
in the State of Minnesota
under an assumed name,

hereby certifies:
1. Assumed Name:
Propaws Pet Care
Limited Liability
Company
2. Principal Place of
Business:
2730 131st Lane NW
Coon Rapids, MN
55448
Nameholder(s):
Propaws Pet Care LLC
Jennifer Lynn
Steinmueller
2730 131st Lane NW
Coon Rapids, MN
55448
4. I certify that I am
authorized to sign this
certificate and I further
certify that I understand
that
by
signing
this
certificate, I am subject
to the penalties of perjury
as set forth in Minnesota
Statutes section 609.48
as if I had signed this
certificate under oath.
FILED: 1/3/2018
# 991959500025
/s/ Jennifer Lynn
Steinmueller
(1/30, 2018 ACR) #

REVENUES
Property taxes
Other taxes
Special assessments
Licenses and permits
Intergovernmental revenues
Federal
State
County & other local governments
Charges for services
Fines and forfeits
Interest on investments
Miscellaneous revenues
Total revenues
Other financing sources
Proceeds from sale of fixed assets
Transfers from other funds
Total revenues and other financing sources
EXPENDITURES
Current expenditures
General government
Public safety
Streets and highways (excluding construction)
Sanitation (recycling)
Parks and recreation
Economic development
Miscellaneous
Total current expenditures
Debt service-principal
Interest and fiscal charges
Capital outlay
Total expenditures
Other financing uses
Transfers to other funds
Total expenditures and other financing uses
Increase (decrease) in fund balances
Property tax levy - all funds
Net unrealized gain (loss) on investments for 2017

$

$

$

$
$
$
$

4,633,301
98,108
1,272
362,020

$

4,828,178
104,998
13,369
418,220

0
1,516,366
190,815
50,000
41,365
121,393
7,014,640

0
2,745,306
181,423
42,000
45,900
145,200
8,524,594

58,000
1,212,100
8,284,740

45,500
1,273,300
9,843,394

1,003,485
1,761,594
979,475
53,550
357,822
50,900
15,000
4,221,826
182,117
56,585
3,436,120
7,896,648
1,212,100
9,108,748
(824,008)
4,593,101
(6,000)

$

$

$
$
$

972,980
1,885,576
1,054,277
58,550
361,895
40,700
15,000
4,388,978
186,524
52,643
4,243,677
8,871,822
1,273,300
10,145,122
(301,728)
4,797,978

(1/30, 2018 ACR) #811

Mayoral Authority continued from page 1
Laine simply didn’t like the changes made in
October and made a motion to strike the added
language and go back to her original proposed
changes made at the July meeting.

She also reiterated her contention that if the
mayor’s authority over the police department
remains as is, it should be only if the length of
the mayor’s term is changed to four years from
the present two. Consistent with her comments
made at the July meeting, Laine again did not
offer an explanation as to why the difference
of two years is important in the question of
mayoral authority over the police department.
On an 8-3 vote, with Greg Sloat, Matt Abel
and Tom Kaiser voting against, the Charter
Commission struck the previously added
language, removing the underlined text as
printed above. (The strikeout text shows current
charter language that was removed in July and
is still removed with the Jan. 18 vote).
Absent from the meeting were Rob Fiorendino,
James Guy, Mike Patiuk and Frost Simula. Two

new members, Kathy Ahlers and Bill Hugo
were appointed by Judge Doug Wardlow to the
commission and took their oaths of office. All
fifteen seats on the Charter Commission are
filled.
The officers for the commission will continue
in their same capacities in 2018, as no other
nominations were put forth. Continuing in the
role of chair is Steve Smith, Matt Abel as Vice
Chair and Eric Penniston as secretary, who will
take meeting minutes in the absence of the city
clerk.
Another recent proposal of the Charter
Commission, changing the length of the mayor’s
term of office to four years, was taken up by the
Columbia Heights City Council on Nov. 27 only
to be tabled to the Jan. 22 meeting.
That council meeting however was cancelled
due to inclement weather, so the proposed
change is awaiting its first of two readings and
votes by the city council.

2018 Assignments continued from page 2
Signing off for 2018, John Kysylyczyn, Owner & Publisher;
Sara, USPS Circulation Mgr.; Michael, Local Circulation Mgr.

Lorien Mueller as treasurer, and Asamarai as
clerk.
Appointed as representatives to committees and
liaison positions were the following:
Minnesota School Board Association Legislative
Liaison (Molly Lewis); Educational Cooperative
Service Unit: (Lorien Mueller); Minnesota State
High School League (Lewis); TIES: (Asamarai);
North East Metro Intermediate District 916 Board:
(Palmer);Association of Metropolitan School
Districts: (Severson); Columbia Heights Business
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Council: (Larkin); Liaison to City of Columbia
Heights: (Asamarai); Liaison to City of Fridley
(Severson); Liaison to City of Hilltop: (Larkin),
and the School Board Policy Sub-Committee
members will be Larkin, Asamarai and Palmer.
The school board chose to keep their salaries at
the same levels they have been since 2008. Board
members receive $500 per month and the chair
receives $600. Per diem payments of up to $100
per day are made for attending outside meetings.
— ACR staff
JANUARY 30, 2018

